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The Role of Diasporas in Foreign 
Policy: The Case of Canada

Marketa Geislerova 1

Re� ecting a subtle but profound shift in recent Canadian foreign policy 
priorities, the tsunami of last year, the chaos in Haiti, the exploding troubles in 
Sudan are not foreign-aid issues for Canada, they are foreign-policy priorities. 
They re� ect our demography transformation from predominantly European to 
truly multinational. Problems in India and China and Haiti are our problems 
because India and China are our motherlands.

John Ibbitson (Globe and Mail, 5 August 2005)

Foreign policy is not about loving everyone or even helping everyone. It is not 
about saying a nation cannot do anything, cannot go to war, for example, for fear 
of offending some group within the country or saying that it must do something 
to satisfy another group’s ties to the Old Country. Foreign Policy instead must 
spring from the fundamental bases of a state – its geographical location, its 
history, its form of government, its economic imperatives, its alliances, and yes, 
of course, its people. In other words National Interests are the key.

Jack Granatstein (Canadian Defence 
and Foreign Affairs Institute Conference, October 2005)

Societies around the world are becoming increasingly diverse. The myth of 
an ethnically homogeneous state that dominated international relations in the 
past century has been largely discarded. Propelled by a myriad of causes inclu-
ding, the nature of con� icts, environmental degradation and persistent econo-
mic and demographic gaps, people are on the move. While migration has been 
a constant trait of the international system for centuries, what is new today are 

1 Marketa Geislerova is a senior policy analyst at the Policy Research Division at the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT), Canada. She may be contacted at: 
marketa.geislerova@international.gc.ca. The views expressed in this paper are solely those of 
the author. While some conclusions re� ect information obtained in interviews with of� cials 
from the Canadian government they do not re� ect the positions and policies of the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and International Trade.

The Use and Effectiveness  
of Migration Controls  

as a Counter-T errorism Instrument  
in the European Union

Sarah Leonard 1

Introduction  Migration Controls and EU Counter- Terrorism

Since the terrorist attacks on 11 September 2001, the issue of the linkages 
between security concerns, in particular terrorism, and asylum and migration 
policies in the European Union (EU) has received an increasing amount of 
scholarly attention (see Guild, 2003a; Guild, 2003b; Baldaccini and Guild, 2007; 
Boswell, 2007; Bigo and Tsoukala, 2008; Chebel d’Appolonia and Reich, 2008a; 
Givens et al , 2009; Winterdyk and Sundberg, 2010) Most scholars have argued 
that security concerns have led to the strengthening of border controls and the 
tightening up of asylum and migration policies in Europe, at both the national and 
EU levels As a 
international protection and for would-be migrants to legally move to another 
country (see notably Bigo and Tsoukala, 2008; Chebel d’Appolonia and Reich, 
2008a; Givens et al , 2009) Thus, the impact of security concerns, including ter-
rorism, on the EU asylum and migration policy has been rather well-documented 
to date However, less attention has been given to the related, albeit different, 
question of the role of migration controls in the EU’s counter-terrorism policy 

To a  broader trend in the literature on counter-
terrorism, which tends to focus more on counter-terrorism strategies such as 
the use of force or intelligence gathering than on other measures such as migra-
tion controls (see, for example, Martin, 2006; Harmon, 2008) This is actually 
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From October 2010, she will be a  Marie Curie Research Fellow at Sciences Po
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 She is Editor of the Journal of Contemporary European Research (JCER) and may be reached at: 
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