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Introduction

Inputs to the Irish peace process of the 1990s came from a range of sources.
Some accounts indicate the centrality of changes in British policy, characterised
by moves towards disengagement' Confirmation from the British Government
of its lack of a ‘selfish strategic or ecomomic interest’ in Northern Ireland
helped facilitate the process. Others downplay the importance of the policies of
the British Government. Cunningham indicates how Northern Ireland has
always been of marginal importance within British policy-making.” Bew and
Patterson indicate how the conditionality of Northern Ireland’s place within the
United Kingdom is not new.” This paper contends that the biggest single
component in the construction of the peace process, however, was the
development of a common, or ‘pan’ nationalist front, a factor emphasised in
other accounts.* In Northern Ireland, pan-nationalism appeared to involve the
adoption of an increasingly united approach to conflict resolution by Sinn Fein
and the SDLP, although this paper also indicates the limits to unity. Ryan
argues that Sinn Fein’s involvement in a pan-nationalist alliance amounted to
a movement away from the traditional concerns of republicanism.’ He claims
that incoherence in British policy and historic compromises globally have
disoriented the republican movement. From a less critical standpoint, this paper
concurs that republicanism has changed. However, the degree of movement

from traditional ambitions should not be exaggerated, nor should the impact of






































































































