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Abstract
This study responds to the call for more empineaik to understand the journalism

profession in notWestern countries. It critiques the current state of journalism practice in
Nigeria todeterminehow journalists are responding to theémerougprofessional challenges
they face. Journalists in Nigeria appear caught between global phenomena in jousugism
as the impact of new technologiesd those of the environment in whittey work which,
some evidence from curreliterature suggests, isnpacing the profession negatively. The
literature also shows thigctors such adiversity of access to information made possilyle b
technological developmerdgeclining audience for mes, increasing market pressures
impacting news decisiont)edeclining reputation of the professiand loss of identity by
the journalisn professionthough not necessarily peculiar to Nigeria, constitute serious
challenges to the news medvdith anabsence of media conglomerates awlell-defined
media system along the lines of thoseognisedn the developed world, journalism practice
in Nigeria presenta case ripe for researc®ome evidence in tHeerature suggesthatthe
standard of journ&m practice in Nigeria ideficient in a number of respects. However, little
is known abouhow journalists in Nigeria do their work and the challenges they &sosell
asthar responsgto thosechallengesThis thesis addresses this particular gagniowledge.

Using theField Theory andhe Social Theory of Journalism, as framework to interrogate the
research problem, ¢éhresearclemploys convergent parallel mixed methods allhgthe use

of quantitative and qualitative methods, sideside, to gatlr datan respect of attaining its
objectivesQuantitative data wergenerated througa questionnair®asedsurvey, while

gualitative data wergatheredhrougha series osemtstructured interviews.

Theresearch finds that, and illustrates htve @erating environmerthey face, impacts
journalists intheir work. Challengesuch as poor or irregular salary, ownership influence,
market and social forces wdi@ind toinfluence the way inwhich journalists perform

However, a key finding is thathatalthough journalists encounter similar challenges in the
course otheir duties, their response to them variased on these findingsnd drawing on
explanatory insights from Field Theory and the Social Theory of Journahemhmesis

develops its owexplanatoryframework coined] he Survival Struggle in Journalism

Practice in Nigeria.This leads to the presentation of a series of recommendations, prominent

among which is argument thidie institutional and regulatory framewarkjournalism needs



immediate strengthening order tosecue an appropriatstandard of professional journalism

practice in Nigeria.
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Chapter One

Introduction to the Thesis

1.1  Chapter Overview

The aim of this thesis is to develop an explanatory framework for understanding current
professional journalism practice in Nigeria. Although developments in professional

journalism practice in Nigeria haween a focus @cademic interest, the respoide

journalists to professional challenges and how this impacts professional standards have been
largely overlookedTherefore, this research project seksvaluate criticallyand

understand better how @@rian journalists are responding to contemporary challenges in

executing their professional duties.

This chapter summarizes the essence of this resdiairtinoduces the thesipresents the
motivation of the study, the research problem and the résgqasstions that guidedhvork.
It also summarizes the major aspects of the research whiclsanesikd in subsequent

chapters angrovidesa chapter by chapter overview of the entire study.

1.2  Background

This study focuses on the current state of jousnalpractice in Nigeria and how journalists
are responding to the challesggthey face as professionals. Tikerature on journalists and

the news media in Nigeria portrays a negative image (Abidde, 2008; Idowu, 2014). It
suggests that the standard of jih@rnalism profession in Nigeria has dropped considerably
and thisthe study interrogates. Theekature suggests that journalists in Nigeria face various
challenges including poor or irrelgr wages, job insecuritgverbearing influence of media

proprietors, poor working environmeand threat to personal safetgudnalists seem not to



be holding on to their professional calling any longer (Golwa, 2011; Daramola, 2013). They
tend to have abandoned the ideals offinerth Estate theory of standingrferuth and
serving as the conscience of society (Golwa, 2011; Jibo & Ol&indine, 2003; Ochogwu,
2011; Pate, 2011). Journalists in Nigeria are also accused of taking financial or other
inducements to write or suppress stories, bias, partisanship, tprgrathnereligious
interestsand thefabrication of stories in thiecoveragein particularof political activities
and social conflicts (Adeyemi, 2013; Daramola, 2006; Suraj, 2013; UNLB).20or
example, Idowu (2014jead of a nolgovernment orgaization,Media Rights Agenda
which has been involved in the training of journalists and promotion of a free and responsible
meda in Nigeria for over 15 yearglescribed the coverage of the abductio2014,0f over
200 school girls in Chibok Borno SgatNigeria by Boko Haram insurgents as a reflection of
the state of the news media in the country. According to him,
From the owners to the reporters, everyone is sworn to a journalism of
convenience. This mindset explains why no medium invests encsglrces

to report stories beyond the relative comfort of urban centres, much less one in

a conflict zond ¢ (Para.4).

Similarly, Abidde (2012) opinethat journalists in Nigeria have become more of passive

watchers of events. He stated:

Unlike in the 180s through the 1980s, news coverage is getting weaker and
weaker. And many times, critical examination of people and events are

mi ssing. In addition, you dono6t see
What passes for news, many a times, looks likeegowent dictated public
service announcement. And many editorials are nothing but apologies and

infantile opposing viewpoints[...] 6 (para. 5).

st



This is a clear departure from the vibrancy found in the Nigerian media during the agitation
for democracy be&teen 1984 and 1999 when journalists refused to cave in to intimidation and
maltreatmat from the military governmerfDaramola, 2006; UNDP, 2010)hey did not
relent despite threats to their personal satetthis regard, Adesoji (2006, p.38) noted:
In fact, more than any other period, the press became more vociferous and
even took to guerrilla journalism, a practice of publishing and circulating

newspapers and magazines underground, in order to prosecute a cause that it

believed in.
Ironically, the retan of democracy in 1999, when more vibrancy was expected by the news
media in Nigeria, markednalleged slide into degeneracy, as journalists were accused of
shying away from their responsibilities as watchdogs and the conscience of the society
(Adeyemi,2013; Jibo & OkoosBimbine, 2003). Several reasons were gleaned tihem
literature as the cause of the situatidrweak resource base, poor remuneratowrmedia
professionalsinadequate security cover in the course of duty, inadequate facdiidsoor
and/or irregular pay resulting in higtaffturnover, are identified as some of the factors
undermining the performance of journalists in Nigeria (Golwa, 2011; Schiffrin & Behrmann,

2011 and Pate, 20a1

Although similar challenges face journadish other developing countries to varying degrees,
theliterature on the Nigerian situation suggests that news professionals seem to have also lost
the will or drive to stand up to the chall en
independace and the return to democracy from military rule (Adesoji, 2006; Daramola,

2006). At Dboth periods in the countryos hi st
of their profession but stood firm in the face of threats, imprisonment, killings and

proscriptions. They now appear to have given up on upholding their professional ethos and

adopted the mantha&m,o0ifoi ynou hedadboe@RMB)s otj it 2C



While a lot exists irtheliterature on how journalists in Nigeria perforheir work and the

factors that shape news reportage, little or nothing has beernaonderstanavhat is

behind the seeming tendency by journalistgiétd to pressuresonfronting them as
professionalg¢Abidde, 2012. This study thereformterrogats why, astheliterature

suggestsmany journalists and news media irgBria now seernfess motivated tauphold

their professional code of conduct as was the case during the struggles for independence and

democracy.

1.3  Statement of the problem

The lteraure GeeAbidde, 2012; Adesoji, 2006; Daramola, 2006; Omoera, 2010) points to a
situation whergournalists ar@verwhelmed by key developmeimstechnology and other

factors that undermine their professional dytsesh as lack of editorial independenthe

drive for commercialization by news media organizatiamsecurityand unfriendly welfare

conditions As a consequenceany journalists appear to have virtually abandoned any

pretence to uphoidg the ideals of their profession They seeawcordng to the literaturep

have joined the fray of corruption and other ineptitudes which they are supposed to fight as

the 6watchdogs of the societyd (-Fimbinglde, 2008
2003; ldowu, 2014). Similarly, as earlier pointed, @lithoughacademic worlexists on how

journalists have been doing their work and the factors that impede their professional duties,

there is a gap in knowledge in the literatureinderstanding the resporefgournalists to

these challenges. There issdeodetermine and explaihat might be making many

journalists lose passion for their professional responsibilitiesnstebd at her opt t o ¢
with the tided or even seeking alternatives
Golwa(201lp. 98) posited that journalists go to |

wi |l |l ing mapinkreowledgelmdergitise research project.



1.4  Research questions

- What are the contemporary developments impacting professional

journalism practicen Nigeria?

- How are journalists in Nigeria responding to contemporary challenges in

executing their professional duties and what are the implications of this?

1.5 Objectives of the study

1. To critique how contemporary developments in journalism are aféect
professional practice in Nigeria.

2. To establisithallenges faced by Nigerian journalists and to deterhome
they areresponding tahemin executing their professional duties.

3. To develop a conceptual framework for understanding the current state of
journalism practice in Nigeria.

4. To provide a series of policy recommendations aimeeairingeffective

professional standasaf journalism practice in Nigeria.

1.6 Theoretical framework

This study is anchoread two theorie. First,Field Theoryillustrat es how t he O0j our
fieldd i mpacts journal i s 8ecoadihe Sgcial Theanyaol | st s ( B
Journalism, a normative theggmalyses the work of journalistaccording tothe nature and

needs of society that are met by journalidme, @abligations ofqurnalism to societyandthe

norms and standasdhat should apply to journalism practice and how journalists as

individuals view their role in sociefcQuail, 2013, p.20). According ®ourdieu (1998, p.

7 3 ) i isttucturesf the jouenalistic field that determines the intensity and orientation of

its mechani sms, as wel |ITheSeciat Theony of Joarhafisenct s o n



according tdMcQuail( 2 01 3, p . tBe)extentdgwhiahijoarsalisin is constrained to
reflectthe realityof he cul ture of it swhilogoidedthey [ €] . 0 The
formulation of the research questions abgectivesof this research amiscussed in detaith

a literature review@hapter Twop. 34.

1.7 Methodology

The resarch enploys the mixed methodgpproachwhich combines qualitative and
guantitativetechniquesThe assumption of mixed methodology is that using quantitative and
gualitativein complementary fashigorovides the basis for a more detailedierstanding of

areseach problem thamvould accrue from the deployment of either of thedone.

1.8 Research worldview

In line with the mixed methods design for this study, the Pragmatic Worldview serves as the
philosophical underpinning for the research. Creswell (2014td€jribes pragmatism as the

Aphil osophi cal underpinningo for mixed metho
works in solving problems. It focuses on research problems and employs various approaches

to gain understanding of them (Morgan, 2007%Hakkori & Teddlie, 2010). As Creswell

(2014, p.11) points out, Afor the mixed meth
multiple methods, different worldviews and different assumptions as well as different forms

of data col | ec tpragmatiawoddviewrisacongideripasticubarlyJuitable

for this study becausesets an appropriate contextdevelg a framework foexplainingthe

issues confrontingpurnalism practice in Nigerjaand additionally allows the positing of

practical ecommendations aimed s#curingappropriate andffectiveprofessional

journalism standards in the country.



1.9 Research strategy

The Convergent Parallel Mixed Metlrwoid the strategy adopted for this study. It is one of the
current primary modelgsedby social scientists (Csavell, 2014). It is a mixed methods
design which allows the researcher to combine quantitative and qualitative data for a
comprehensive analysis of the research problem. The quantitative and qualitative data are
collected indepenaly and are latebbrought togethein theanalysisand interpredtion phase

of the researchAny contradiction or inconsistent findirggnerated in this process

explained or investigated furthémecessaryGray, 2014). The quantitative and qualitati

data were collected simultaneously, presented and analysed separately betpriatioan

These can be seen in Chapters Five, Six and Seven

As earlier stated, there is need to exangitecally the claim that journalism standarsiave
fallenin Nigeriaand to understand how journalists are regjpanto the challenges of
professionapractice in view okvidence from théterature that they have abandoned the

ideals of the profession (Abidde, 2012; Adeyemi, 2013; Golwa, 2011; Neuman, 2009).

1.10 Motivation for the study

Moving from the O6fieldbé to the Odbtlassr oomd a
theoretical and practical experience in journalism. After over 25 years of working as a

journalist, the researcher ventured into teaching, pa€, in a university, which exposed

him more towork which attempted to characterize and explain conceptita|gurnalism

profession. Engagement withel i t er at ure over ti me, reveal ed,
perspective, a misunderstanding of how tlamdard of professional journalism is negotiated

and influenced by various factors, especially in developing countries like Nigeria. The
researcherecognized tis significant gap in knowledges a motivation to interrogasad

understangournalismissues r om t he 6 p o s ithemselvedWVhyfér ingtamae,r nal i s



do journalists react to professional chadjesin theways cited intheliterature?(Hachten,
2012; Benson, 2013) and howedthe journalism field (Bourdieu, 2005) andder society

(McQual, 2013) influence such responses?

The Oexposur ed tpvokedihés oeseprcharmodongideraapptyingahe
journalistic principle of o6éhearingdéd from the
that critiqusi ssues foosomiomé @p pr ofnetedsiudlesatén j our na
pay attention to the challenges faced by journalists and the effects qtthietkere is a gap

in knowledgeon how the perspectives and responses of journalists to them influence
journalisticduties and output. This study was further motivated by the perception that
Afacademic researchers have too often been gu
failing to see either its complexities or the pressures ordinary journalists have wtdeal

dai | yips, 205%hpi.1). Ik imtendedthat this studwill elicit further research into how

the response of journalists to influences wi

of journalism in societiesther tharNigeria.

1.11 Contribution to knowledge

This research has tlgmal ofanalysing the data gathered on the contemporary role and
position of journalists in Nigerig provide arexplanatory framework on journalism practice

in Nigeria. Followingeritical analysis of thditerature at the beginning of the reseaeid

based on constructs which suggested that journalists in Nigeria wenehubding

journalism ethics butather,openly engage in unethical conduct, the researcher came up with
aninitial explanatory framewdrwhichwasc o i n e &urrendetSyn@rome in Nigerian
Journal i $mad o.t od&xplamatocydramwork assisted in designing the reséasch
fieldwork. From what emerged from the twlat setsubsequently gatherethe researcher

sawthe need to wdify the explanatory framewoihkt oThe&Burvival Struggle inJournalism



Practice in Niger a 0 . T h e explaira how jeumaligts in Nigeria are balancing the
need to survive ant operae ethicallyin respect of the postulations of Field Theory and
Social Theory of Journalism which underpin the staaty] how thissituation impacts
professional standasdT he frameworkwhich ispresented as thaajorconceptual
contributionto knowledgeof this resealt is expected to provoke debate from other
resarcherantereste in the subject aredhe issues raised Itlye evidence afesearch ands

explanatory model need to bather explored and developedfuturework.

This is important becausdat is known about how journalism is praeti in the deMeped
parts of the world A lot of studiesalsoexist onjournalism in Africa generallyJournalism is
also facinga number of widely recognisguioblems globally (Donsbach, 20IMdgQuail,
2013). Howeverthere is a dearth of wordn the peculiassocial,cultural and economic
dynamics that influence journalism practice in individual African countries like Nigeria

deficiency addressed through this research project.

In summary, the three complementary areas of contribution to knowledge of this research ar

- New empirical evidence on the state of journalism practice in

Nigeria from the perspective of the journalist.

- The explanatory model of Nigerian journalism practice

provided.

- The practical recommendations of the research for practice of

more effedwve journalism in Nigeria.

1.12 Thesis Overview

This thesis has ninghapters devoted to different aspects of the reselardaldition to the

current Introduction chapter, it is structured as follows:



Chapter Twointerrogating the Theory and Practiceof Professional Journalismin the

215t Century

This chapteexploresandcritiquesissues ofournalismorganization angbractice It provides

a theoretical compass for this study evahgthe positions of various theorids elaborags

in paticular onField Theory andhe Social Theory of Journalisnwhich are the two theories

providing a conceptual platform ftine study. It compares the two theories to other theories

and argues that they are best suited fisrrtdsearcibecause they captiand illuminate
issueggermando the research questions and objectiie#ts work, he chapter examines

thematically differehaspects of journalism suchashe concept of G6goodé |
journalism andhe changing media landscape, as wetl@stopments in journalism practice

in Africa.

Chapter ThreeUnderstanding Journalism Development in Nigeria

This chaptempresents a broad picture of Nigeria and hownalism evolved from pre

colonial period to the preserit.givesa brief history of Nigaa, her geographical, political

and economic development as backgrobefbre focussing on how the print and broadcast

mediad evel oped at wvari ous PAleo tmetclapter presdénts bowc ount r
journalism relates to political, socissuesand conflictsas well asthe existing regulatory

frameworkfor journalism in Nigeria.

ChaperFourResear ching journali st fdlenfgeASAponse to P

M ethodology

The chapter presents the design for this research. It explicates andsjtis¢ifreethodology
adopted and how mixed methods researtshwithin the projectlt highlights the research
processits sampling methods and data gathering instruments. It discusses how pragmatism,

the worldview guiding the studdliffers from other resech paradigms. It contends that
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pragmatism benefits the study ypporting the combination of different research
approaches. It also advances the advantages of combining quantitative and qualitative
methods for the researatxplaining how triangulatinthe data sets this projectminimized

the disadvantages inherent in using either of them alone.

Chapter FiveQuantitative Data Presentation and Aalysis

This chapteprovidesthe quantitative datindingsgenerated from the survey aspect of the
researh. They arepresented in tablaontainingresponses of participants to each of the
guestions on the survey instrumenihese aranalysedn relation tothe othersurvey
variablesand the implicationsf this is exploredThe findings presented in thikapter

constitute a major segment of the empirgraunding for this research project.

Chaper Six:Qualitative Data Presentation and Adalysis

In this chapter, the data derived from qualitative inquiry are presented. The responses of
participants to theesnistructured interviewquestiongleployed to elicit datarethematically
presente@nd analysedl'he chapteillustrates the frequently used words and phrases from
all theresponses receivedth aword tree derived frofNVIVO software Word Clouds for
each of the themes which emerged fronada¢ also presented. Quotations from the

interviewees are also used to illustrate the thematic arguments arising from data.

Chapter Severtriangulation of Quantitative and Qualitative Data

This chapter comparesgontrasts the two data sets to answer the research questioas
study. It presents the findings derived from the datastet@ing how they relate tmne

another in providingnswes tothe research questions. It argues that responses to the
different variables interrogated by quantitative and qualitative methods correlate largely and

arecomplementary ispecifiedrespects.
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Chapter Eight Implications of Findings: A Framework for Understanding Professional

Journalism Practice in Nigeria.

The impliations of the findings of this study as evidenfredh thedatagatheredare
examined in this chapter. It reviews the findings in relation to previous studies on
professional journalism practice Nigeriaandbroadens the analysis with reference to

different nationakettings pointingout how it takes the evidence of previous work forward

The chapter presents anexplanattwg d el , 6 The Survi val Struggl e

Journalism Practice in Nigeriaé, whionalh i | |
challenges and ethiexplainsthe current state of journalism practice in Nigefiae

framework could be further developed by other researchers in altgeoroaden an

understanding gbrofessional journalism practice in Nigeria. Scholars fronertiountries,
especiallythose with similar characteristics Mgeria could also test the relevance of the

explanatory frameworfor adaptatiorto their environment through further research.

Chapter NineConclusions: Securing Professional Journalismiactice in Nigeria.

The chapter reflects on the research process and, in the process, presents the three areas of
complementary contribution to knowledge made in the project. These are: provision of new
empirical evidence on the state of journalism pracdtiddigeria from the perspective of the
journalist, provision of an explanatory model of Nigerian journalism, and the provision of
practical recommendations for addressing those findings of the research which relate to a

need to put in place measures tause@ffective professionalism practice in Nigeria.

1.13 Conclusion

Thisintroductory chapter has presented an overview of the research, the background, the
research problem and the objectives of the study. It highlighted the theoretical framework, the

methodology, the contribution of the research to the body of knowledge and a general
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summary of the research process. The next chapter provides the theoretical foundation for

this research.
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Chapter Two

Interrogating the Theory and Practice of Professional Journalismin the 21
Century

2.1  Chapter Overview

This chapter reviewsurrent issues and themedhe literature related to this study. It
examines academanalyss of journalisnpractice globally to situate the studyalso
explores various theories redat to the research which ledtte choice of the two theories

Field Theory and the Social Theory of Journalisto underpin this research project.
2.2 Importance of the Literature

Review of theiterature is critical to angesearch work to familiarize the researcher with

current developments and the previous work done in the field of study (Boote & Beilie, 2005;

May, 2011). This enables the researcher to understand existing relevant knowledge in the

field to guide his or heresearch. Gray (2014, p. 98) listed the importance of literature review

to include:

A providing an upto-date understanding of the subject;
A identifying significant issues and themes (includijags) in current knowledge

that necessitate further research;

A assisting future researchers to underdtthe purpose of the research should they

want to take it further

It is with the abovén mind that themes and developments in journalism related to this

research are critiqued in the sections below.
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2.3 Journalism as a Social Institution

Journalism and society are inseparable because journalism serves society (Christians, et al.
2009). Journalism is involved in public events and prominent actors in society use journalism
to serve their ends (McQuail, 2013). Ti®ws media serve as instruments of promoting
sociacultural values through what they disseminate (Owbies 2016). These explain the
general attraction to and expectation of journalism to service society; a kind-ciicstn

social purpose (McQuail,04.3).Hanitzsch, et al. (2012, p. 492) in a study of journalistic
cultures in eighteen countries report that journalists have role perceptions and that there is a
strong consensus among journalists on the universal principles guiding journalism. They

submit:

[ €] there is evidence pointing to the

perceptions that are characterised by detachmentarid nom o | v e me n't
Reliability and factual information, as well as impartiality appear to be equally

important to journalistaround the globe.
The news media a@sodescribed as powerful and sharing symbolic power with religious,
educational and cultural institatis in society (Christians, at 2009). Esan (2016, p.8)
postulates:
Media are powerful more so since they almband circulate particular
knowledges and viewpoints. Whether in cities or remote villages, even when
we do not actively seek them out, we are accosted by varied forms of
messages. Media are ubiquitous and now can be more readdgatcea a
variety ofplatforms.Current democratization of media means people other
than professional media operatives are actively involved in content creation
and dissemination.

The values of society colour the product of journalism because the personal values of

journalids are difficult to completely exclude from the way they do their work (Hanitzsch,

15
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2012). Hachten (2012) reports that the methods and standards of American journalism have
influenced how people receive news and their views of the globe. Hanitzsch (2872) p.

also submits that journalistic cultures are based on culturally negbtiatlues and
conventonsimostly behind the backs of the iIindivid
levels of influencaindermining professional autonomyhe indvidual, media routines,

organiet i onal , media structures and systemic | e
personal and professional background, orientation, role and occupational characteristics

combine to influence how he/she approaches journalistic dirtiasldition, the daily work

routines and how a journalist responds in terms of commitment and detachment, also impacts

news gathering and content presentation.

Esan (2016) acceptsahthe news media avétal to the existence of nations, communities
andindividuals, hence the need to integrate the news media into the development agenda of

any socigy. Kayode (2011) also viewsurnalism as a social institution which owes society

some moral contribution. He a s sfaissensinattotn at t he
of information by which people shape and mol
The accl ai med 6power 6 of the news media i s,

issues arising from the manner in which journalists are doing theirkt#zh{en, 2012). A
6crisis of credibilityd has hit the news med
what are disseminated as news (Kortz, 1998) .
journalists appear less concerned about the erosion fafrtlamental values of journalism:
[ ] there is a growing concern among n
that media organisations today are more concerned about making money than

they are in providing the news of the day as completely and as accurately as

possible.
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Kruger (2016, p . 22) ¢ on c-sourgling claimg of jougaligmh a t , i
as a public service have been undermined by actual beha@yode (2011) calls for a

house cleaning among journalists to close the credibilitycgaped by perceptions of

corruption and ineptitude among journalists. Nwabueze (2010, p. 498) acknowledges that

unet hi cal practices such as the O6brown envel
practice of accepting gratifications for performing jorias t i ¢ t askso, i s wid
journalists in Nigeria. He reports that Nigerian journalists face ethical dilemmas while

striving to perform their journalistic duties.

Other scholars opine that journalists should, despite the challenges they faedo stpkiold

the core values of journalism as a way of addressing their declining credibility with the

audience (Hachten, 2012; Kayode, 2011; Kurtz, 1998). Hachten (2012, p. xv) insists that

good journalism matters and that while objectivity and fairnegstnie difficult, if not

i mpossi ble goals to achi evSmilarlyi Kayoda (28011 ssent i a
posits that imbibing good ethics assists journalists to uphold excellent practices hinged on
fairness, equity, justice and integrity. Kedy (2016, p. 138) notes the difficulty journalism
ethics scholars are having in developing app
messyand diverse realities of globals ed medi a practiceso arising

widening access tdigital technologies.
24 The Concept of 6Goodd Journalism

The debate on what is 06goodd news coverage i
assessments are based on subjective parameters set by those making the assessments
(McQuail, 2013). Moreowe given the lack of agreement on what shapes net&in

literature, every critique of news coverage of any incident or issue is likely to be dictated by

the philosophical lens being used by the researcher (ArcH&l, Zampbell, Martin &
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Fabos2006).For example scholars who believe that news is a product of social interaction
are likely to assess news coverage from a particular standpoint while those who view news
from the news flow (indexing) perspective will use diffietr units of analysis. However
journaism as a profession hasrms and ethics which guide practitioners in the way they

perform their duties (Christians, et al, 2009).

Despite arguments that journalism practice differtime and space (Hallin & Mancini,
2004) some scholars belietraat universally shared norms which journalists subscribe to still
exist (McQuail, 2013; Voltmer, 2013). According to McQuail (2013) news generally
conforms to a style that is easily recognised by not only being timely and current, but also by
its relevace to what would interest the audience and by trying to uphold the journalism ideal
of being a source of reliable and accurate information to the people. According to him,
A widely expected feature of news that goes with this is the stance of
neutrality aand objectivity, an attempt to avoid open value judgements and
personal opinion in reporting. An extension of this is the general assumption
that objective reporting will be independent of the interestswftes or other
vested interest@vicQuail, 2013, P15).
Voltmer( 2013) supports this position noting tha
journalism and that contrary to the position that particular media systems exist in specific
places, multiple models of journalism actually exist within paldiccultures and countries.
Her position is corroborated by Hadland (2012) who asserts that multiple media systems exist

in South Africa. (Sepage 60section3.50nthe media system in Nigeria).

Kovach and Rosenstiel (200dp. 1213) presented a niapoint guide which journalism is
expected to uphold in fulfilling the duty of providing people with the information they need
to be free and abreast of current issues of interest ta ieese principles include,

obligation to the truth, a first loyalty t@tizens, an essential discipline for verification,
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monitoring power and giving voice to the voiceless, keeping the news comprehensive and
proportional, freedom to exercise personal ce@re, among other§he assessment of the
level of observance of ése principles among journalists in various plabesveverdiffer.
For example, Voltmer (2013, p.199) contends,
both from within the profession and from ext
(2005) ato support the notion that news values are not universal, differ from place to place
and are to a large extent influenced by satittural and other dynamics peculiar to the
environment. The two authors agree that different factors influence how jotgsédist their
stories or what they consider as important criteria for evaluating news. To Christians, et al
(2009) the seeming widespread dissatisfaction with journalism in different places should be
expected considering the conflicting requirements\aahge positions they encounter. They
contend that in actual fact, it is a society that grooms the kind of journalism it gets. According
to the authors (Christians, et al, 2009 p. 156):
In a democratic society with a free press, the news media in perfotimeing
monitorial role are vulnerable to numerous failures. In this respect, to a large
extent, the quality of journalism is d

especially regarding citizenship, the vitality of civil society, and thetinedl

thedemmcr atic ]Jprocess [ é

McQuail (2013) argues that the role of journalism in a given society varies and can be
contradictory based on the ideological tendencies within the soldi@ty a journalist sees

herhis primary task and whathe regards as good jawalism tells on hovshe doederhis

work. This might explainwhgd e s pi t e 6 dumbi n gdrd ovwennd jaonudr néad piist
(Thomas & Hindman, 2015) which are used to describe the drop in core journalism values of
objectivity and detachment for commerciatlarests,some news media still take deliberate

steps to be seen as upholding the principles of objectivity and balance in their reportage. For
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instance, the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)t he UKGOs main public
broadcasterdeveloped an awbrial guide on terrorism coverage in which it requires reporters

to avoid language that carries value judgements, essonsistency and accura@s well as

i mpartiality. Reporters are to avoid tags |
understanishg or which can put a question mark on the neutrality or objectivity of the

organization (BBC, n.d.). It remains to be seen if such efforts would stem the spate of

criticism of the news media.

There is wide acceptancetimeliterature on the notion thaews shapes sociefiallin,

2005; Klotz, 2005). What is lacking is a consensus on what shapesevewshough the

view that news is largely shaped by media professional®igalentArchetti, 2010). The
factors influencing the decision of journalists what constitutes news and how it is
presented remains contentious because the constraints affecting what gets published and
whi ch sources are cited often Afcome from f a
McQuail (2013, p. 32) agrees, notihghat i n t he absence of a bl ue

interestodo which the news media are expected

choices according to circumstances and personal wision

Many of the existing paradigms on what constitutagsieave also been disputed. For

example, globalization pundits propound a tendency towards homogeneity of news but have
been countered by the localization paradigm which argues that news is influenced by
linguistic, cultural and ethnic diversities (Berkazyi1997; Clausen, 2003)1g®, some

political communicatiorscholars contend that political actors play a major role in shaping
news just as international communication views news as a product of unbalanced flow
between economically weak and strong cdast(Shoemaker & Cohen, 2006). On their part,
news sociology researchers posit that news is shaped by interactions among journalists and
different players inaciety (Archetti, 2010; Berkowitz, 1997; Clausen, 2003; Cohen, 1963;
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Hallin, 2005 and Klotz, 20Q5Thereareothers who contend that the media are too involved

in the affairs of society not to be influenced by it (Christians, et al, 2009).

Giving another papective, Hampton, (2012) notimat the commercial orientation of the

news media and theirlegionship to the state have put a question mark on their independence

and ability b uphold these ideals. He arguleat commercialization Isaesulted in a situation

where news is defined according to what would increase circulation levels and attesits. ad

His argument is supported Baplan (2012, p. 30)) who positsh at medi adés depen

Abroader constellations of political power a

Calls for a review of old padigms for news evaluation hateged on lhe reality that news
values are not universal as had been argued but differ from place to place and are to a large
extent influenced by socicultural and other dynamics peculiarthe environmengArchetti,
2010; Moeller, 2005). They adHdat different &ctors influence how journalists slant their
stories or what they consider as important criteria for evaluating news. This suggests that the
cultural backgrounds of journalists play a role in the way they defidgresent news.
Archetti (2010) takethe argument further by advancing the position of a national journalistic
culture in different ountries. According to her, theare,

[ é fhe set of moral ideals as well as the reporting and editing

practices that characterize journalists in a country amtitéedifferent

perspectives of their own role with
way they gather news, handle sources and write their stories. (p.17).

She added, however, that the national journalistic culture is shaped by society as it evolves
from the ethical norms created over time through the practices of news media professionals.
Christians, et ali2009)believe that the soalled freedom of the news media is actually
circumscribed by constraints and inducements stemming from financial| sopolitical

pressures which determine their output. Elliot (2004) distinguishes between a nationalistic
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and patriotic press contending that whil e
messages, a patriotic one asserts its independenkedps the primary interests oeth

citizens in mind. He explairthat one reechoes what government says but the other works in
the interest of the nation but argukat journalism must go beyond being a megaphone for
the powerful To resolve the contesions on the role of the news media and how they do

their work, Blumler and Cushion (2013) advocate collaboration between journalism scholars

and academics to address the normative challenges faced by scholars and practitioners.

2.5 Journalism and the Challenges of the Changing Media Landscape

The face of journalism is changing globally and would continue to change because of a
combination of factors (Christians, et 2009. One of them is the attainment of liberal
democracy which became a global pobjat the close of the #@Century and has influenced
journalism practice in many countries (Oso, 2012).
The mass media in many countries have been liberalised, privatized and
commercialized with the hope of deepening their democratic role as the main
institution of the public sphere. It is now generally assumed that the mass
media are essential in the process of building a democratic polity (Oso, 2012,

p. 271)

It is also widely agreed among researchers that journalism is undergoing a fundamental
transbrmation with the constant emergence of new technology (Blumber & Cushion, 2013).
Principal among this is the issue of commercialization which many scholars believe is having

a negative influence on journalism ethics. Voltmer (2013, pp-1B29 notedfor instance

t

h

t hat Amedia organizations incorporate a var.

modes and regulatory policies that exist in parallel and are sometimes almost impossible to

reconcile [... . ] o
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Researchers agree that the arrival ofitiiernet and other technologies in the laté 20

century has had one of the greatest impacts on the relationship between the media and society
(Fenton, 2012; McQuiail, 2013). It has democratized the public sphere and affords people
opportunities to be prodears and users of information without the intermediary role of

journalism (Fenton, 2012McQuail (2013, p.18) describ#®e situation as the
Adesacrililisationo of established organs an
compete foaudienceattention. He stressdisat the power to control the gates of

communication which hitherto belonged to the news media is gone. There is now a plurality

of news providers which removes monopoly and allows anyone with access to a computer

and the right soiftare to produce and disseminate information (Fenton, 2012). As Fenton
(2012, pp. 5556 0) notes, journalism fAis diversifyin
diversity reaches out to the range of publics in terms of economic structures, gender, class,
ethricity, age, geography ¢ ] 6 Mc Qu ai | ( thadriew fechreologies hager g u e s
increased the potential to promote diversity and equality while removing the chances of

government control, the danger of monopoly and the influence of market forces which

dominated thebold orden

Wi hbeh (2014, p. 2) also acknowledges the in
noting, Aour digitally networked world fuels
fl ows of i nf or mat sooahmed, fdfiestance, havetise capaciytto t h e
whittle down the assumed influence of the news media.

More than any prior technology, social media have the possibility of driving

this democratisation of information even further, undercutting the agenda

setting of lage media outlets and their relative control of news and
information flows (Wihbey, 2014, p. 3).
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Although technology and especially the internet has various advantages it has also resulted in
the dilution of profegsnalism and engendered the performarfgewrnalistic dutiedy non
professionalsare, 2011Hafez, 2011; Quinn, 2002). This negates the responsibility role of
journalism to society as the reliability and credibility which journalism extolled is threatened
leading to a lack of trust from thpblic (Quinn 2002). Hafez (2011) also notidmat audience
loyalty to any journalistic source ibecome fleeting as a result of falling readership and the
availability of many other soursef information. These views are supported by McQuail

(2013) whoasserts that advanced communication and digitization have resulted in an
exponential increase in the production and transmission of information through different
channels ira manner that transcends hunpaocesscapacity aloneVoltmer (2013, p. 65)
alsoassertshe dynamism of new techngjies but noted that the interrfetd proved to be a
Adoubdgeed swordo that on one hand serves as
other, as an instrument of control and surveillance. Quinn (2012) arguesspdaedhe

challenges, journalists are also benefitfirgm the internet and new technologweisich have
enhanced their work. &ording to the author,r@porter is now able to access data and other

pieces of information without getting out of the newsnoo

However, there are those who feel that the impact of the intereilbeba exaggerated. For

example, Archetti (2013) views most postulations on media and communication technologies

as it relates to terrorism pwhilphsugpeststhatn and t
media content on the internet helps to spread terrorism or its messagraggerated. She

posits that people can watch terrorist propaganda videos or consult extremist materials
without becoming r adi c athntiat pardaof litefatre onrtedrorisng t o h
and the media does not know much about the media and their effects. The way media are

approached by most of research on terrorism is struck in the efirty@nt ury. o (p. 3) .
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Donsbach (2012) identifigbe effectof the changing media landscape the news media to

include declining audience for news, increasing market pressures impacting news decisions,
declining reputation of the profession and the loss of identity by the journalistic occupation.
Donsbach (2012)ral Cottle (2012) both acknowleddgiee role of new technology in

redefining the global news ecology. According to Donsb@biZ,p . 43) fAnew techno
have offered a vast array of.Conounmaiingwithat i on t
the publicnologer requires the involvement of the t
Cottle (2012p.45) argueshat the communicative space offered by new technology allows
Aoverl apping and inter penet-geaeratechcpnteatovhamu ni c a't
hawe changed the world news landscape. However, Ham{@oh2) noteshat the

commercial orientation of the news media and their relationship to the state have put a

guestion mark on their independence and ability to uphold thess.i@ealexample, Oso

(1991) submitghat commercialization had resulted in a situation where news is defined

according to what would increase circulation levels and attract adverts. His position is

supported by Kaplan (2012, p. 3@honotes hat medi ad6s dependence ot

constellations of politicalpowe and cul t ur e dobjectvity. af f ecti ng t h

The lterature also supports the argument that the independence which the news media

requiresto achieve the normative ideals of journalism (Christians, et al., 2009; McQuiall,

2013)has been compromised. For example, Hampton (2012) stated that the commercial
orientation of the mass media and press relationship to statentaligiestion the

historically envisioned relationship between the news media and the people. In amassess

of Athe Fourth Estateo i de adralyedisiagohHafgpdomu nd Bu
wonderswhether the news media still enjoys the independent perspective required of them as

the fourth estate to serve as a platform for the emergence of thenmiutieacommon good.

According to him, the incorporation of media within diversified corporations that have
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interest outside the media and medi abds ftend

of the statedo (p.5) hawvewsmedamded the independ

Some argue that professionalism suffers where commercialization takes precedence over the
principles of objectivity, fairness, balance and the principle of public ¢modnoting the

wellbeing of the societyyhich the news media once stoad (Alan, 2012; Benson, 2004;

Schudson, 2003). Supporting the position on the effect of commercialization on nputs out
Donsbach (2012, p.41)noteshat t he Acommerci al traditiono
many countries as asbdboddtchngi bonoshom, médgoar oah
more driven by the necessity to reach the wi
also plays out in Nigeria where faced with dwindling income occasioned by drop in sales and
advertisements, the news nme@ngage in a kind struggleto keep afloatwhichrequires

them to pander to the agenddsdvertisers or sponsors (Golwa, 2011).

2.6 Journalism in Africa

Journalists are recorded to have made immense contribution to the emergence and stability of
denocracy in African countries (Ogola, 2015). They also continue to support the

development agenda of many countoaghe continent through what is known as

0devel opment journalismdéd. Obijiofor and Hanu
journalismasusingpour nal i sm Ato serve as agents of so
societies in which they operaste Hanusch and Uppal (2015, p. 5

national development and advocating for soci

Ogola (2015) observes that African journalism has witnessed a lot of transformation since the
1990s because the liberalization of African economies and the political pluralism adopted in

many countries paved the way for the expansion and blossoming lmfatticast and print
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media. He citeKenya where 301 radio stations and 83 television stations had sprung up by

2012 as against just three television stations and a few print media in the 1990s.

Myer (2014) also reports that by the end of the 1990s @&tbobuntries in Africa had
legalised competitive broadcasting thereby paving way for an explosion of radio and
television stations. She notes that the freedom granted through the legislations received
further boost from mobile phones and the internet kvhalso gained ground in penetration in
different parts of Africa. She acknowledges the role of foreign donors who assisted the
establishment od vibrant and free news mediaAifrica not onlyby usingfithe stick to
withhold aid but also the carrot of finaial support teencourage liberal policies that would

favour a free mediao (Myers, 2014, p. 11).

Ogola (2015, p. 94) notespwever that not much has changed despite the liberalization and
proliferationof the news media
[ €] Afri can | otofacea humbenof sigoificani challeages.
While the new political order may have undermined the power of state,
particularly its direct control over the media, many governments across the
continent have over the years, devised new ways of frustragiglédgling
media (Ogola, 2015 p. 94).
Hadland (2012. P. 107) also observes that in developing democracies, there is a general
tendency to expect journalists to uphold what people in governmettieadtional interest.
This puts pressureonjourndlis t o fA[ é] embrace the gover nmer

and soften criticism of an authentically ele

A major challenge facing journalism in Africa is the continued negative Western media
perception and poryal of Africa which has not changed from what obtained in tHe 20

century (Ugwonma, 2012). The current dependence of the news media in Africa on the
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Western media for international news, including those on Afras ot helped matters
(Okoro & Obeni, D07).According to Ugwonma (2012, p. 556)
The image of Africa has been deeply affected by the negative portrayal by the
Western media. They insist that they cannot ignore issues such as corruption,
conflict and dictatorship globally. Therefore, it is tifioe Africans to take
responsibility for the way the continent is portrayed. In rebranding Africa, the
media are the singular major organ tha
on this, African journalists must rise to the challenge to report Africa,
especially from African perspective. The tendency of Africa becoming willing
tools for amplifying Western media agenda must be jettisoned.
Jacobs (2015, p. 78)sochallenges journalists in Africa to concentrate on issues affecting
the continent and hereople:
Without being prescriptive, if a continental consciousness has to develop, it
should be akin to a neexistentialist pafAfricanism that is suited to this time
that challenges and broadens received wisdom about the African continent and
its peoplein Western media and couams ahistorical and decontextualized
images of the continent and its people.
Shaw (2016) throws a similar challenge, urging journalists to develop and focus more on
important issues affecting the people such as economic eqgdatglopment and freedom.
This echoes the call on journalists in Africa to take responsibility for correcting the negative
portrayal of Africa in the Western media (Ogunyemi, 2014). As Ogunyemi (2014) argues, the
selection of news on Africa by the Westaeews media is based on what is considered
important to their audiences and which are rooted in Western values. He posits that African
diasporic press could correct the negative framing of Africa in the Western media by
redefining and presenting the Africaarrative. Jacobs (2015, p. 75) agrees:

[ €] the i mperative of journalists in A
patronizing O6positi veo-stylemm@obberalt ori es or
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boosterism, but to do the sustained daily work of presenting and eggagin

critically with the cultural and political life of Africa and Africans, wherever

they ar e, and, crucially with Africads
The literature also supports tpesitiveimpact of the internet and new mediajournalism
practie in Africa. While many scholars agree that the Internet has significantly altered the
way journalism is practised in Africa, as in other parts of the world, they are divided on its
impact (Dare, 2011; Obijiofor, 2011)gola, 2015). Whereas Ogola (201p, f0G101)
argues hat At he adoption as well as the appropr
new frontiers for the practice of journalism in Africa and is redefining the relationship
bet ween journalists, t hellshasatiffereatpedspeativedi ences
According to him, the opportunities afforded by the Internet has promoted complacency
among journalists in Nigeria as demonstrated by increasing reliance on anonymousisource

their reportage. He also cites widespreadjiplasm among journalists.

Shaw (2009, p. 506) advances the importance of developing an original theory on journalism

in Africa that is based on African experienc
theory and practice to reflect local condits fromones oci ety to athet her . o I
dominant thinking among media scholars especially in the West, which assumes that the

Western liberal mode of journalism fits every part of the world. He admits that precepts such

as objectivityandimpartiality can be found in the African journalism model which, he

argues, predates colonialism in Africa. He says such precepts merge with journalism of
association, affiliation and belonging ttedsoexisted in Africa from pre&olonial and post

colonial periodslt is encouraging that some African journalists are already heeding the

various calls by establishing news media, blogs and so on, to report Africa from an African

perspective (Ugwonno, 2012).
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2.7  An Exploration of Related Theories and Choice of Theoratal Framework

This section explores various theories related to this study in a bid to detémenmest

appropriate foachieving the aim of this research project whighasnterrogate the

challenges faced by journalists, thessponse and how tleesnpactprofessional journalism

practice in NigeriaTheoretical framework refers to the theory used for a particular study
(Davies & Mosdel, 2006). A theory, is fda rea
to certain outcomes (Christians, GlassMcQuail, Nordenstreng & White, 2009, p. ix). It

provides a lens through which to examine a research problem. It helps to identify the key
variables influencing a phenomenon of interest and connects the research to existing literature
and knowledge (Bmypan, 2007). A theoretical framework among other things, builds new
knowledge, validates or challenges existing theoretical assumptions, helps to identify
important new developments in a study area and prescribes a frame of reference for defining

the boundaes of a research (Davies & Mosdel, 2006).

Most of the theories discussed in this section fall into the categoorwiative theory

Normative theoriegxplain the relationship between journalism and the society. It argues that

the type of journalism ia given society is a direct reflection of that societlie press (news

media) assuming geflecting the charactaf the environment in which it functions (Siebert,

Peterson and Schramm, 1956). Christians,. €2@09) argue that despite arguments tha

normative theories had become obsolete, they remain relevant to serve as cognitive maps for
medi a professionals. According to them, fmed
individual communicators are typically composites of different and sometiomesadictory

t radi t i oNosnativgtheory islimipprtant to this study because it postulates the

expected duties of journalism to the society (Hachten, 2012; McQuail, 2013) which can be

used to evaluate the performance of journalism in a givaatgpm this case, Nigeria.
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Marocco(2005) stressethe importance afinderstanding the link betwegurnalistic

activity and the society within which it takes pla&ey societal functions of journalism
includethe promotion of consensus and understamedmong people in a social group,
sustaining the necesyazonditions that make sociefiynction and serving as a tool of social
control. Blumler and Gshion (2014, p. 262) also ndtee normative relevance of journalism
describing It catondoridiitehrokgb whicle polimaaosninterest groups

and other influencers of public opinion enha

The theories discussed beloantributed tothereseath er 6 s under st anding o

theoretical argumentnd helpedo settle on the two theories which undertbia study.

2.7.1 News Sociology

The News Sociology model dwells on news and the factors that shape it. It sees news as a

social product among journalists, the news organisations they work for and the society

(Archetti, 2010; McQuail, 2013; Voltmer, 201&)n his partBerkowitz (1997) views news

as a mirror of society which reflects on an
that certain factors shape the way news is constructed and prestnfexkits that if news is

a product of interaction among different arms of the news making process, it should be

vi ewed as a product of such interaction and
supported by Archetti (2010, p. 208) who asserts thai a | | real ity, I ncl udi

constructed through human agencyo.

News sociologists argue that news could be assessed from the individual preferences and
attitude that influence the decision of the individual professional in exercising his/her gate
keeping role (Shoemaker, 1991). It could also be analyzed from the manner in which the
policies of the news organization can influence journalistarrying out their duties. News

sociologistssubmit that journalistic and professional ethics are develoftethihe media
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organization (Berkowitz, 1992; Tuchman, 1978, Banz, 1997). At the societal level, the news
media are seen as complex social institutions which disseminate messages based on self

chosen objectives, norms and practices and are thereforeutalr{McQuail, 1985).

Although this model is similar to Social Theory of Journalism in analysing the role of the
society, the news organization and the individual journalist, it is limited to news et
these factors shape the news. While newlsagrimary output or product of news
organizations, journalism is certainly not limited to just news produdtietd Theory in
anal ysing t he | o 6Bacial @ahearysohdoudnhlisie focdsdingamtige roleh e
of different segments of socieity shaping journalism combine to provide a broader
perspective than News Sociology on how professional challenges and the response of

journalists to them dictate the nature of journalism in a society.

2.7.2 Four Theories of the Press

Similarly, the FouiTheories of the Pregsthe Authoritarian Media Theory, The Libertarian

Media Theory, The SovigEommunist Media Theory and the Social Responsibility Media

Theory- enunciated by Siebert, et al (1956) which also dwell on how the social environment
influenes the O6pressd served as a useful stimul
society, for this study. Despite arguments that thertbg are obsolete (Hadman, 2Dty

remain a good historical reference point for understanding the link amibergili press

systems, political systems and philosophies of the tima. Judy agrees with Nerone (2012,
p.448)thatFour Theoriedilled athenexisting intellectual gap between the study of

communication and the professional practice of journadiedp r ovi ded a ficommon:
hi story of the rise of o6l ibertar iComstars,md i n t
et al (2009) also accefitat the work became a classic because it provided a theoretical guide

for analyzing how the press interaetth society in terms of professional ethics, political
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values and intellectual history, badmitted alsothat it had its shortcomings. A major
observation of critics of the theorytisat it is aalytically inadequate and an oversimplified
framing of hstory (see Hallin & Mancini2004; Hatchem & Scotton, 2007). Beyond, this
observation, none of the theories was considered adequate as a theoretical lens for this

research which focusses on issues beyond the scope of the theories.

2.7.3 Theory of the Fourh Estate

The Theory of the Fourth Estate is anchored on the idea of the necessity of a free press as a
precondition even under different traditions and forms of demochaasgues hat t he & pr
and politics are related in different ways in differemtisties (Christians, et al. 2009; Hallin

and Mancini, 2004). It was used to explain the role of the press in democratic governance and
acknowledges the press as another source of power next to the three arms of government
recognized by the constitutiondlarin, 2006; Schultz, 1998). However, unlike the executive,

the legislature and the judiciary which have their responsibilities formalized, the fourth estate

has no formal status in any constitution (Shultz, 1998). The theory sees the press as the voice

of the people which provides a communication channel between government and citizens in
addition to holding government accountable to the people and serving as a platform for the
expression of public opinion. It is able to do this only if it is indepenaedtcourageous

(Archetti, 2010). While like Field Theory argbcial Theoryf Journalism it confers some
responsibilitieson the press in relation to socigityis often criticized for over rating the

power of the press and the difficulty in fulfillingetselfassigned responsibilities of the press
because of links with political and economic power (McQuail, 2013; Archetti, 2010). It is no

doubt a useful theory for understandihg tole of the press in sogiebut does not suit the

guest of this resedndo interrogate the complexities of journalism practice in a globalized
world. As Cottle (2009, p.354) notes, Aresear che
studying journalism and continuing processes of globalization in all their multiflacete
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compl exity and interpenetrationwasnoldeenaef or e,

better than the two theories chosen, for achieving the eris aftudy.

2.74 Development Media Theory

This theory stemmed from the argument that the otbemative theories are difficult to

apply in developing countries in view of thea t speaifiéciscumstances (Folarin, 2006). It
proposed that the news media in these countries should be primarily concerned with
promoting development in their societiésdentified the absence or insufficient
communication infrastructure, limited supply of requisite professional skills, limited
availability of medialiterate audience, dependence on the developed world for technology
and the lack of cultural productioasources as factors that make it impossible for the other

normative theories to work in developing countries (Folarin, 2006; McQuail, 2005).
The major tenets of the theory as listed by McQuail (2005) are that:

A Media must accept and carry out positive dewment tasks in line with
nationally established policy;

A Freedom of the media should be open to the economic priorities and
development needs of society; media should give priority in their content to
the national culture and languages;

A Media should gig priority in news and information to link with other
developing countries which are close geographically, culturally or politically;

A Journalists and other media workers have responsibilities as well as freedom
in their information gathering and dissemioat tasks and that in pursuit of
development ends, the state could intervene in, or restrict media operation and

that the devices of censorship, subsidy and direct control can be justified.
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Much as the Development Media Theory claims to propose a madbkfdeveloping world

in line with the normative argument that the press always takes the form and coloration of the
social and political structures within which it operates, it has not received wide acceptance in
these countries (Folarin, 2006). Accomlito Folarin, it is viewed with resentment by many
journalists in developing countries who see it as counter to the press freedom ideal and other
journalistic values cherished by media professionals. He argued that this might have to do
with the fact thamany journalists in emerging democracies in Africa and elsewhere were
trained in Western European or North American countries where they imbibed the
journalistic cultures of these democratically advanced countries. On return to their countries,
they are gigded by these ideals which they try to uphold on their job, in addition to imparting

them to their subordinates (Folarin, 2006; McQuail, 2003).

As Folarin (2006) observed, the theory which
6export 6 theaiesnfoWesterrt countees to the developing world needs to be

fine-tuned to enable it command more acceptance in developing democracies. It needs to
incorporate the core journalism values which professionals in democracies want to uphold.

This is imprtant given the accusation that African leaders tend to hide under the theory to
advocate an uncritical press (Obijiofor, 2015). Althotlgiltheory provided insights in the
consideation of a theory for this researc¢he fact that the study is focussiog

contemporary issues impacting journalism which have global and local aspects, makes the

theory inadequate for its scape

2.8  Field Theory

Field Theory explains the way occupational fields create their own pressures on journalism
(Bourdieu, 1998; Phil i p s, 2015) . 't 1l lTustirtiaeledsd hiemmwa ¢

journalism and how journalism dssuepfomduces it
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within ag®hout $spdeo2015. P. 2). Bourdieubs t
relationshipbetween economic and cultural power, and betwsg@ictures and agency. It

argues¢ hat journalists operate within a o6fiel dé
with their peers for the attention of the audience and their superiors for cardepoerd

(Bourdieu, 205; Phillips, 2015). Thustmictures and mechanisms on the journalistic field

which include market demands dictated by aud
journalism output which in turmpfluences the actions and thought$ individuals (Bourdieu,
1998).lllustratingths , Hac ht en ( 20 1 Bcreasmgly, tkeimedia, ancbsadlys t h a
some of its bestnown practitioners have become ensnared in the various orbiting worlds of
advertising, publicity, public relationpromotion and that pervasive commercial activity,

marketingo

Field Theory further postulates that journal
work (Bourdi eu, 1998, Phillips, 2015) . The
standardestablished by the occupational groups to which members are expected to adhere

and commercial interests of the organisations for which they work (Bourdieu, 2005). The

j our nal iwkigh inffuénces joutnalists, is also influencedpojitics and thetsite

through regulations and lawhich combine to condition it (the field) for the kind of

influence it exerts on journalis(@enson, 2006).

Bourdieuds theory shares some sirmyWaleri ti es w
Powel | and R1EA)citedroPHibips (2016). Botthe Field Theory and the

New Institutionalism argue that decisions taken by individuals in the course of their work are
shaped by fithe environment and the history o
Bourdieu (B05,p42) asserts that journalistrs are fAne
maintaining press freedom, e ttey i mmune t o the power struct.
He describes journalism as a weakly autonomald Where journalists are influerntéy the
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need to increase audience and other commercial imperatives. According to Bouséiu (1

p. 71),
[ €] the journalistic field is the s
cultural, model that is imposed on journalism through a system of
overlapping onstraints and the controls that each of these brings to
bear on the others.
Supporting Field Theoryds position, Phillips
profession continues to be fassailed by an a

econoni ¢ s hockso which academic researchers t el

profession. She naie

Journalists do not just wander in a forest of information and simply
pick the juicy titbits off the trees. They are under pressure to pick
particdar fruit and present them in specific ways, so that they
emphasize one aspect of what is considered important, rather than
many others (Phillips, 2015, p. 3).

Field theory likens the manner journalists and news organisations operate to a field in which
competitors strive to outdo one another. They strive to stand out against their competitors.
Bourdieu (1998, p. 8) explains:
[ €] as a result of the particular f
the field), and through routines and hatwf thought iimposes, the
journalistic field represents the world in terms of philosophy that sees
history as an absurd series of disasters which can be neither understood
nor influenced.
Bourdieu further contends that although the journalistic field has similar sesd¢tuother

fields of cultural production such as the political, economic or judicial fields, the market
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weighs more heavily on the journalisticefid than the others. Field Theory, according to
Bourdieu(1998, p. 63examines,

[ €] t he hmethaismsdf ajournalistie field increasingly

subject to market demands (through readers and advertiserd)rbave

on journalists(and on journalist intellectuals) and then, in part through

them, on the various fields of cultural productiothe journalistc

field, and the scientific field.
He also postulates that individual journalists are subject to the power structures within and
outside their organisations over which they have little control bedfugéegven if the actors
have an effect as individuali is thestructure of the journalistic field that determines the
intensity and orientation of i1ts mechani sms,
This underscores the point that journalists are at the mercy of forces within and outside the

organisations in carrying out their duties.

However, Field Theory has been critiqued as a rather narrow view of the cultural dynamics of
society. Benson andeveu (2005) for example, nateat the theory should have taken a

broader look at the issue. @hcontedt hat Bour di eubds theory stand
economy or cultural approaches fAthat commi't
production to the interests of broad soci al
Neveu, 2012, p. )2Benson (2013) also queries the general application of Field Theory

without recognising the differences existing among news media in terms of ownership

structure and funding. HgueriesespeciallyF i e | d Erhpbhasis gn éhe role of the
market(e.g.advertisers and the audieno®fing that public funded organisations supported

by licence fee as in Northern Europe are shielded from the pressures that commercial media

face.

38



Bourdieu (1998, p. 2) acknowledges cigms of his theory but argued that soaf them

reduck he theory to fna series of wutterly hackne
pol emical outburstso. He claims that the sco
objecti ve o fhejsumalistic freld pradincemvd inposes on the public, a very

particular vision of the political fielda vision that is grounded oine very structure of the

journalistic field and in journalists specific interests produpeghdb y t hat fi el do (

Phillips, (2015) accepts the relexa of Field Theory, observing that many cultural studies
approaches to journalism tend to focus more on audiences without regard to the ethical
dilemmas journalists face. She posits that journaligt®tien confrontingressures in

making decisioaon ather exposing, promoting, distorting or concealing information in ways

that have serious impacts.

Other studiesgg. Bourdieu, 2005; Marr, 2005) support the position that hierarchical

editorial structures also constrain journalists in their editoriaéglutAs Phillis (2015, p.

127) notes, they have to take instructions f
instruction from proprietors, who are almost always either a part of the ruling elite, using

their news organisations for influenceorti er est ed only i n making mo
according to Bour dniwkichjosrnalists eperateinclude boarceé dfi el d 6
news (people or places from whar where journalists get news) outside the newsroom and

the internal dynamics of éhnews organisations which influence the processing of news.

Field Theory is therefore useful for achieving the objective of interrogating how the
chall enges of the o0fieldd, as defined by it,
The postultions of the theory complement those of the Social Theory of Journalism

discussed in the next sectida,provide a theoretical framework for this research project.
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2.9 The Social Theory of Journalism

TheSocial Theory of Journalisng a framework deveped by Dennis McQuail (2013)
which seeks to explain how various factors influence jousmajiractice. The theory

analyzeghe goals, rights, duties and responsibility of journalists to the society.

Like other normative theories, the Social Theoryaefdon al i sm i s hinged on
principlesd and fAi deas dofo whvactQujao u r,n a2l0il1s3m opu
contends that journalism conforms to a certain ideal type of purpose and practice which

merely differs accordingtotimeandplade. Ilposi t s t hat fAthe status
the wider society depends on the valwues it s

(McQuiail, 2013, p.10).

The theory further notebat key issues such as freedom of reporting, quality, goalhand
challenges posed by changing media systems remain the same globally. Unlike some other
normative theories of the press (E.g. Siebert, Peterson & Schramm, 1956) which focus
mainly on the interaction between journalists and various segments of sociehean
impact on the journalism profession, Social Theory of Journalism went further by exploring
the factors influencing journalism from the perspectives of the society within which it
operates, the news organization #mel journalist. This focus on jomnalists whose response
to the challenges of prace is being studiednakes it one of ththeoiesmostgermane to
this study in different respects. Journalists in Nigeria have a constitutionally assigned role.
Chapter 2 Section 22 of the Constitutiortlod Federal Republic of Nigeria states:

The press, radio, television and other agencies of the mass media shall at all

times uphold the fundamental objectives contained in this Chapter and uphold

the responsibility and accountability of the Governmenié¢opeople.
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Since the study is examining how the response of journalists to operational challenges is
impacting professional standard Nigeria which is bound to influence their ability or
otherwise, to fulfil the stated constitutional responsibility, tontentions of the theory raises
fundamental issues relating to journalism practice in Nigeria. For instance, at the individual
level, how do journalists view therole and what is their attitude towards it? From the
perspecti ve of ibilitynejoumalidml how i ciety ersyyimng hat

journalists have the right environment &lider on their expected role society?

According to McQuialil, although journalism can be examined from different theoretical
perspective$ social, economidjterary or political,the Social Theory of Journalism is more
concerned about and directly relevant to the public role of journalism and a mixture of

descriptive anghormative prescription. He givéise major concerns of the theory as:

1 The nature of theaeds of society that are met by journalism: This refers to
whether or not journalism is actually serving the expected or assumed role in
society. Is the society getting any benefit from journalism? As Deuze (2007)
notes, measuring how well the news mediadrving societies amidst diverse
interests and lack of unanimity of ideals remains a difficult task. This concern
of the theory nevertheless provides a basis of what is expected of journalism
and tallies with the objective of this stutyinterrogate tb factors that
influence journalism practice in Nigeria

1 The issue of whether or not journalism has some obligations to society that it
cannot ignore despite claims to freedom: It raises the question as to whether
the journalism profession can claim tothdy free if it panders to self
imposed or externally imposed obligations to society. Another dimension is
whether journalism should ignore the benefits of such obligation just to
demonstrate its freedom. As stated above, apart from thassédfned rolef
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the news medianisociety, the Nigerian constitution assigned a role to them
which they should se&s an obligation that caot be ignored. This is

particularly important sinclligeria is still grappling with development
challenges.

The nature and stngth of any such obligations: This encompasses the
0expectedd functions of journalism in
or otherwise affects the societyarpenter, BoehmemndFico (2016)list
journalistic roles within society to include, integging and disseminating
information, mobilizing the public and acting as an adversary in solving the
problems facing society.

The means available to society to activate obligations or hold media to account
for them: These include the regulatory framewgukding the operations of

news media organisations and journalists, bordering on libel, respect for
privacy, national security and so on, which could be invoked where journalists
offend the laws. It is well known that while liberal media systems which
pronote freedom of the press allow journalists to operate relatively free of
control and selfegulate, laws exist in most countries to check the excesses of
journalists or news media organisations (Blumler & Cushion, 2014; Hallin &
Mancini, 2004; Voltmer, 2(3).

The norms and standards that should apply to the practice of journalism, as it
affects society: This relates to the level of professionalism that should be
expected from journalists in their mostly selfosen services to society.
Although journalistsespecially of the liberal or free society generally resist
any idea of prescribed obligations, they nonetheless strive to opecaitain

ethical standardelated tasuchthings agruthfulness, doing no harrand
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generallyservingthe public intere§ whether or not there are rules or laws
requiring them to do so (Mauail, 2005; Voltmer, 2013). They see upholding
those standards as a duty to the society.

1 Issues of control and accountability especially as they relate to freedom of
expression and pubhtion: This clearly borrows from the Social
Responsibility Theory which prescribes the exercise of freedom with

responsibility to society from journalism (Folarin, 2006; McQuail, 2005).

McQuail 6s theory also repl i c dvetsories,ionige maj or v
preserg more perspectives. It, for instance, compares to the Social Theory of Public
Communication which he earlier-@uthored (see Christians, et al, 2009). The major
differenceisthatvh i | e Mc Qu ai | 0os jourrddig@ng tre pthet tbeory dwvells @n

Ahow communication values relate to the deve

(Christian, et al., 2009, p. 19)

The analytical value of the Social Theory of Journalism is also a plus as it focusses on what
coudbechl ed 6pointersé to, or Oistndinagiveror sdé of
society. It doesot specify limits or yardsticklor measuringts prescriptions but what céoe

observed or assesseddraw conclusions. This cée deduced from McQ a i (20039pp.9

10) reference to the theorwtaseinprmsegtupei oh
suggests thahe modebe juxtaposed with the reality in various countries to deterthime

nature of journalism operating within a particular socistgQu ai | 6 s ref erence t
as a 0 p rrasescthe quedtionlethe it should be seen as a theory. However, as
Christians, et al. (2009, p. ix) observe, a

actions | ead twhiche Mcaiurai d wbtsc owvne ko sat i sfi es.
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More so,McQuail addsthat the normative element of the theory relates to what should be the
i deal purposes of jJournalism and the potenti
interpreted by this study as possiblgigations that might be dictated by the peculiarities of a
given society or nation. According to McQuail (2013, p.10):
Our aim is not to propose rules to be followed but to identify the guiding
principles of journalism that are most widely recognized ba#rnally and
from the outside. The O0theoryé we are

prescriptive aspects, or both, is not fixed or universally valid, but open to

alternative interpretations and formulations.

He assertthat the value of thtnte or y s houl d be seen Ain iIits po
the reality of journal st i ¢ wor ko ( thattheheory wHieh he destribeesand s

essential aid to criticism, sedfvareness and attempts at reform cavestite stated essence.

He agues furtherthat the efforg at reform and improvement ared to the exercise of a

visible and respected body of theory to aid diagnosis and prescription. Howeotagcifen

(2014, p. 111) describéise propositions of the theory on what can be dorevércome the

challenges of journalism practicea it oo uni v er tha thedtheoryHelateadnlyo n o't
to democratic societies to the exclusion of4gdemocratic ones. True as these observations

might be, they do not obliterate the relevance efthieory to this studgs its postulations

assist in the understanding of how the response of journalists to professional challenges

influence journalism practice in Nigeria.

It is acknowledged thabsne other theories or models have aspects that cooldgdy to
the research problem being studied (see Hallin and Mancini, 2004, Zot 2xample, the
media system operating in Nigeria has been adjudged by this stugy@8e€hapter Three)
as a mixture of different models includitige thred The Libeal Model, The Polarized

Pluralist Model and the Democratic Corporatist Modédentified by Hallin and Mancini
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(2004) HoweverMc Qu ai | 6 s t h e mastguitable to complesnent Feeld &rekory

for acheving the goals of this study. As has beeguad, is postulations, especially as it

relates to the factors influencing the conduct and performance of journalism at various levels
and on fghided thef farneulattb of the research questions ajettives for this

study. The two theories adeemed relevant because theysuite st udy o6s mai n
seeking an understanding of the response of journalists in Nigeria, a developing democracy,
to the current challenges of professional practice in the country. By not proposing rules or
giving fixed empirical or presgotive propositions, the theories enabths study to freely

analze the data setnd draw conclusions that would enhance an understanding of
journalism practice in Nigeria. This would serve as a useful contribution to thewogt

search for an acceptablerfrawork for analyzing journalisiractice in developing countries

like Nigeria. This is particularly so in view of the current dearth of perspectives on normative

media theories from developing countrieshaliterature(Christians, et al, 2009).

Christians, et al (2009, p. 13) observed:

Despite the distinctive and rich cultural and philosophical traditions, Asia,
Africa and Latin America have not nurtured major innovations in normative
media theories. Relevant contrilmrts by scholars from the developing
countries typically refledfour Theorieor its revisions which could be
another proof of the dependencies involved.

2.9.1 Journalism and Its Link to Society

Journalism and society are insegdale because journalismrsessociety (Christians, et al,
2009). As stated eeer, McQuail (2013) identifieshree levels of the development of theory
for journalism from the interaction of journalists with their social environment. These are at

the level of the society, the newrganization where a journalist works and the individual
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journalist. He contends that they help to explain how the nature of journalism in a society is
6shapedd by these factors. He asserts that t
are mportant in view of the increasingly significant and complex role of journalism and the
potential consequences of this. He sees the categorization as valid in explaining and justifying

the actions of journalists when they become controversial and the Faectt ft he ¢l ai m
journalistic freedom as a fundamental principle cannot be sustained without theoretical
justification as well as pr MgQual(2018, ppa¥)gu ment s

alsoargues the following:

2.92 The Societal Level

Driven by the desire to satisfy the interest of their audiences, and through their interaction
with social, cultural and political elites, journalists get involved in major important public
events in society. Apart from information dissemination, educatioreatgitainment roles,
journalism plays a key role in upholding the fundamental tenets of democracy such as
freedom of speech, equality of citizens and the rule of law. Like the rest of the society, it is
therefore expected to be bound by these same pesdipexercimg its duties. Hence, even
where a liberal media system is operational as in parts of Europe and Northern America,
journalists abide by the rules and laws guiding society which imposes some form of self
regulation and accountability to soigien performing their duties. They avoid doing things

that run counter to the principles they advocate within society even where no such obligation
is dictated by law or regulation. Thus, the society indirectly exerts pressure on journalism just

as it (jaurnalism) exerts pressure on society for accountability.

With democracy arguably the most acceptable form of government in many parts of the

world, this trend is also spreading and journalists in democracies strive to exhibit similar
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tendencies of promotindemocratic values within the limits of their peculiar circumstances.

Journalists in developing democracies like Nigeria are no exception.
2.9.3 The News Organisation

McQuiail (2013)goesfurther to identify ways in which the conduct and performance of
journalism is mediated at thevel of the news organizatioHe citesthe legal and regulatory
framework in place, the structure of ownership and control, the links between media and
politics, the market forces, practices and pressures and the generalcaftierganizational
requirement and work routines that charazeejournalism output. He opindésat the larger
structures of the market and the social system influence journalism output. The structure and
behaviour of the news media cannot thereforprbperly understood without reference to

the political, legal, economic and other circumstances in which they operate.

This perspective is also relevant to this study in trying to understand how journalists are
responding to professional challenges indé¥ig. Research has in fattown that the
businesspolitical leaning and other interests of news media in Nigeria shape their output (see
Abidde 2012; Omoera, 201®ate, 201). Hence we have news media that support and
promote political parties, busisges and other interestherefore, theposition that the news
media organization plays a crucial role in the shape and colour of journalism in a given

societyis considered valid and appositethis study.
29.4 The Individual Journalist

Equally relevat to the conduct and performance of journalism is the perspective of the
individual journalist, according to McQuail. His postulation relates to how journalists
perceive their role in society as practitioners and what they consider to be good journalism o
standard of practice. These are influenced by interaction with individuals in society,

particularly the objects on which they report and sources from which they get information.
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The influence of society as earlier discussed, the nature of the wor&raneint and ethical

factorsrelatedtchow j our nal i sts perceive their rol

es

i ssues, including the degree of freedom they

McQuail submitdurther that in addition to their direct deajs with other individuals who

serve as sources or about whom they report, journalists also have some connection to

audience members. They develop an attachment to the wider society based on obligations and

constraints they personally experience as jdigtsa Thus, how journalists perceive their role
based on their interaction with various segments of society, the level of their observance of

professional norms and codes, personal background, values and opinions, as well as their

experience intheirwore nvi r onment combine to i mpact jour

performance in a society. As earlier mentioned, this perspective of the theory is of interest to
this study because in trying to understand how the response of journalists to the challenges
they facan the course of duty is influencing their performance, the perception and attitude of
journalists as individus, is critical to this quesiherefore, critically analysing how Nigerian
journalists define and perceive their roles amidst the challengeefetsional practice as

this study seeks to do, will contribute to the understanding of their response to those

challenges and how it impacts the standard of practice.

2.10 The Choice of Theoretical Framework

The study of various theories discussed abded to the choice of Social Theory of

Journalism, a normative theory and Field Theory to serve as the theoretical lens for this
research. As presented above, Field Theory propounded by Pierre Bourdieu (1995) explains
how the journalism field influencgsurnalistic activities in a given society (Phillips, 2015).
Social Theory of Journalism, developed by Dennis McQuail (2013) focusses on what ought

to be journalismdés responsibility to the
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Although both theoas dwell on the relationship of journalism with society and how this
relationship produces the nature of journalism in a given society, they differ in focus. While
Field Theory focusses on how the occupational field of journalism influences the profession
and how it (journalism) in turn influences other sectors (Phillips, 2015), Social Theory of
Journalism examines the nature and needs of the society which are obligatory for journalism
to meet. The postulations of the two theswere considered germaneitterogate the

research questions. Thegmplement each other lgsisting this research projéctcritique

the factors influencing journalispractice in Nigeriahow journalists are responding to them
and the implication for professional standard/hle Social Theory of Journalisprovides a
macro view by focussingn the ideals of journalism such as the nature and needs of society
met by journalism, the obligations of journalism to society and how society can hold the new
media to account for themigfd Theorygives a micro perspective by tryitg show the
interplay of forces that influence the journ

a given society.

2.11 Conclusion

This chapter reviewed literature on theory and practice oh@ism.It focussed omwarious
aspects of journalism practice globally, dwelling on historical and current developments
influencing the profession at various levels. Contemporary and contrasting perspectives on
journalism studies were discussed to illunintne studyThe chapter exploredarious

theories leadingp thechoice of Field Theory andoSial Theory of Journalism t@anchor the
study. Itdiscussed the strengths bétvarious theories examined ardued that the two
theorieswere considered bestiited to achieve the research objectives as they complement
each other in interrogating the research quest\fith the theoretical focus of this study

already established, the next chapter discusses how journalism evolved in Nigeria.
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Chapter Three

Understanding Journalism Development in Nigeria

3.1  Chapter Overview

Having given the summary of thesearch project in Chapter One and established the
theoretical framework in Chapter Twibjs cdhapter proceeds &xplore the trajectory of
journalism in Nigeria. It gartswith a brief history of Nigeria, her geographical, political and
economic development as background for understanding how the news media evolved. As
Hallin and Mancini (2012, p. 8) observes,
[ €] ocanma understand the news media withmderstanding the nature
and state, the system of political parties, the pattern of relations between

economic and political interests, and the development of civil society, among

other elements of social structure
Thechapter explorethe developmat of Nigerianprint mediaandbroadcast mediana
discusses the challengegaifirnalism practice in Nigeriaighlighted to date itheliterature,
including the ethical challenges facing journalists,rtie ofregulatory bodies for
journalism, journalisnandNigerianpolitics as well as journalism and confligbsNigeria It
also provides a glimps# the state of journalism in Nigeria which is being critiqued by this

study.

3.2  Brief History of Nigeria

The Federal Republic of Nigeria is the most popslcountry in Africa and the seventh most
populous in the world (historyworld.net). Covering a land area of 923,768 square kilometres
or 356,667 square miles, it has, by 2015 estimates, a population of over 188 million people

(historyworld.net). It has ab©800 ethnic groups with different languages and cultures but
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the dominant ethnic groups are Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba (Falola & Heaton, 2008). It has 36
states with Abuja as the federal capital and operates a presidential constitutional republic
modelled a¢r the United States of America. The central government is headed by an
executive president who is elected for a maximum of two-year terms. It operates a
bicameralegislaturei The Senate and House of Representatives. The Senate has 109
members, thefrom each of the 36 states and one from the Federal Capital, Abuja. Seats for
the House of Representatives are allocated based pophdation of each state

(historyworld.net).

Nigeria was a British Colony and became independent on October 1, 198Qo0Pri

colonialism in the 19th Century, modern day Nigeria had several kingdoms and tribal states
which were brought under British rulBalola & Heaton, 2008). Te@r i t i sh adopt ed
r u laey&tem of administration by proxy throutje existing leal structuresTraditional

chiefs and community heads were empowered and used to run thediyadministration

of their localities while British officials supervised them (historyworld.net).

At independence in 1960, Tafawa Balewa emerged as the Rlimster under a

Parliamentary System of governmeHdbwever, political upheavalsoted in ethnic and

religious differences led to the overthrow of the Balewa Administration via a military coup in
1966.Military coup refers to the forceful overthrow of elected government and takeover

of power in a country by the militarffhe political crisis that followethe couded to a civil

war from 1967 to 1970 (Falola & Heaton, 2008). Series of interventions through military

coups followed resulting inprolongedi | i t ary rule. A total of el
recorded within 39 years of Nigeriabs indepe
the forceful takeover of political power incauntry by the military. Idow2000, p. 22)

notes that journaliste Nigeria functioned under military rule for about 31 years during

which they suffered Agrave persecution, dete
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varios ways and at Although demscraticigonerrsancé &g rémained

stable in the @untry since 1999 when the military handed over to an elected government,
ethnic, religious tensions and distrust persist, leading to frequent violent conflicts and
agitations for secession by some ethnic groups such as the Movement for the Emancipation of
the Niger Delta (MEND),lte Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) and the Movement for the

Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MASSOB) (cometnigeria.com).

Pate (2011a, p. 49) notes that Nigdx@ng a multicultural, pluralistic and heterogeneous
country,despite making remarkable progress in politics, economics, soeistence ath
other sectorghe country has fallen short of expectation in education, health and other
national development goals:
[ €] we are stil |l ciogbiitunaceeaptabde fasts abdut s o me
our social reality that continue to dent the integrity of Nigeria. For instance,

we have failed to meet any of the many
(Pate, 20114, p. 50).

3.3 Journalism and Development

Momoh (2@0) argues that the situation in Nigeria would have been different had the news
media played their expected role of promotiagponsible governance since independence in
1960. As had been discussed in Chapter Two, journalism has normative and pultiéc servi
roles within society, among which is the promotion of democracy and the good of the society
in addition to holding leaders accountable to the people (see Christians, et al., 2009; McQualil,
2013; Ogunyemi, 2014). According to Momoh (2000) the news niedNiggeria at

independence, failed to rise above the dichotomies within the social and political system in

the country. They promoted rather than oppose the political leadership which worked for
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itself rather than f or -déntclememand geliggrandisemenp er f ec
to become masters and to enslave their peopl
[ €] the medi a of i porulated by Nigerranswhohae i o n

been part and parcel of the tdinbwail s t
the indiscretions of those who have led us (Momoh, 2000, p. 35)

This negative perception of journalism is not limited to Nigeria. Hatchen (2012) in a study of
the news media in the United States reports that the image of journalism has beegdtarnish
badly because of growing public perception that the news media promote the interests of the
political elite and other influential people rather than serve as independent representatives of
the public. He asserts:
[ €] the news busiimgovetherstatgrd of jburnalists, way s t
whose public image has become so badly tarnished. To do this, the news
media must improve their performance and do their own reporting. Political

journalists must work to be again viewed as dispassionate news gatherers

rather than highly visible and opinionated performers.
The above positions on journalism and the news media underscore the importance of more
research into various aspects of journalism practice in different countries for comparative
studies, given that theews media reflect the political atmosphere in which they operate
(Ogunsiji, 1989). This research project responds to this need by focusing on journalism

practice in Nigeria

3.4  History of Journalism in Nigeria

The print and broadcast mediainNigdrim d di f f erent trajectories
journalism practice in Nigeria. While the print, made up of newspapers and magazines

debuted in preolonial Ngeria and was largely privatavned, the broadcast, made up of
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radio and television came mulgter and was a government mongpehtil the sector was
liberalised in 1992 Adefaye, 200Q)The development of the print and broadcast media are

therefore presented separately below.

3.41 The Print Media

The development of print journalism in Nigedan be divided into four periodisthe
Missionary Journalism Era, the Era of Ak®ominated Press, the Era of Indigenous Press

and the Era of Modern Nigerian Newspapers (Ogunsiji, 1989).

The Missionary Journalism Era

Although printing presses were ingtd, first in Calabar in 1846 by the Presbyterian Mission
and second, in Abeokuta in 1854 by a missionary journalist, Rev. Henry Townsend,
newspaper publishing did not start until 18&3¥mu, 1978)The two printing presses were
established primarily to pduce religious books, pamphlets and leaflets to promote the
spread of Christianity, but inspired subsequent use for journalistic purpose (Ogunsiji, 1989).
It was Rev. Towsend who in 1859established a Yoruba vernacular newspapere Irohin

fun Awon Aa Egba Ati Yorubgmeaning, a newspaper for the Egba and the Yoruba people).
It was published fortnightly and became bilingual in 1860 when an English version was

added (Omu, 1978).

The newspaper disseminated mainly, news about church activities suehtaasvidl or

departure of missionaries, establishment of new churches as well as, the death of religious or
traditional rulerslt was also reputed to have promoted an-slaive trade crusade through
editorials and news stories (Ogunsiji, 1989). The papeame extinct in 1867 following an
uprising in Yoruba land which forced many Europeans to leave. The pioneering role of the

newspaper makes it significant in the journalism history of Nig&aunsiji, 1989)
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Many other missionary newspapers were eitiabt between 1917 and 1947 and they are

believed to have influenced the first generation of educated Africans into exploring the

newspaper business in Nigeria (Omu, 1978).
Their (missionarieso6) examphoe gave ins
inherited thadea of newspaper and came to employ it as the chief weapon by

which they were to exercise their power of participation in the government of
their land (Omu, 1978, p. 8)

The missionary newspapers not only introduced journalism to Nigeria, they also aeeved

springboard for its subsequent growth.

The Era of Alien-Dominated Press

This was a period when ndyigerians mostly from other African countries, especially

Liberia and Sierra Leone, established newspapers in Nigeria (Omu, 1978). Toiksiirsh
newspapers was thinglo Africanwhich was established in 1863. The weekly, which was
sold for three pence, had the primary aim of taking advantage of the growing quest for
knowledge and Western education among Nigerians by providing them with affordable but
usefulinformation. It sold between 30 and 50 copies per week but ran into financial difficulty

and ceased to exist in 1865 (Omu, 1978).

Other alierowned newspapers such as, ltlagos Times, Gold Coast Colony Advertiser,

Lagos Observer, Nigerian ChrongcdndNigerian Timeslso existed during the period. Omu

(1978) records that many of them had short lifespans because the colonial administration
starved them of advertisement as a puni shmen
antagonismtowars t he administrationds policies) occ

nationalism in Nigeria then. For instance, tiagos Timesvhich was reported to have
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pioneered Omilitant journalism and national

P. 9) &plains:

[ €] Because of its militancy, it di
advertisements and only few individuals were in a position to insert
advertisements in the paper. With few or no advertisements, the paper could

not remain in existence.
The period was significant for laying the foundation for militant journalism and nationalism
which subsequent publications developed in the struggle fedsefmination and

independence.

The Era of Indigenous Press

This era marked the entry of Nigemginto newspaper ownership. The first newspaper was
theNigerian Chroniclewhich was established in 1914 (Omu, 1978). However, the paper was
unpopular because it was pgovernment at a time there was growing disenchantment
toward the colonial administiah among Nigerians. Despite being unpopular, it survived

until 1936, apparently because of advertisement patronage from the colonial government.
Other newspapers namely, thfrican Messenger, Nigerian Daily Times, West African Pilot,
Lagos Daily News, Mgerian Daily Telegraph, Comet, Nigerian Daily Mailere also

established by Nigeriawithin the period (Omu, 1978).

One of the most successful newspapers of this era waésgagan Daily Timesvhich
benefitted from its prggovernment stance and was eeded with advertisements and other
forms of patronage. It was made a subsidiary of.timalon Daily Mirrorand benefitted from
technical support which made it pioneer someastiyism and new orientation ihe Nigerian

newspaper industry. Page planningatmeent of news and staff welfare improved as the
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newspaper, because of its financial buoyancy, could afford to recruit the best available hands

in the industry (Ogunsiji, 1989).

However, the paper was unpopular among many Nigerians and as Ogunsiji (1289, p
e x p | 4 iérk kst theirespect of the general public and was of no consequence in the

agitation for the | iberation of Nigeriao.

Another prominent newspaper of this era, \est African Pilotyvas reported to have been
one of the most popular mamalist newspapers that was instrumental to political changes in
the country (Ogunsiji, 1989T.he vibrancy of the newspapers of this era in promoting
nationalism did not translate into financial gain and with a weak financial base, many had
short lifespas Ogunsiji,(1989 p.12 summarises the situation:
In general terms, one of the characteristics of the early Nigerian newspapers
was that most of them were economically weak. Lack of capital formation
limited their production and distribution potentialieir earning capacity was
limited, andconsequently, their growth as business enterprises was adversely

affected and fatally crippled in some situations. The money they got from

advertising and sales hardly cover the overhead costs for running the papers
Ironically, a similar situation curreigtexists in thenewspaper idustry inNigeria as a drop
in advertising and sale income has put many of them in difficult financial positions (Danaan,

2016).

The Era of Modern Nigerian Newspapers

The newspaper indtry in Nigeria withessed a rapid growth in the pogependent period
because regional and later, state governments established newspapers to publicise their
activities. Many government newspapers were established between 1960 and 1966 but the

civil war between 1967 and 1970 slowed down the rate as attention shifted to prosecuting the
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war (Ogunsiji, 1989). The existing newspapers were mobilized by the Federal Goveilmment
campaign for the countryds unity. However, t

continued after the civil war.

By 1974 virtually all the then 19 state governmentsl legtablished newspapers individually
or jointly. Among the newspapers jointly owned was$ketchwhich was jointly owned by
the governments of Ogun, Ondo and Oyo St&fiese private newspapers and magazines
also emerged in the 1980s and tinsatedncreased competition among jouristd and their
organisations as thesgruggled to outdo one another, resulting in unethical practices
(Ogunsiji, 1989). Some became paatisn support of politicians or political parties which led
to a clampdown on journalists and news media by government or law enforcement agents.
Ogunsiji (1989, p. observes:

The performance of the press in the gagependence era leaves much to be

desired. On one hand, there were many instances of antagonism from the

government. On the other hand, there was abundant evidence to prove that

some journalists did throthe ethics of their profession to the wind and
became ardent sycophants for theirtpali ¢ a | masters [ é]

He adds:

[ €] 1t is on record that Nm@asetooistom | our
political gains. The newspaper industry was politicized as the country itself,

particularly during the Second Republic (19/® 8 3 ) [ é Jswdr@notr nal i s
onlybootl i cki ng but al so snatching each ot

the darkest hour in the history of the Nigerian p(ps45).
Despite his observations, Ogunsiji (1989, p. 16) argues that journalists were influenced by the

circumgances and the environment in which they operated:

All said and done, one would like to give some credit to the Nigerian

journalists who were undoubtedly working under duress and many social,
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political and economic constraints. Working as a journalistigefia is like

wal king on a tight rope, one wrong ste
However, the period witnessed a great improvement in the physical quality of the
newspapers. Politicians were prepared to spend to acquire sophisticated typesetting and
printing eqiipment for thenresulting in improved typography and layout, better written news

stories and picture quali@Dgunsiji, 1989)

With a relatively stable democracy which has lasted almost 18 years (as at 2017) and
improved technology the newspaper indusgtriligeria has transformedith manyof them

now having online versions of their publications. There has also been a proliferation of online
publications as the mediaridscape becomes more democedtiddelabu, 2008 Despite

the positive developmentallegations of unethical conduct against journalists and the news

media have persisted (e.g. Abidde, 2012; Idowu, 2014).

3.42 The Broadcast Media

As shown in the preceding section, the development of journalism in Nigeria in the early

years centred omé print media comprising newspapers and magazines. It was not until

much later that television and radio came and were a government monopoly for many years

until 1992 (Adefaye, 2000).
[ ] radio and television were seen as
policies and considered too sensitive
broadcast stations were more or less extensions of the ministries of

information with officers sometimes reporting directly to the political

appointees in these governmenpaements (Adefaye, 2000, p. 126).
Radio and television broadcasting started in Nigeria at different times. Radio started in 1932

with the introduction in Lagos, of the Radio Distribution System (RDS) by the British
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Colonial Government. (Akashoro, Okidu&jaga, 2013). It was a relay systéaon the

British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) through wire systems connected to loudspeakers.
The Radio Distribution System was later changed to Radio Diffusion System in December
1935 to refl ect pagateihdr efforts and thabe o heralties tuoing fhe o
Second World WaiThe Radio Diffusion System which was available through subscription

was extended to different parts of the country between 1935 anqU9&8jah, 2006

The Nigerian Broadcasting Sére (NBS) was established in 1950 and opened stations in
Lagos, Ibadan, Kaduna, Kano and Enugu. The National Bretadr&orporationNBC)
came into being through the NBC Act of 1956 and took over the functions of the NBS.
Changes continued in the radiector as the NBC was rechristened the Federal Radio
Corporation of Nigeria (FRCN) in 1978 while a foreign service, the Voice of Nigeria was

established in 1990 (Akashororo, Okidu & Ajaga, 2013).

Unlike radio broadcasting which was introduced to NigerighieyBritish Colonial
Government, the first television in Nigekaown as Western Nigeria Television (WNTV)
was established by the Western Regional Government on OctqdEd58L The Eastern
Regional Government followed with her own television statio®otober 1, 1960, the day
Nigeria secured political independence from Britain while the Northern Regional
Government opened her television station in April 1962. Following the restructuring of the
country into states, different state governments establi$tegr own television stations
leading to a proliferation of television stations across the country. However, private

ownership was not allowed (Udeajah, 2005).

The military administration under Olusegun Obasanjo promulgated Decree No. 24 of 1977
throughwhich it took over television stations in the country to give it effective control of the

stations and brought them under the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA) (Udeajah, 2005
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During the Second Republic (191983) some state governments establishedtaelewisions
stations, thus breaking Feder al Government 0s
though governmertwned were established primarily to promote the political aspirations of
those in power at the federal and state levels (Akashoidu@kAjaga, 2013). Like their
print counterparts, the news media were seen as bia&aebur of the government and
political party in power at the federal or state level. Assessing the performance of the
broadcast media in Nigeria during the Second RepuAkashoro, Okidu and Ajaga (2013,
p. 49) note:
The media compromised their own individual interests or editorial judgements
and acceded to promoting government interests out of compliance. The media
gave virtually little or no access to dissentingcesi or views especially those

that were political. And also, the media never pretended to act as a neutral

observer but provided information that was slanted to suit particular interests.
However, the liberalisation of the broadcast media by the Ibrahbarpda military
government through Decree No. 38 of 1992 broke government monopoly of the sector and
allowed for private ownership of radio and television stations. It was a significant

of

(¢)

achievement by the administratiaa thisi | o o s ened t goeernmentdnopoly o p
on the electronic medigUdeajah, 2005, p. 164). The liberalizatimasresulted irbetter
competitionandacquisition of modern technology among broadcast statikkashoro,
Okidu and Ajaga (2013, p. 52) observe that the contempbraadcasting is vibrant and
technology driven:
Like in the advanced world, many broadcast stations, both government and
private have acquired and have started broadcasting with modern digital

equipment or facilities in order to enhance their performancelivery rating

among their listenership or viewership
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The liberalisation has also led to a proliferation of radio and television station across the
country. The National Broadcasting Commission (NBC), the regulatory body for
broadcasting, issued 114w licences for radio, television and cable services within the first

four years of operatioand Nigeria now has over 150 television stations (Myers, 2014).

3.5 The Media System in Nigeria

Nigeria is described as having one of the most vibrant and vagigd media in Africa

(Freedom House Report, 2015). The media system is plural, made up of state and
independently owned news media that operate across the 36 states of the country (Adeyemi,
2013). Their vibrancy has been attritdite the varety ofinterests controlling them

(Daramola, 2006). There are over 100 national and local news publications and there are at
least a radio and televisiatation in every state capit@jo, Akinreti, Odegbenle & Jegede,
2013). The authors report thdtt@ugh the prt sector is generally more outspoken, radio

has a greater penefi@i across the country

The news media in Nigeria is rated partly free by Freedom House, a global body monitoring
press freedom, in its 2015 report (freedomhouse.org) and Nigeria rankedtldf1180 in

the World Press Freedom Index released by ReporteroWYiBordersAs already pointed

out, federal and state governmeawned broadcast statioaseusuallypartisan in favour of
theparty orgovernment in poweaind switch loyalty when atloer party assumes power
(Daramola, 2006)Central government controls the radio and television organizations, the
Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria (FRCN) and the Nigerian Television Authority (NTA).

NTA has 45 stations across Nigemvhile FRCN has 6 (Ojo, et al.2013).

Thederegulation of théroadcast mediand the proliferation ahdependentadio and

televisions stations have affordeitizens access to alternativaslike when the sector was a
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government monopoly (Myers, 20)14However, thaise of advertising as a means of subtle

control of the news media which started from the colonial government {©88) has

continued under subsequent governmé@dtramola, 2006; Okwuchukwu, 2014)

Umechukwu (2001) reports that newspapers sudthasade, Lagos CriticandRecordthat
werepreggover nment received most of governmentos
the expense of newspapers viewed as critical of the colonial administration. Okwuchukwu

(2014) observes that the use of advertisenmtentsntrol media outfits through deliberate

denial of advertising patronage and revenue had continued under military and democratic

governments in the country.

With the rapid growth of mobile telephone services, internet penetration is rising, affording
people opportunity to receive and share information outside the traditionalmegia of

radio, television, newspapers and magazines (Daramola, 2006). Many of the news media now
have online presence which makes it possible for them to be viewed or resgitherglobe

(Ojo, et al, 2013). Nigeris experiencingne of the fasteshternet penetratiogrowth rates

in the world. According to the Freedom House Report 2015, over 48 per cent of the estimated

(as at then)67 million peoplein Nigeria accessedéhnternet in 2014 (éedomhouserg).

The media system in Nigeria is yet to be well categorised or characterised in academic work
on Nigerian journalism. This research project found Bhigeria does not fit into any of the

media systems operating in Wes countriegnd elsewhere. Rathdike many other

countries in different parts of the worléatures of differentnodels of journalisncan be

foundin Nigeria corroboratiny o | t me r @&laimthal rultifde)systems eexist in some
cowntries.The daracteristics of various models found in Nigeria are summarised in the table

belowand discussed in subsequent sections.
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Table 3.1

Features of various media systems in the Nigerian news media

Liberal Model | The Polarized | Democratic Polish Media | Russian Model | Asian Model Ubuntu South African
Pluralist Corporatist System African Model
Model Model Worldview
Commercial Limited High historical, | Survival and State Ethnic and Group High political
orientation circulation of cultural commercial intervention (in | religious solidarity and | parallelism
(Many depend | newspapers Ireligious pressures stateowned pressures belonging
on adverts) (circulation influence media) Social and
figures continue Political Propaganda Political
Existence of to drop) Politically and Political pressures journalism influences
many privately commercially parallelism

owned media

Relative
freedom from
state
intervention

Intervention in
stateowned
news media

High political
parallelism

Weak
professionalism
in some news
media.

linked media
co-exist

Occasional
state
intervention in
private news
media.

Journalism of
association,
affiliation and
belonging
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As seen in the table abowgriants of the three media systems enunciated by Hallin and

Mancini (2004)and other modelsan befound in Nigeria. Ths, as is the case with many

other countries, attributes of various media systaragound in Nigerigimilar to what

Pfetsch (2013, p.163) callegohparadi gmhtatcoan

which influence global syems

Hallin and Mancini (2004) categoesl8 Western countries into North Atlantic, Northern
European and Southern European which have different media systems operating in them. The
media systems are the Liberal, Polarized Pluralist and Democratic Gaiporadels. HHN

and Mancini (2004) propodeur analytical dimensions for the models which are, the degree

and nature of state involvement in the media; the degree of political parallelism (i.e. the level
of formal or informal link of the media with ptcal parties or institutions); the degree of
professionalism in journalism in relation to independence and adherence to high ethical
standard, and commitment to public service. Features séamel othemodels as found in

Nigeria are discussed below

3.51 The Liberal Model

Proposed as the model representing the media system in the United States)rBtéaah,

and Canadats main features are commercial news market, limited amount of state
intervention, high degree of journalistic professionalerd weak political parallelism.

Nigeria exhibits two of these features. The commercial market oriantatsirong in Nigeria
where manyews organiations depend on advertisement for their survival. No independent
news media enjoys any subvention dosgdy from government so they raiy advertising
revenue Another feature is that most independent news organizatioressates Liberal

model prescribedargely free from state interventioHowever, state security agents
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sometimesnvite journalists ér questioning or conduct searches in media howkes they

publish something government functionariesigents are not happy with.

3.52 The Polarized Pluralist Model

Elementof this modelwhich was proposed as representing the media system in
Mediterranean countriesan also be found in Nigeria. The mogetharacterised hymited
circulation of papers, intervention of state, high political parallelism and a weak level of
professionalisnfHallin & Mancini, 2004) Someof these features are sdargovernment
owned newspapers Migeria where politicians in government and their parties influence
editorial appointments anghat gets published hey have less appeal to the audience
because they are seen more as megaphones of the political pgrte®imwhich control

them, which results in poor circulation. The independensme&dia also exhibit some of the
traits of the polarized pluralist modé&lor example, following the change in the global media
ecology which has shifted interest away frorwapapers, there are only a few mass
circulation newspapers laft Nigeria There is also a high level of formal and informal
linkagebetween journalists and political parties or institutions. Many journalists relate with
and rely on politicians dsothpotential sourcesf informationand forfinancial patronage

(Jibo & OkoosiSimbene, 2003; Golwa, 2011; Kayode, 2011)

3.53 Democratic Corporatist Model

This model which is associated with Northern and Central European democracies exhibits a
strong influece of historical, cultural, political and market forces; thexistence of
commercial and politicaljinked media; little or nstate intervention and a high degree of

journalistic professionalism (Hallin & Mancini, 2004). In Nigeria, there is a strdhgence
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of historical, cultural, political and market foraesthe news mediéPate, 201k). Being a
multi-ethnic country with over 250 ethnic nationalities, who are majorly divided along the
ChristianMuslim religious lines, cultural and religious liménces are strong within the

society and this rubs off on the news media (Pate,&@liraj, 2013). Also, some of the

news media are owned by politicians hence the tendency to be influenced by them. There is
therefore the c@xistence of commerciallgriented and politically linked news media in

Nigeria (Daramola, 2006).

Based on the four analytical dimensions, aspects of the three models can be found in Nigeria
with traits ofthe Liberal and Democratic Corpodtmodels dominant. As noted, this is yet

to be well classifiedh literature and needs further exploration in future research.

3.54 Other Models

As already stated, like Nigeria, some other countries also exhilwh#racteristicef

different media modeld-or instance, Dabe®strowskaand Gbwacki (2008) contenthat

the Polish media system is somewhere between the polphgatist and liberal models.
Theynote that pressures of commercialization and tabloidization which followed foreign take
overs of the nesrmedia werehallenging journiism autonomy in the country. Although

there are no such foreigakeovers in Nigeria, her news media fabe pressures of

commercialization and survival occasioned by dwindling income.

Similarly, Eleana (2012) notethe influence of the political and bosss elites in imposing
hegemonic patterns of power on the media in Russia where state intervention and political
parallelism is dominant. Although state intervention mtlews media in Nigeria is varied

with governmenbwned organisations experiengimore frequeninterventionand private

owned occasional intervention (usually when they publish what offends government
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officials) - affinity to the political class is common (Jibo@koostSimbene, 2003). There

arethus some similarities between theotaountries.

In the same veirMcCargo (2003, p.201) proposesn Asi an model whi ch he
pol yvalenced which depicts a situation of ex
interests. He notes thadhe interests coexist and contesthm the extremely diversified

society. This is also applicable to Nigeria in some ways because various ethniajseligio

political interestexert pressure on the operations of the news mediéerent ways

(Ochogwu, 2011; Golwa, 2011)s pointedout in 3.1, Nigerians have strong attachments to

their ethnicand religious identities which reflect in various sectors of the country including

the news medid@atronage of the news media by the various groups is related to whether they

are perceived asiendly or antagonistic to their interests (Golwa, 2011).

From the above, it would be seen that while Nigeria cannot fit int@fithe media systems
discussedhut sheexhibits some of their features. The existence of media patterns that are
different fom the ideal types have increased the call for the formulation of new models that
will take cognizance of these varieties. Hadl§2012), for example, enunciatasiew post
colonial African model of mediatate relations that recognises tihstacles to

democratization proposirthatthe newsmediashouldhave a national development agenda.
With reference to the siation in South Africa, he listhe preponderance of dominant single
party, ethnic and tribal tensions, the rise of clientism, inequalityiere rural divides, as

some of these challenges. Similarly, Albuquerque (2012) in a discourkse pretlia system

in Brazil callsfor a model that specifies an active role for the news media as political agents

in their own right.

The debate on the ur@xsal application of existing media system models is unlikely to end

soonbutHdl n and Mancini 6s ( 2BPo0rdheoriestoirtre®resnodel s,
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(Siebert et al, 1956) before it, seras a useful lens for comparative research of media
systemsn different parts of the world (Patterson, 2007) Pasterson asserfS,we under st ar
mediasystems more fully by thinking about them through those models and by thinking

about variations within the modelso (2007, p

For this study, the varioldemants outlined abovare beneficial in the quest of a better
understanding of socipolitical and other influences on professional journalism stasdard

Nigeria

Liberal Model

Polarized
Pluralist Democratic

Model Corporatist
Model

Other Models

7

Figure 31 Map of Nigeria showing thaieracting Media System Models.

Source: The Researcher
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3.6  The Challenges of Journalism Practice in Nigeria

Nigeria had a vibrant press long before it secured independence from Britain in 1960
(Ogunlusi, 2013)Viewed in some quartees one of the most vibraint Africa, the Nigerian
press (as the news media are generally referred to) was in the forefront of the struggle for
independence anthter, the fight for the return of democracy the country (Adesoji, 2006).
As had been discussed, although there ameutia conglomerates or well defined media
systems as exist in the developed world, the vibrancy of the news media in Nigeria is
buttressed by its plurality which ensures armterbalancing of tendencies, because the

audience$ave access to a variety (N®, 2006).

However, a combination of the global and local phenomena in the news media industry

appear to be generating responses from journalists which atgbtint forthe criticisms

found intheliterature(Adesoji, 2006; Daramola, 2006; UNDP, 201Bactors like open

disregard for journalism ethics, loss of interest or passion for the profession resulting in quest

for opportunities to quiit for more profitable ventures, abandonment of sadeonduct

resulting in the virtual institutionalizing ohgelope journalism (offerof cash in exchange

for coverage or turning a blind eye to wrong doing) are identifi¢ke literatureaspractices
amongjournalists which have resulted afalling standard of journalism (Abidde, 2012;

Adeyemi, 2006; Daramal 2006; Jibo and OkoeSimbine, 2003)For exampleAdeyemi

(2013, p.221) observésh at audi ence confidence in the ne\
all-t i me Il.owSi[régi]l arly, a UNDP ( 2 0el200y electopior t o0 n
Nigeriandest hat j ournalists condoned election rig
Also, Jibo ad OkoosiSimbine (2003) accugeurnalists of promoting the Nor8outh

divide and being biased in their reporta8aenilarly, Adesoji, (2006) notethat the ne/s

media in Nigeria have departed from the noble roles they once played and are now deeply
involved in corruption with envelope journalism almostdyamg a norm. He also identifies
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the policy of incorporationwhere journalists are offered political appinents as
commissioners, special advisors or serve as contractors and media consultants to political

leaders.
Abidde (2008)equallyopines that journalists have ceasededHe conscience of the nation

Nigeria is in a mess. And no profession, save#oty politics, mirrors

what the country has become more than the journalism profession.
Today, Nigerian Journalism is in a
has become a cathedral of excesses, a pool of duplicity. However goes
journalism goes a natioin Nigeria, both are going to the dogs. (Para

1.).

On his part, Ochogwu (2011, p.3) identifies
economic and political realities in the coun
inability to repat as they should. Probably owing to its novelty, intensity and protracted

nature, the coverage of tB®ko Haraminsurgence in Nigeria has attracted the attention of
scholars.Boko Haraminsurgence refers tihe sectarian violence pgetrated mainly inhte
North-Eastern part of Nigerian by aslamic movement which wants to introduce the Islamic

sharia law across the country in place of the secular system of gove(@wmamisibie,

2016) According tothe Network of Civil Society Organisation over 23,@i#bple had been

killed and over two milliordisplaced by the activities of the group which employ suicide

bombing, burning, looting against innocent civilians and commurated 2016
(vanguardngr.coimAssessing the coverage of the insurgeiaangwa(2013, p.55) giesa

neaative rating othe news media, arguing that the news media and several others have

Aerroneously misinterpretedo the insurgence
hi m, ABoko Haram i s pr adgavernahcg, organiped lindet thec a | re
cloak of religion. o Another negative wverdict
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echo accusations that the news media in Nigeria contribute to worsening the state of
insecurity and conflicts by their style of refaye. They accuse the media of being more

concerned with maximizing profit and increasing audience base.

Okoro and Odoemelam (201i8)their workdrawan ambivalentonclusionby returning a

negative and positive verdict from a content analysis of fogef¥in newspapers (The

Guardian, Daily Sun, Vanguard and This Day). They base their analysis on ten frames
response, political, economic, religious, ethnic, powerlessness, attribution of responsibility,
labelling, human interest and conspira€iiese rela toreports on Boko Haram activities in
2012. They conclude that there were contrasting patterns in the coverage by the newspapers

within the period.

In a slightly different study, Suraj (2013) who conducted another analysis of newspaper
coverage of thensurgence by three dailies (The Guardian, The Nation and The Punch) from
April to June, 2012 sought to establish the influence of political partisanship, media
ownership and ethnaeligious affiliation in the patterns of reportage by the newspapers. He
found that they fAavoided sensationalismo (p.

political affiliation influenced how they portrayed the Boko Haram stories.

Some others have criticized journalists in Nigeria for not upholding the ideals ofljsorna

as practiced in other parts of the world (see Idowu, 2014; Jibo & OEansiene, 2003).

Abidde Q008) argues that the social environment appears to have literarily beaten journalists
into 6submissiond such t ha siongllpoonscioasior that s ar e
they seek opportunities to abandon the profession for greener pasture. Some commentators
also assert that journalists of this era no longer exhibit the kind of commitment that was
evidencesome years ago. Abidde (2012) iliiztes this in a review of the state of journalism

in contenporary Nigeria
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Unlike the 1960s through the 1980s, news coverage is getting weaker and
weaker. And many a time, critical examination of people and events are
mi ssing. | n a d dtiortg inwestigativg jounnalidno, angntores e e s
What passes for news, many a times, looks like government dictated public
service announcement. And many editorials are nothing but apologies and
infantile opposing viewpoints. Except on few instances, commentaries
opinion pieces by some columnists are dull and dumb. It is as if some are
afraid to speak their mind; afraid to offend; afraid to lose favarul;afraid to
push the envelop@ara.6)

He adds

And indeed, many journalists go on to work as media aidé®a
spokespersons for governors, ministers, and governmental agencies. Many
trained journalists no longer care about the news or the news business. The
financial reward is what most are after. And because the salary and overall
compensation of the avemgpurnalist is so meagre, many resort to shady
schemes just tougment their incomépara. 9).

These perspectives raise curious issues that call for empirical investigation to ascertain the

situation and this study is a response to this.

3.6.1 Nigerian Journalists and Ethical Challenges

Credibility is a foundational pnciple of journalism and it igwreatened when jourhsts

ignore ethical prescriptions in carrying out their du(@ayebadi & Alajmi, 2014).

According to Kalu (1989, p. 14), professoh  j our nal i sm fAmeans being
a code of ethics that works. Professionalism must be expressed in superior performance,

et hical behavi our ,. ®neof theraclriing issuestimediteratireg e nce [ é
about journalism practicten Ni geri a i s takopbéepomenahi 8 mod o6
Abidde,2012; Adeyemi, 2013; Daramola, 2006). Journalists are acclisetiating and

collecting gifts wiich is against the ethical codeiding the profession. What framework is
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in place to chek or sanction journalists who operate unprofesdipoa who violate the

ethical cod@

To ensure that practitioners do not engage in acts capable of eroding the credibility of the
profession, various journalism professional groups presarnbethical odefor members

which, among othersgnjointhem to act independently and avoid any act capable of eroding
their credibility or influenceheir editorial decisions (Ogunlusi, 2013; Onyebadi & Alajmi,
2014)). For instance, the US based Society of Profesisiournalis (SPJ), the National

Union of Journalists of Britain and Northern Ireland, the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ)
and others in different parts of the world have ethical codes whiohagainst activities that
could compromise journalistiotegrity (McQuail, 2013). However, despite the ethical

guides, the issue of solicitation and acceptance of gifts in various forms by journalists exist in
different parts of the world (Onyebadi & Alajmi, 2014). Onyebadi and Alajmi (2014) assert
that the pactice goes by different pseudonyms and may be more prevalent in some countries
than ohers. They also found thathas a global spread and could come in various forms

i ncl udexpegseginid trips provided by corporate organizations, tickets totemh

all sorts of material gift itemso (p. 3).
Li, (2013) agrees that gift collection by journalists is not a new phenomenon while Sanders
(2003) contenslthat it dates back to the " Tentury Europe. Skjerdal (2010) did a

compilation of pseudonyms useat bribing reporters in different countries in Africa.
According to him, the practice whicboliis gene
(short for solidarity) in Ghana amdlalama yamatoktranslated to mean money for

buttocks) in Zambia. The Asbia pseudonym, according to him suggests that journalists are
paid a kind of sitting allowance. Ristow (2010) found that in China, it is cadtténvelope

while in Ukraine, it is referred to gsansa(to describe the blue jeans commonly worn by

journaists).
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Most studiegend to blame the poor financial and economic status of journalists for the
phenomenon which predispose them to accepting inducements (see Kasoma, 2007; Li, 2013;
Skjerdal, 2010. The studies also found that the situation is worsgeatodag countries

especially in Africa, where the salary of journalists is low (Skjerdal, 2010; Mwesige, 2004).
Onyebadi and Alajmi (2014) did a comparison of the salary earned by journalists in the

United States and Zambia and found that whereas oniyt &Bmer cent of the journalists

surveyedin Zambiaearned above 500 US dollars a month, the average monthly salary of a
newcommunication graduate in the UnitSthtes as at 2012 was $3,648e autbrs

descri bedphédromeamo s ([figing the different lavelstohesohaaic
development in both countries. Accordingdayebadi and Alajmi, 2014, p) the reporters

who engage i nknbogw fwhbatc oldren tiitondoes to journ
personal economic predicaments of t@porters who accept the inducements appear to take
precedence over their adherence to ethical s

journalism practice in many developing countries like Nigeria.

3.6.2 The Nigerian Press Council

The Nigerian PresSouncil (NPC) like similar bodies in other parts of the world, was

established to monitor and regulate the conduct of journalists in Nitgeaasure that they

operate in accordance with professional norms (Daramola, 2005). Established by the Federal
Government of Nigeria via Decree No. 85 of 1992 and amended by Act No. 60 of 1999, the

NPC was designed to operate like similar journalismregjiilatory bodies in different
countries to fAmake t he pr eoff estriotivergevenmants ponsi bl
regul ations and i nter f éedeneenaltreough ifiDeastatatomno | a, 200

regulator, itis expected to function in line with the liberal sedfyulatory ideals practiced by
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journalists in developed democracies like the United Kingdoththe United States of
America. Probably because it is constituted by various news media groups and with a few
representatives of the government, it had been adjudged as ineffective and there are calls for
an amendment of the law establishing it to ewleseffectiveness (Ekpu, 2008ccording to

the decree establishing it, the NPC comprises 17 members made up of a chairman, four
representatives of the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ), two representatives each, of the
Newspaper Proprietors AssociatiohNigeria (NPAN), the Nigerian Guild of Editors (NGE),
the Broadcasting Organisation of Nigeria (BON) and the public.

The counci | @&eecutedithraughifoarc@snmittaese These are, the Complaint
Committee, the Research and Documentation Comejithe Registration and Disciplinary
Committee and the Rights and Privilege Commifide functions of the Nigerian Press

Council according to Act 85 of 1992 include:

1. Enquiring into complaints about the conduct of the press and the conduct of any
person or organization towards the press and exercising in respect of the complaints

the powers conferred upon it under this Act;

2. Monitoring the activities of the press with a view to ensuring compliance with the

code of Professional ardthical Conduct bthe NigeriaUnion of Journalists;

3. Receiving application from, and documenting the print media and monitoring their
performance to ensure that owners and publishers comply with the terms of their
mission statements and objectives in liaison with theddeper Proprietors

Association of Nigeria;

4. Research into contemporary press development and engaging in updating press

documentation;
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5. Fostering the achievement and maintenance of high professtandardby the

Press;

6. Review developments lik¢o restrict the supply through the press, of information
of public interest and importance or which are liable to prevent free access of press to
information and advising on measures necessary to prevent or remedy such

development; and

7. Ensure the mtection of the rights and privileges of journalists in the lawful

performance of their professional duties.

Evidence unearthed in this research project suggesthésat functionare not keing
performed. ie NPC is bogged down by personality cksdmong the memberand lack of
agreement on how the functions would be execu@ee of those interviewed for this
research project, JP10, who was a member of
According to him, NP C 1 iorgan brsettmgttesstdnddrds and e t h e
everything, but due to disagreement among the stakeholders, the body is just there, without a
board, inactive and stuff like thiainterview 10, 2015)Ray Ekpu, a former Secretary of the
Newspapers Proprietors Assdaa of Nigeria (NPAN), one of the bodies constituting the
NPC, blames thmeffectiveness of the council on its inability to enforce its decisions:
The Nigerian Press Council, like several other press councils in the world,
depended on moral suasion ft iegulatory duties. But it soon found out that
many editors would not even reply to its queries, would not appear before it to
give testimony and would not publish the adjudications of the Council. They

simply treated t he Co wihcouldlnotenforcents | evi t vy

decisions, could not impose sanctions (Ekpu, 2000, p. 72).
The above opinions tend to explain why a majority of respondents to this study rated the

journalism regulatory bodies as ineffective.
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3.6.3 The Nigerian Union of JournalstsCode of Ethics

The Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) doubles as a professional body and a trade union. As
a profesmnal body, it registers praciig journalists and issues them with identification
cards. The union is constituted by state coundiiEh are made up of chapels formed by
journalists employed by news media organisations in different states of the federation
(Ogunlusi, 2013)Every professional journalist is expected to belong to the NUJ but there is
no law making this compulsorizike their counterparts in other parts of therld, theNUJ
hasa code of ethics to guide the conduct of members in carrying out their professional duties.
The current codealsoknownaé The |l ori n Decl arationo was
to the code bethics aptly captures its essence:

Journalism entails a high degree of public trust. To earn and maintain this

trust, it is morally imperative for every journalist and every news medium to

observe the highest professional and ethical standards. Indresexof these

duties, a journalist should always have a healthy regairthégpublic interest
(NUJ Code of Ethics)

The code has fifteen key provisions including, editorial independence, accuracy and fairness,

decency, reward and gratification, pubhterestandsocial responsibility

1. Editorial Independence:

Decisions concerning the content of news should be the responsibility of a

professional journalist.

This implies that news content should not be influenced bypnoiessionals. Decisions as to
what constitutes news must be taken by journalists without interference from proprietors,
advertisers and other ngournalists on what gets published. Titedature (Alan, 2012;
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Odunewu, 2000; Phillips, 2015) confirms that journalists face enormowsipean the
course of duty which ultimately influences journalistic output. This provision, meant to free
journalists from such influeces, has not achieved much as proprietors, editors and other

interests influenceditorial decisions (Odumu, 2009; Ogunye2014)

2. Accuracy and Fairness:
i. The public has a right to kngvactual, accurate, balanced and fair reporting is the
ultimate objective of good journalism and the basis of earning public trust and

confidence.

ii. A journalist should refrain from puishing inaccuate and misleading
information.Where such information has been inadvertently published, prompt
correction should be made. A journalist must hold the right of reply as a cardinal rule

of practice.

iii. In the course of his duties a journsilishould strive to separate facts from

conjecture and comment.

Truth is the cornerstone of journalism and this tHegeered provision stresses this point.
Accuracy and fairness in the reportagessuess crucial considering the damage any
inaccuracy ould do to the credibility of a journalist and his/her organisation. According to
the codereports must not just be as accurate as possible but must be fair. Odunewu (2000, p.
2) asserts:

Accuracy is also critical to ethical performance of a journalisti&s free

from mistakes should be the goal. It is unethical for a journalist to cut ethical

corners for the sake of scooping the competition or meeting a deadline. If he
should get it first, he should get it right.

The trust and credibility that journsats enjoy from their audience are based on the

assumption that they would not publish inaccurate information. However, the level of
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observance of this clause is questionable goingdoysations of bias and inaccuracies

against thenews media in NigeriéEke, 2014; Jibo & Okoosbimbene, 2003)

3. Privacy:

As a general rule, a journalist should respect the privacy of individuals and their

families unless it affecthe public interest.

a. Information on the private life of individuals and their families shaulty be
published if it impinges otine public interest.

b. Publishing of such information about individuals as mentioned above should be
deemed justifiable only if directed at:
i. Exposing crime or serious misdemeano
ii. Exposing antisocial conduct;
iii. Protectingpublic health, morality and safety;
iv. Preventing the public from being misled by some statement or action of the

individual concerned.

This clause which is backed by the Invasion of Privacy iteMigeria aims at preventing

undue 1 ntr us i sprvate livas.cConsigedng the distinetibndn law between
public and private persons (Obateru-jvof2016) a
the clause, it is not surprising that the private lives of celebrities and public officers are

soure s of Oscoops6 and exclusive stories for |
The dawn ofnfotainmentin the media where journalists compete for gossip and similar

stories (Christians, et al.; McQuail 20i8undermining this clause. Inacbi t o 6sat i sf y o
audiencewh o Hachten (2012, p. 173) notes fAwant t

chall enged to think seriously about salient
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lives of performing artists and other celebriiies manner thatnd to compromistheir

privacy (Odumu, 2009)

Thi

Privilege/Non-disclosure:
A journalist should observe the universally accepted principles of confidentiality and

should not disclose the source of information obtained in confidence.

A journalist should not breach an agreement with a source of information obtained as

Aofécordo or as Abackground i nformationo

s article is meant to protect those who

This ensures that those who asgsrnalists in doing their jaglmostly in confidence, are not

g

endangered. A breach of confidentiality woul

journalists and refuse to volunteer such information in future. Woellslources are also

likely to be gared of giving information to journalists for fear that their identities could be

divulged.

Decency:

A journalist should dress and comport himself in a manner that conforms to public
taste.

A journalist should not present loud details, either in wordpiciure, of violence,

sexual acts, abhorrent or horrid scenes.

iii. A journalist should refrain from using offensive, abusive or vulgar language.

In cases involving personal grief or shock, enquiries should be carried out and
approaches made with sympathy amstcetion.

Unless it is in the furtherance of the
generally avoid identifying relatives or friends of persons convicted or accused of

crime.
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The section addresses different areas covered by journalistic astantieenjoins

jour nal i sts t o mMdahesetinalidedre§dsing wellto ¢ommanderespeittias

considered than inappropriatelydressed person is unlikely to be taken seriousiyh W

increasingly marketiriven and commercialized journalisthe values specified invi have

been substaratly eroded (Phillips, 2015). As Bourdieu (1998, p. 72 obsethespews
media,areind per manent amnesiao of seeking for d&éne
customersvhich makes them tpublish lorrid pictures, neanude photographs and others

hitherto considered as being in bad taste
6. Discrimination:

A journalist should refrain from making p

group, religion, sex or to any physical or mental illness or haaqlic

This articleof the codeaims at protecting the underprivileged and other disadvantaged
persons from ridicule or discrimination in the manner they are portrayed by the news media.
It recognises the role of jourigts in framing public opinion issus and assumes that the
manner in which people are presented in the news media could influence how the public
relates to them. However, there is variance in its observance by journalists dgmenthe

issue being treated. For examples hews media iniyeria have been accused of exhibiting
bias and indiscretion in the handling of ethnic and religious isadsh sometimes result in

violence (Golwa, 2011; Nwabueze & Ebeze, 2013)

7. Reward and Gratification:

i. A journalist should neither solicit nor accepilie, gratification or patronage to
suppress or publish information.

ii. To demand payment for the publication of news is inimical to the notion of news as a

fair, accurate, unbiased and factual report of an event.
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This is a particularly thorny and interestiadicle of the code. The section forbids journalists

from soliciting or accepting bribe, gratification or patronage return forpublishing or by
contrastsuppresisg information. News that is induced can hardly be fairpeate and

unbiased (Kayod€01l) . The Obr own enyvthdliteraptmesaygisdr omed w
widespread among journalists in Nigeria (Abidde, 2008; Eke, 2014; Nwabueze, 2010) is
covered by this code. This addssuggestedthdhat i1 f t
literature, t constitutesa violation of the code of ethics for professional journalists and any
journalist engging in it is being unethicaGolwa, (2011) and Onyebadi and Alajmi, (2014)

argue that certain factors such as irregular or poor salary dispose joutnaiscting

Geward and gratificaticddwhich might include collection of money or other favours such as

paid trips or other gifteeven thoughihey areaware that it is unethicarl his does not,

however, justify the syndrome. Another issuenisere dos advertisement and profitability

stand in an era of news commercialisation? Is it possible to solicit for patronage (i.e.
advertisement, supplement, etc.) and still remain objective in matters conaemiegd s

potential customefs

If news organisationsfficially charge a fee to cover a news event as is currently the case in
some news organisations,this not a breach ofeéltode?n addition would journalists not

be taking a cue from their oorthemselvesasvhenons i f
covering areventfor which their employer has chargewould such organisations be

morally justified to sanction their employees who demand for or receive gratification from

those they cover? The findings of this study presented and discussed in ChayotelFsve

and Six provide answers to thepestions
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8. Violence:

A journalist should not present or report acts of violence, armed robberies, terrorist
activities or vulgar display of wealth in a manner that glorifies such acts in the eyes of

the public.

This section enjoins journalists to avoid 6s
criminal acts, but the stiff competition in media industry where professional journalists are
competing with rival organisations and citizen journalists appear tmbermining its
observance (Galadima, 2011). I n the quest to
stories, many journalists oo r 6 s c o rogkesti@entemdita gtotify violence or

terrorism. For exaple, Suraj (2013)n a study orthe caoerage of théoko Haram

insurgency by some newspapersin Nigasido s er ves t hat the media ap
|l eaddadonews sell sd we  rwhichenade thgpeat thaithe news e c ov e
media were partners with the terrorists.dHHe at es t hat dAit i s somet hirt
the media thrive in crisis reportage and terrorists have exploited this seeming weakness of the

press to their full advantageo (Suraj, 2013,

In a similar study, Okorie & Chukuma (2012, p, 53) meploat the coverage of thgoko
Harami nsur gents by the broadcast media figlorif
4) equally opines that journalists for fear
debates, prefer polemics over rigorouguanent, and in general, do whatetlegy can to
pr omot e Qwensibi¢ (R0&&, p 83) acknowledges the dilemma faced by journalists
in thisregard

Though it remains attractive in the increasingly commercialised press,

covering and communicating dtiot is an uphill task particularly for local

practitioners who must effectively screen major news sources. Their

professional challenge is how this is done whilst maintaining the desired level
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of commitment to truth, accuracy and respecting demandgiohabsecurity
and personal safety.

As the section states, journalists should moa quest to shore up salegatings,contravene
the code by publishing stories that tend to glorify violence, terrorist activities and ostentatious
lifestyle. Theysha | d r at her , exercise caution Ain rep:«

values so that reports about them do not appear to justify or present them as values of a nation

and a peopledo (Odumu, 2009, p. 55).
9. Children and Minors:

A journalist should not ieintify, either by name or picture, or interview children
under the age of 16 who are involved in cases concerning sexual offences, crimes and

rituals or witchcraft either as victims, witnesses or defendants.

This article aligns with the universal prinapdf protecting children and minors who are

deemed not to be old enough to fully realize the consequences of their actions, so that nothing
is done to jeopardize their futurehe popular strategy adopted among the news media in

order not to breach thistaie is the use aflustrations or pseudonymwhere necessarto

protect the identity of such minors.
10. Access to Information:

A journalist should strive to employ open and honest means in the gathering of

information. Exceptional methods may be emplaydd when the public interest is at

stake.

The section enjoins journalists to obtain information through acceptable methods, such as
making their identity known and making clear their purpose when obtaining information.
However, journalists in Nigeria aradher developing countries face hostilities from public

officers and others affected when investigating stories. Even with the Freedom of Information
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Act, many public officers and institutions still make access to information difficult for not

only journdists, but other members of the public. The difficulty in accessing needed

information tendto encouraggomej our nal i sts to hide under the
employ unconventional means to obtain informatdmle investigating stories (Odumu,

2009)
Public Interest:
A journalist should strive to enhance national unity and public good.

This article encourages journalists to avoid anything capable of undermining national unity
or public goodA journalist is expectedlwaysto pursue and defengublic goa. His/her
professional activities shoufstomotenational unity and the webleing of society generally
This means thabprnalists should not disseminate information likely to result in a breach of
peace or create disaffection among the pedpdspite this code, journats and newmedia

in Nigeriaallegedy heightenreligious and ethnic divisions within the countiyough the

manner they handle ethnic religious and political is¢Gedadima, 2011; OchogwuQ21).

Shaw (2011, p. 364) notetshat t he news media tend to pursu
journalism Awhich fits the problematic war |

which fits the peace journalism model.
11. Social Responsibility:

A journalist should promote univergatinciples of human rights, democracy, justice,

equity, peace and international understanding.

To be socially responsible according to this article, is not to do anything capable of
undermining universal principles of human rights, justiceakty peae and international

understanding. It entails reconciling freedom of the press with a responsibility to society such
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that journalists would not itheexercise of their freedom, compromise or undermine the
principles mentioned in the code. In line witlsthode, the news media in Nigeria often take
up cases of human rights abuses against citizens and also support democracy. Nigerian
journalists, for instance, were very active in the struggle for a return of democracy in the
country after many years of ntdry rule (Adelabu, 2008} owever, the reversgsoappeas

to be the case when it comes to ethnic, religious isshese coverage seen as biased

(Pate, 2011a)
Plagiarism:

A journalist should not copy, itwhtol esal e o

attribution and/or consent.

This section warns against the use of other
advises journalists not andtwacknowlesigelthé sourdeef wo r k
any material they use. In spite bfg waning, cases of plagiarism are observed in the news

media in NigeriaThe advent of the internet has promoted this tendency among journalists as
many access information online and use without necessary acknowledgement (Odumu,
2009).For example, inite print media, some journalisise reported teopy verbatim, news

stories from theicolleagues and append theilibg (Daramola, 2006).

12.Copyright:

i. Where a journalist reproduces a work, be it in print, broadcast, artwork or design,
proper acknowledgemes should be accorded the author.

ii. A journalist should abide by all rules of copyright established by national and

international laws and conventions.

Like the article orplagiarism, this urges journalists to respect the rightsexdwners of the

intellectual property they use in the course of duty through acknowledgement or seeking
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permission where necessary. To avoid flouting this article, journalists need to be abreast of
the relevant sections of the copyright law which stipulates guidelines onafsather

peopleds intellectual property.

13. Press Freedom and Responsibility:

A journalist should strive at all times to enhance press freedom and responsibility.

This article enjoins journalists to be advocates of press freedom. While they enjoy this
freedam to express and disseminate information, they should not undermine or prevent other
journalists and other people from enjoying the same freedom. This may apply more to
journalists in management positions who determine what gets publ@3pedsiji (1989)

notesthe tendency bgomeeditors and other senior journalists to dictate what and how
journalists under them repotd suit certain interests. While some of their actions might be to
ensure good taste, balance or responsibility, the intention of itle &mtmake all journalists

promote press freedom with responsibility for enhancing professionalism is clear.

As pointed out in the discussion of various sections of the code of ethics, the observance of
the code amongurnalists in Nigeria is varie®hile some strive to abide by the tenets,

others do not (Idowu, 20000 he lterature on ethics in the Nigerian media rates the level of
observance as low (Abidde, 2012; Eke, 2014; Esan, 2016; Kayode, 2011). Different reasons

have been adduced for the sitaat Odumu (2009, p. 59) explains:

The tenets of the Journalism code of Ethics are too general and wide in content
without specific sanctions attached to any of them. This superficial
promulgation of a document that should be sacrosanct gives any rettuer of
code, the impression that the document is not a serious one and can be treated
with levity. Perhaps, this is one of the reasons why journalists themselves do

not respect the contents of the code and flout them with impunity.
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While Odumu might have point, there is more to the observance of ethics than the absence

of sanctions in the code. It is doubtful if prescription of sanctions alone would ensure the
observance of ethics without countenancing other factors that promote or dispose journalists

tof |l outing them. Moreover, the stipulation of
have not stopped the commission of such crimes since other factors come into play. Odunewu
(2000, p. 4) also notes that icdithatreflecs i s no | e
industrial wide agreement on how journalists
based on the lack of agreement among news media owners and managers on some ethical

issues in journalism practice (Odumu, 2009).

3.6.4 Journalistsin Nigeria and the Concept of Development Journalism

Another concern of journalists in developing countries like Nigeria is making ethical choices
between reporting as they should and living up to the ideals of Development Journalism
which enjoins journasdts to be pdners in developmerifKasoma, 2007). The idea of
development journalism gained attention among journalism scholars for about 50 years in the
search for journalistic models that would be suitable for the peculiarities of developing
democraciegspecially in Asian and African countries (Hanusch & Uppal, 2015; McQualil,
2005). Development journalism argues that journalism should be an agent of development
within the society in which it operates and should partner with government to fplesue
devdopment agenda (Obijiofor & Hanusch, 2011).

Various scholars havedir perspectives on the concepbr insance, Waisbord (2012)
identifiescommunitarian and statist strands of development journalism. According to him,
the communitarian perspective isnwmunity and rurabriented, seeking to promote social
development like health, education and other economic issues thagaifajrity of the

people. It is a shift from the el#griented journalism of payingo attention to the concerns
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of the lesgprivileged. The statist strand of development journalism identified by Waisbord
(2012:149) argues that journalists should be
towards devel opment, national intaedaeati on, a
relevant to Nigeria where journalists have been accused of always neglecting the rural areas
unless a big story breaks in them and where ethnic and religious conflicts frequently occur

(Idowu, 2014).

Also, Romano (2005) preseriige variants of deelopment journalism where journalists are

nation builders, partners of government, agents of empowerment, watchdogs anaguwdrdia
transparency. As he argyesder these types of development journalism, objectivity is

downplayed for journalism to belelio play the identified roles. There is aldbuntu which

is a coinage used to describeaaiant of development journalisim which journalists are

active participants and not mere observers in promoting development and harmony in their
communities. Uder the Afrocentric model, African values of compassion, harmony and

reciprocity should be guiding principles (Kasoma, 1999).

However,as noted in a previous sectiaievelopment journalism has been criticized for not

delivering on its various postulatisas it has been hijacked by political leaders in developing
countries who employ it to block any form of criticism or to justify misrule (Hanusch &

Uppal, 2015). It haalso been described as a verfieestate control of the news media and a
smokescreen sed by dictators Ato subject htip®dir pr
(Altschull, 1995, p. 236)Waisbord (2012, p. 155) agrebsit development journalism had

been plagued by Atheoretical ri gorsiHeangnesc h r ef
that some of its ideals are still relevant andggested a finduning ofsome ideals ascribed to

it such as unquestionable support for government, whiahr e ant i t heti cal to
governmce and ci vi cthelimpdrtancedgbati@patiorn, deleate siral sriticism

to identify priorities and agree on what needs to be done. Oso (1991) agrees that submitting
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to the idea of development journalism which
development efforts, would compromis$eetideals of their profession. According to Oso
(1991, p.50)

The implication of the practice of development journalism is that the
autonomy of the media is circumscribed by and subordinated to nationally
(elite) defined political and economic goals. Thesmmedia thus become
instruments (Nigerian politicians would say partners) for the prosecution and

attainment of these goals.

Despite the criticism, the idea of being partners in national development is still popular

among journalists in developing paaisthe world (Hanustch & Uppal, 2015).

3.6.5 Journalism and Politics in Nigeria

As noted in the discussion of the Nigerian media system, there is a strong link between
journalists and politics in Nigeria (Pate, 20)L.IThe symbiotic relationship between
journalism and politics dasdack to the préndependent era when nationalists agitating for
Nigeriads independence used the news media a
This relationship has continued to blossom because politicians strige tbe news media to
achieve their ends while journalists rely on them as news sources and for patronage
(Daramola, 2006). Oso (2012, p.272) states:
From inception, politics has served as the main staple in the menu of the
Nigerian press. Due to the chater of the colonial government under which it
evolved, the Nigerian press assumed a highly political profile from birth in the
hands ofitsowner our nal i sts [ é] . Even during t
spanned a period of mosHbEeatppsatn 30 years

independence existence, it was difficult to suppress the prespdligbal

temper.
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Pate (201h) argues thaavibrant media system is vital to the enthronement and sustenance

of democratic ideals. Like their counterparts in other pHrtse world, the newmedia in

Nigeria often receive commendation and bashing at various times over the coverage of

political and other issues. Pate (2003) views this as a reflection of theesociomic, tribal,

political and other contradictions in theuntry. He asserts that the ability of the news media

to fulfil their responsibility of being responsive to thageo look up to thenfior information
andeducations dependent on various factors both internal and external.

Similarly, Oso (1991, p.43)noes t hat the fAovert pobkmetdia cal ne
had its roots in the antiolonial agitation irwhich it was involved. He argudisat the

separation of politics from journalism in Nigeria had remained incomplete contending that in
pursuingnational goals such as promoting unity and development, the journalism ideals of
neutrality, objectivity and detachmearteoften compromised by the news media.

Pate (201) concurs, stressing the importance of a vibrant media system to the enthronement

and sustenancef democratic ideals. He arguit politicians posed the greatest challenge to

the ability of the news media to play their expected role in strengthening democracy.

Accordingto Pate (2001 para. 32) dAt he nonansttooalteenatment b e h e
views or options [é] e demgdbt@ni @agvalhndes ho e
underfunding, ownership influence, commercialization which prevents those without means

from engagement with the medandpoor equipment and training aome of the problems

inhibiting journalism performance in Nigeria.

3.6.6 Journalists in Nigeria and Conflicts

As a multtethnic country with varied interests, conflicts between and among various interests
occur reguldy in Nigeriasomethingvhich joumnalists have to cover. THgoko Haram

problem is just one of such and oftentimes journalists are either accused of sensationalizing
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the conflictsandbr taking sides (see ldowu, 2014; Ochogwu, 2011). In some cases too,
journalists are accused of provokiognflicts by the way they report areblamed for

working with the authonés (governmentjo cover ugacts whch they fail to repor{Pate,
20114). According to Suraj (2013, p. 97) despite being arguably the most vibrant in Africa,
the Nigerian mediasioften enmeshed in accusati@amsl statements ethnic biases through

which crisisis aggravated

Journalists in Nigeria are not alone in receiving such blame because the coverage of conflicts
often attract knocks for the news media in many other pta&iurmer and Cushion (2013)
describe what looklike a newin situation for journalists in theaindling of conflicts. They

cite asexamplethe coverage dfJS military actions in Afghanistan 2001 and the Gulf War

of 1991 in whichjournalists who crijued or asled questions or reflectedternative views

were branded unpatriotia even accused or treason. This, according to the autas

because most sections of the media had taken sides with government and would not

interrogate any of her claims.

McQuail (2013.p.21) notes that in periods of crisis, war, or national emergency, the news
media voluntarily cooperate with the authori
selection and access, and also by omissionocselin s or shi p. duThiesnndee &miof
journalistic independence during crisis has also been acknowledged by Moeller (2004).

Allan and Zelizer (2004) identifgsues associated with coverage of conflicts to include, the
influence of censorship aewdnapativepaccgessrnod a; t he
sources; 24/7 rolling news and the tension between objectivity, patriotism and

humanitarianism.
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Probably in realization of the difficulty journalists face in balancing between playing their

role as information givers and at thergatime avoiding possible escalation of a conflict

through theirreport, th concept of Opeace journalismdé, wh
conflicts in reporting newsas evolved (seleee, Maslog & Kim, 2006McGoldrick &

Lynch, 2005). Peace journalismoemnirages journalists to deliberately pick facts and

information that would promote peace and not those likely to escalate a conflict. According

to McGoldrick and Lynch (p. 314), by pursuin
application of peace jouatism practices, the peace journalist hopes to create a setting in

which the causes of and possible solutions to the conflict ecomr ansparent . 0 Pe

journalismis being propagated in Nigeria by various institutions who have been training

journalists inthis regard (Ochogwu, 2011).

367 Professional and 6Citizend Journalism in

Globally, the advent of the Internet and the access it affords individuals to generate, gather
and disseminate content has brought about wHatown as citizejourndism or what
McQuail (2013)call® depr of es si o n al iBewanan andiwillis (2003,jp.@u r na l i
define citizen journalism as when individual Aomirnalist plays an active role in collecting,
reporting, analyzing and disseminating news and infoaomdbr the purpose of providing
Ai ndependent, relangbing, amdcuradte alditpdli®)nf or mat
illustrates it thus
A citizen at a location of an important event instantly gets the opportunity to
capture the event and feed tmntent into the various social media outlets in
cyber space [ é] . awathsidesnetailemostt every d

journalism done by ordinary citizens who share information and videos among

themselves.
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Dare (2011) asserts further that citizenrfalism is thriving in Nigeria because of the
explosion in internet penetration which jumped from 0.1 per cent in the late 1990s to year
2000, to 28.9 per cent in 2010. The internet penetradienim Nigeria had risen to 4fr
cent by 2014 (Freedomhousey) with about 67 million Nigerians said to have been online in
2014 (internetlive.com). The leap in internet access rate is linked to the rapid spread in the
use of mobile phones among Nigerians a development which Dare (2011, p. 21) says,
[ €] h adly coeated & teadynade audience base for the journalistic
outputs of citizen journalism on one hand, while on the other hand, cell-phone
wielding audiences have become volunteer citizen journalists providing
information, news and videdsthe life-bloodof citizen journalism.
Not only has the O6monopolyd of newsgoyali ssemin
hitherto,been broken, journalists now, in a reversal of roggtnoticeof breaking news
from-pdrmodressi onal spiofesi anat hpouwonabbests now me
journalists on different platfornfsor news br eaks i(tDazreen,6 2j0olulr)n.al’

altered the foundation of the profession (Alan, 2012).

Dare (2011) submits that the making and dissemination of naveslamger exclusive to

journalists because with the internet, audience members have changed from being passive

receivers of news to active creators and disseminators of content. Gillmor in Dare (2011)

states that ubiquitous tools have enabled the audieratellenge the erstwhile hegemony of

the mass media by becoming creators and producers of cardémihbey(2014, p.2) the

internet has brought many hitherto obscure people into limelight:
Because of the Web, we haveoOskbeoommag:i
Asomebodi es 0 o0 v dastevergshatising impreviauslyi opstuses h
corners of the world. We witness instances of s@pepowered citizens, viral

phenomena, and the seemingly instant coordination of protests and

celebrations alike. Mees and hashtags zip and proliferate.
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Ogola (2015, p. 99) concurs that new medihnologies have brought phenomenal

developments into journalism practice by providing opportunities for news audiences in
Africa to assert t hessibilitieswlsioh the new pladormsartder est s .
technologies make available to users, make them particularly useful in fighting both the overt
and covert censorship policies instituted by
Wassermanots (BOLhatpinluepodosbnhbsoof media acce
access can be broadened by new media technologies remain important topics on the research

BN

agenda in the field of African journalism.o

Although citizen journalism has changed journalf@acticefrom a lecture to a conversation

and has O0democratizedd information dissemina
raised concerns. Alan (2012) notes that citizen journalists are accused of being subjective and
failing to separate facts from values anion. He distinguished between what he called

the 6rawb6é journalist who knows |l ittle or not

and the 6citizendé with O6day jobsé.

From this literature review, certain key issues have emerged on journadistice in

Nigeria. First is the fact that poor conditions of service, lack of job security and an unfriendly
working environment are negatively affecting the standard of journalism practice in Nigeria.

The issue of envelope journalism wasoprominent n theliterature. Secondhe

commercialisation drive by the news media undermines ethical considerations and journalists
often struggle to balanakfferent interestsT her e i s al so the i mpact o
which has altered traditional professal journalism practice. All these se&rbe taking a

toll on professional standar@svarious waysThese issues motivated the researcher to seek

an understanding g@freciselyhow professional challenges are impacting journalistic

practices in Nigeriand the responsef journalist to them through this researgtroject
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3.7 Conclusion

This chapter focussed on the development of journalism in Nigeria frogofmeial up to
modern times. It discussed the different epochs in the a@velnt of the pnt media from

which journalism development commenced as well as the broadcast media which emerged
later and which mmained a government monopolytiithe 20" Century.lt showed how the
liberalisation of broadcasting has translated into increased aoaeghd and television

statiors in the countryThe chapter also exan@d various issues related to the normative

roles of journalism as propoundedvhc Quai | 6s (2013) Social Theor
Bourdi euds ( 19r9dajion to Nigdrialt an@lysd ther cyrrent state of
journalism practice in Nigeria in relation to existing ethical and regulatory frameworks to
justify the necessity for an empirical study on how contemporary challeagesthe

response of journalists to therfrmpact proéssional journalism standards in Nigefiae

next chapter discusses the methodology for the research project.
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Chapter Four

Researching Journalistso6 ReAlpahodolegyt o Pr of

4.1  Chapter Overview

This chapter explainasnd justifies the methodological approach of this research and outlines
its chosen research methods. It provides detail of the incorporation of ethical standards into
the researcprocess. The chapter explairteé projectdesign, the development dfseach
instrumentsselection of participants, the pilot stu@yndthe data collectioand analysis

process.

4.2  Methodology

Research methods are core to scientific activity and provide a means through which
intellectual development and understanding of phegna within society are enhanced (May,
2011). While some authors use the terms Omet
Somech & Lewin, 2005), some others see them as distinct activities of the process (see for
instance, Leedy & Ormrod, 2005; Mamnzie & Knipe, 2006; Schram, 2006). In a review of
the different positions, Mackenzie and Knipe (2006, p. 7) assert:

The most common definitions suggest timethodologys the overall

approach to the research linked to the paradigm or theoretical fraknewo

while themethodrefers to the systematic modes, procedures or tools used for

collection and analysis of data.
This study adopted the above distinction by viewmgthodologyas the overall research
approach linked tthe pragmatism worldview which gies mixed methods research

(Creswell, 2014andmethod as the procedure used in collecting and analyz@ugpndary
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and primary source documentation alada. Details of the methods and methodology are

discussed isubsequergections.

4.3 The Research Proess

Research is a process which involves various steps and stages (Mackenzie & Knipe, 2006;
Punch, 2006). According to Punch (2006 p. 2)
designing and setting up of the research, including placing it in diffesetext and
connecting it to relevant | iterature. o Macke
Acyclical with the researcher returning to e

| ater steps. o

This study was conducted inlinewithe s e ar gument s. It adopted P

simplified model of research which involves the following:

- Framing the research in terms of research questions

- Determining what data are necessary to answer those research questions
- Designing the research tollect and analyze those data

- Using the data and the result of the padsta analysis to answer the

researclguestions.

Punch (2012, p.7) argues that methods should follow from questions, not the other way round

and that what a researcher does shoulduimbed by what he or she wants to find out in a
oguemetbond fitéo. Research involves investiga
variables, taking into cognizance previous studies on that relationship through a literature

review (Gray, 2014). Aarding to Gray (2014, p.35), a research project should begin with
identifying what is being researched | inked
more of the epistemological stanceso before

use. h line with the above positions, the researcher, upon identifying the research problem
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(see Mapter 1) went from framing the research questi¢gee Gapter 1Yo deciding on
what data were needed to answer the research questions and what instrumeras sisiub

achieve the set objectives.

4.4 Purpose of he Research

Social research has many purposes, but the three most common are exploration, description
and explanation (Babbie, 2007). However, most researches serve more than one of these
purposegMerrigan & Huston, 2009). For exploration research, the researcher examines a
new interest and conducts a research to familiarize him or herself with the topic. According to
Babbie (2007), the three major goals of exploration studies are to give themeseabetter
understanding of the phenomenon and satisfy his curiosity, ascertain if a more extensive
study needs to be undertaken and to develop appropriatedaéthioe used in future studies.

For a descriptive study, the researcher, he adds, dessiibations and events based on

careful observation. A lot of qualitative studies aim at description but sometimes follow up to
examine the 6whyo6 of the observed patterns a
2014; Gray. 2014). Thus, an explamgtstudyaccounts fowhy the situation described is so

by providing the reason(s) for the phenomenon.

This study is descriptivand analyticalseeking tgrovide evidence for anghderstand the

Owhat 6 and oO6howdé of t he pihmteigicaseileerclmliengbseoi ng st u
professional journalism practice in Nigeria, the response of journalists to it and how this is
impacting the standard of practice.elthata gathered from the field aahalysis of them to
createfindingsallowedthis undersinding which thenprompted the development of an

explanatory frameworkhe survival struggle in journalism practice in Nigevidnich is the

majorconceptuatontribution of this study.
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45 The Research Worldview

It was indicated in Chapter One that gireatism is the philosophical underpinning for this
study. The importance of the relationship among the philosophical assumption, the research
design and the specific procedure for achieving the ends of the approach cannot be over
emphasized (Creswell, 200Mackenzie and Knipe (2006) contend that the choice of

paradigm establishes the intent, motivation and expectation for a repeajesit

Research paradigm or worldview relates to the development of knowledge in a particular
field and the nature of th&nowledge (Babbie, 2007; Saunders, Lewis, & ThornhiilL2).

Each worldviewor philosophical positiors guided by ontological and epistemological
assumptions to which it subscribes (Merrigan & Huston, 2009). Ontology is concerned with
the nature of saal reality whereas epistemology refers to what is considered acceptable
ways in which this reality can be got or accessed (Blaikie, 2007). According to Saunders, et
al. (2012), different research philosophies are suited for achieving different thingsltepe

on the research question(s) a study seeks to anSarethis researctvhich sets out to

identify thecontemporarghallenges facing journalists and how their responses impact
professionalism journalism practice in Nigettlae pragmatic worldview wh is problem
centred, pluralistic and reahstorld practice centred and focuses on the consequences of
action(Creswell, 2009) is deemed appropriate. More so, this research project has also made

recommendations relevant to its findings.

As stated earlie various research paradigms have developed over time and have been
accepted as influential in the way knowledge is studied or interpreted (Mackenzie & Knipe,
2006; Mertons, 2005). They also define the motivation and expectations for research.

Although as already indicated, this study is hinged on the pragmatic worldview, it is
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considered germane to examine the positions of some other common paradigms found in

literaturewhich were also studied
4.5.1 Positivist/Postpositivist Paradigm

Also referred to ssscience research or the scientific method, positivism originated from the

works of Aristotle, Francis Bacon, John LockedEmmanuel Kant (Mertons, 2005). It is

rooted in theview that causes determine outcomes and that it is possible to study tte socia

world the same way as the natural world which would provide explanations of a causal world
(Creswell, 2003; Mertons, 2005). Positivists test theories or describe an experience through
observation and measuremedpasitivismwasdevelopedafter World Warll into post

positivism which works on the assumption that every research is influenced by a number of
well-developed theories (Mackenzie & Knipe 2006; Mertens, 2015). It holds that theoretical
assumptions are tentative as new findings and understandihg enentually supplant them.

Positivist and postpositivist research is mostly associated with quantitative methods of data
collection and analysis but OO6Leary (2004) v
aut hor, #fApost ponshotisticyindgctive and explonatony with findiregs that
arequaliat i ve i n -nhat u®&Ibe ¢ popfbc with the inareiwaely used

definition as it tends to alignitia the constructivist paradigm, but it might well fit into the

categoryof Oonew findingsd which might be further

under the paradigm..
4.5.2 Interpretivist/Constructivist Paradigm

This paradigm grew out of the philosophy of
works of German philosophers wistudied interpretative understanding which they called
hermeneutics (Mertens, 2005; Creswell, 2014). It seeks an understanding of the world of

human experience and argues that reality is socially constructed. It differs from the
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postpositivist paradigm ch begins with a theory. Rather, it inductively develops a theory

or patterns of meanings from what is being studied, relying upon the efgwasticipants

(Creswell, 2009Mertens, 2005). Creswell (2014, p.8) explains that social constructivists

beliewe that individuals develop subjective meaning to their experiences in trying to

under st and Athe worl d i n whisarénottiniprented duti v e an
are rather fAnegotiated socially aesdthdoyst or i c
or identifiespatterrs of meaninghat emerge from interpretation of data. Tinductive

approach uses evidence from data fAto establ.i

2014, p. 18).

4.5.3 Transformative Paradigm

This paradigm deveped in the 1980s and 1990s as a reaction to the postulations of the
dominant research paradiginpostpositivist, constructivist and pragmatisind practices
which were seen by its advocates as discriminatory and restrictive (Gray, 2014; Mertens,
2005. Transformativeesearchers argue that muchso€iological and psychological theory

in the dominant par adi-adied male pespetticemredvason i wh i

based on male subjectsodo (Mertons, BeB6f5, p. 1
social justice and marginalized peoples. The
with politics and a political agendao (Cresw

agenda for reform to transform the lives of the participdihésinstitutions where people
wor k and | ive and Bertens (2Q10) eitedrireCsesveeli (20hdep. B0 | i f e

gave the following as the key features of the transformative paradigm or worldview:

1 It places central importance on the study ofdiead experiences of
diverse groups that have traditionally been marginalized. Of special

interest for these diverse groupshow their lives have been
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constrained by oppressors and the strategies that they use to resist,
challenge and subvert these coaisits.

1 In studying these diverse groups, research focuses on inequities based
on gender, race, ethnicity, disability, sexual orientation, and
socioeconomic class that result in asymmetric power relationships.

1 The research in the transformative worldviéwks political and social
actions to these inequities.

1 Transformative research uses a program theory of beliefs about how a
program works and why the problems of oppression, domination, and

power relationships exist.

In essence, the Transformative worklviserves as a voice for the marginalised or oppressed
within society by employing research to draw attention to issues affecting them and

advancing an agenda for change.

4.5.4 Pragmatism

Pragmatismwhich guides this research, is generally associatddmixed methods studies
(Creswell, 2014). It is not committed to any particular philosophy but affords researchers
freedom to choose the methods and techniques that they deem most suitable for their purpose
(Creswell, 2014; May, 2011). Pragmatist researstemploy mixed methods to provide the

best understandingf research problems in the belief that truth is what works at a given time
(Babbie, 2007). They examine the o6whatdo and
do with it (Morgan, 2007, Tastkori & Teddlie, 2010). Pragmatism as a hew paradigm

challenges the assumptions of older approaches that were rooted in the philosophy of
knowledge and provides promising new directions for understanding the nature of social

research (Morgan, 2014). Cresw | (2014, p.110) notes that Af
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researcher, pragmatism opens the door to multiple methods, different worldviews and

di fferent assumptions as well as different f

Morgan (2014) advocates pragmatisnaasgew philosophical paradigm for social research
irrespective of whether the research uses qualitative, quantitative or mixed methods. He

posits that the new pragmatism paradigm should replace older philosophy of knowledge
approach which saw social resdang terms of ontology, epistemology and methodology to
Ademonstrating the broader value of pragmat.i
immediate practicality of issues such as resdar d e(js.104b)PPoagmatists are concerned

with solution to poblems and adopt all approaches to understand the research problem

instead of focusing on methods (Creswell, 2014).

On his part, Gray (2014) does not see pragmatism as a new philosophy. Rather, he sees it as a
relatively old philosophy which developed finche works of Charles Pierce, William Jones

and John Dewey in America at the beginning of tH&@8ntury which is just witnessing a

revival. Among other reasons, pragmatism is regaining popularity because it provides an
epistemological justification fanixing approaches and methods as legitimate and in some

cases necessary (Brannon, 2005; Gray, 2014; Morgan, 2014).

To Johnson, Onwuegbuzie and Turner (2007) mixed methods research uses the pragmatic
philosophy which views knowledge as being socially toiesed based on real world

experience. According to them, it employs induction to identify patterns, deduction to test
theoriesand hypotheses, as well as alioug finding and using the best explanations

possible for understanding the results. Generpliggmatists argue that research methods
should not be Adetermined dogmaticallyo (Gra
to some paradigm but should rather derive from the nature of the research questions and

what is considered the best way tdain useful and workable answers (Creswell, 2014).
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Figure 4.1 The Interconnection of Worldviews, Design and Research Methods (Adapted from Creswell, 2014,
p.5)

4.5.4.1Why Pragmatism?

Pragmatism is considered a good epistemologirsaification for this studyvhich employs
guantitative and qualitative methods to study the chgdiemf professional practice
confroning journalists in Nigeria, their response to the challengdsta impact on

professional standard. The choice of pnagjsm which Creswell (2014, p. 60) describes as

the fAphil osophical wunderpinningo /fbecausenti xed n
fopens the door to multiple methods, differe
as differentforme@ f data col |l ecti on and,tagamdnysi so ( Cr e

understanding of the research problem. By employing a mixed methods approach, the

disadvantages of quantitative and qualitative methods when used alone, are minimized while
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the researchdnmefits from the combined advantages of the two methods. For example,
surveywas used to elicit quantitative dathich measured the disposition of journalists

across Nigriato thevariables The variables were derived from concepts and constructs
foundin theliterature on the news media generally and Nigeria in particular (E.g. Abidde,
2012; Adeyemi, 2013; Alan, 2012; Cottle, 2012; Donsbach, 2012; Voltmer, 2013). It
measured their level of agreement or disagreement with the varialdes/eipoint Likert

scale and the surveyenerated the quantitative data for this study. Standing alone, the
guantitative data wouldave merely provided a broadtture of the disposition of journalists

to thevariablesbut the deeper understanding provided by the ik data would have

been missing. Sersitructured irdepth interviews were conducted with journalists from
across Nigeria who were also participants in the survey. Since the interview questions were
structured to get deeper and mor@lépth explanatianfrom participants on the issues

featured in the surveit complemented the survey data by providirdeaper and more
resolutepictue of how journalistsd response to prof

professional journalism practice in Nigeria

4.6  The Research Approach

As stated in Chapter One, this researchleygu the mixed methodshich combines

guantitative and qualitative methods of inqui@uantitative and qualitativiechniques, it is
arguedtogether promote the achievement of the reseabjectivego an extent not

achievable throughbsing either of them alone (Babbie, 2007; Creswell, 2014; Gray, 2014;
May, 2011; Mertens, 2015). According to Creswell, 2q1.44) mixed methods research is a
system oinquiry fif € involving collecting bth quantitative and qualitative data, integrating
the two forms of data, and using distinct designs that may involve philosophical assumptions

and theoretical fr améasalsokeenreterred togariouslpgse d met ho
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integrating, synthesisnulti method, mixed methodology or qualitative and qualitative
methoddut recent writings are adapting the usenofed method® describe it (Creswell,

2014).

In using mixed methods, researchers exercise the freedom to choose the methods and
techniqueghat they deem most suitable for their purpose (Brannon, 2005; Morgan, 2007).
Mixed methods researchers also work to provide the best understanding to research problems
by combining quantitative and qualitative data which draw from pragmatic knowledges clai

or philosophical assumptions (Creswell, 2014; Gray, 2014). The researcher collects both
types of data, develops a rationale for mixing and integrates data at different stages of inquiry

(Babbie, 2007; May, 2011).

Blaikie (2007) distinguishes betweeneasch strategies as logic of enquiry and research
strategy as a method of data gathering or analysis. As he argues, logic of enquiry is based on
four styles of reasoning which are induction, deduction, retroduction and abduction, which all
have distinct wgs of answering research questions. The deductive research strategy is more
appropriate for answering 6whydéd questions (B
begins fromanalready established pattern of regularity which requires explanation. The
resarcher formulates a possible explanation or theoretical argument for the existence of the
regularity in the social phenomenon being investigated by deducing one or more hypotheses
from it before collecting necessary data (Babbie, 2007; Gray, 2014). Tintivedresearch
strategyby contrasts the logical model in which general principles are developed from
observation in trying to understand an issue (Babbie, 2007). It starts with the collection of
data, followed by data altysis before deriving generadisons through inference from

observed fact@Blaikie, 2007). Retroduction is the provisional adoption of a hypothesis in a
research based on existing facts. The hypothesis is tentatively held as true and is taken as
such so long as the facts will perniigikie, 2007). Blaikie (2007) describes retroduction as
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an alternative way of answering Owhyod quest.
from data to an explanation by the use of creative imagination and analogy. The abductive
research strategy wariginally proposed as a method for generating hypotheses in the

natural sciences but is now proposed as the suitable method of theory construction in social
science (Babbie, 2007; Blaikie, 2007). It is based on the idealist ontology and the

epistemologyof constructivism. It involves the construction of theories derived from

language, meanings and accounts of social actors from their daily activities

4.6.1 The Rurposes of Mixed Methods Design

Mi xed met hods is descri bed nmesnttoh g Grtahyi,r &2 OmMedt,

There are five key motivations or benefits of mixed methods (Greene, Caracelli & Graham,
1989; Mayoh & Onwuegbuzie, 2015). These are, (a) triangulatmminimize bias and

boost the validity of data; (b) complementaritp minimize the weaknesses inherent in

individual methods and enhance their strengths; (c) initidttonmake for the analysis of

data from different viewpoints; (d) developmértb use the results of one method to enhance

the other, and (e) to increah® overall scope of research. Mixed methods at a practical level
Aprovides a sophisticated, compl ex approach
of new research procedures (Creswell, 2014, p.218). The various purposes of mixed methods

reseach are discussed below:

1 Triangulation This is the combination of different methods within a research
methodology or combining quantitative and qualitative methods (Creswell, 2014).
The different methods are used to obtain data side by side after whictaba sets
are brought together and compared to answer the research questions. Flicker (2006)

emphasizes that the different methods operate side by side while remaining

109



autonomous. It aims to establish convergence, corroboration and correspondence from
the met hods used fito increase the validit)
maximizing the heterogeneity of irrelevant sources of variance attributable to inherent
method bias, inquirdbi as or Dbiases in inquiry conten
Complementart Thi s all ows for methods to be co
but also different elements of a phenomen
elaborate, clarify or illustrate the results of one method from the other (Green, 1989).

Unlike in triangulaion where different methods are used to measure the same

phenomenon, complementarity measures similar, as well as, different aspects of the

same concept. The two measurements thus complement each other in providing a

fuller understanding of the differeng@ects of the concept (Creswell, 2014). This

enhances the validity and meaningfulness of constructs by balancing between the
strengths and weaknesses of both methods (Gray, 2014).

DevelopmentThis involves a sequential process whereby a particular methsed

to gather data and the outcome used to develop the second aspect using a different
method (Green, et al., 1989). For example, a quantitative survey might be conducted

first and used to develop a qualitativediepth interview. Development employet

result of one to inform the other method to increase the validity of constructs and the

results from both efforts (Gray, 2014).

Initiation: This is the mixture of methods to uncover contradictions, paradoxes and

new perspectives of a pm@menon (Creswie 2014). It differs fromtriangulation,

where methods are mixed towards eventual convergence of dataisetson

focusses on generating new insights that could necessitate reframing of research

guestions along the process (May, 2011). This increéhsedepth and breadth of the
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results and interpretations of the enquiry through analyses from different perspectives
and paradigms (Gray, 2014).

1 ExpansionMixed methods could also be used to widen the scope of a study (Green,
et al., 1989). One methodud be employed to examine an aspect of an issue and
another to broaden the scope by looking at another aspect, which means an expansion
of the study. By this, the range of the inquiry is extended wsitiferent method

considered most appropriate to i@ste the goal of the inquiry (May, 2011).

Triangulation was adopted for this study becausaits the timeframe for this study by
allowing simultaneous collection @fuantitative and qualitative data which are compared to
answer the research questiobata collection was done at different locations in Nigeria
which meant that quantitative and qualitative data were collected in one location before
moving to another. Since the research is interrogating the contemporary challenges facing
journalists and hw their response to these challenges impacts professional journalism
practice in Nigeria, triangulating both data sets provided a richer insight for answering the

research questions.

4.6.2 Why Mixed Methods?

This study drew inspiration from Mertens (20p%) who stressed the need for effective use

of research to address societybds problems fo
and tr ans durgeygwap usedhoggengratedquantitative data while inteswiare

used for the qualitate aspect. Since the main goal of the study is to evaluate critically, how
journalists in Nigeria are responding to the challenges of professional practice aticebew

responses are in tuaiffecting the standard tiiatpractice, a combination of the ajutitative

and qualitative data was considered best for achieving bfestore. The survey which used

aquestionnaire based on the Likert Scal@ominakcalevhi ch measures respol
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disposition to variables on a fiaption generated quantitativdata which reflected the
attitude of respondents to the variables relating to the current state of journalism practice in
Nigeria as found itheliterature (E.g. Abidde, 2008, 2012; Adeyemi, 2013; Daramola, 2006;

Golwa, 2011; Idowu, 2014).

However, althagh the quantitative data provided a general picture afuhrentstate of

journalism in Nigeria and the attitude of practicing journalists to professional challenges, it
would not have provided the deeper insight and understanding of the situaticateg:bgr

the interview in which participas were able to provide-tlepthand more detailed responses
which aided a fuller understanding of the issues. Therefore, complementing the findings from
the quantitative data with those from the qualitative dataceasidered apposite to draw

conclusions that would be generalizable (quantitative), detailed and illustrative (qualitative).

Also, Foss and Ellefson (2002) opine that knowledge gained from qualitative and quantitative
studies should not seen as irrancilablebut should be seen instead, as different

perspectives on a knowledge continuum. They add that rather than seeing triangulation as a
problem, it should be viewed as fAa pobenti al

(p. 246).

Despite he stated advantages of the mixed methods approach, it is not without its own
problems, the major one being its complexity (Gray, 2014). For example, some scholars have
argued that since both the quantitative and qualitative methods belong to distidigmara

with fundamentally different epistemological frameworks, they cannot work together (see
Foss & Ellefson, 2002). Some other scholars acpuggonents omixed methods research

of concentrating on the practicaspect of social research byderpinnirg it on pragmatism

while ignoringits philosophical foundations (Denzin, 2003; Morgan, 2014).
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Bryman (2007) argues that mere convergence of results from quantitative and qualitative data

is not necessarily a guarantee of validity. He contends that isshbe for a researcher to
misinterprete commonalities and differences in data sets especially where incompatible

methods were employed. Also, apart from mixed methods being more expensive and time
consuming to carry out, synthesizing the findings andpnégations from the two

approaches can be problematic (Gray, 2014). As Gray (2014, p. 199) notes, the findings

mi ght be fApuzzling and quite discrepant [ é]
and congruenceo. Gi ddi mrgis stif carGife6able comusianlor vy n ot
the interpretation of findings. Bryman (2007) accepts this position, observing that integration

is hardly achievéin most mixed methods researches because most tend to emphasize one

aspect over the other.

Notwithstarling the critiques, this researcher believes that the advantages inherent in
combining both methods which eliminates or minimizes drastically the limits of using either

of them separately, more than compensated for the identified shortcomings.

Figure 42 Mixed Research Structure Model adapted for this research from Creswell, 2014, p.11
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The model above shows how quantitative and qualitative data are triangulated. However, in
the process of triangulation, the two data sets cannot be simply assumed wlilbcate each
other. There must be at least four possible outcomes to validate the result (Brannon, 2005;
Bryman, 2001; Hammersley, 1996; Morgan, 1998). These are, corroboration, which means
that the same results were derived from the two methods; elamoiratvhich the qualitative
data analysis demonstrates how the quantitative findings apply in particular cases;
complementarity, which shows different results but which together generate insight into the

issues, and contradiction where data from methonfico

Contextualizabn is also a critical part afulti-method research in interpreting and making
sense out of data (Mertens, 2015). The study sought to achieve one or more of these
outcomes in various ways. For example, the 30 participants for thesgectured interview
were picked from among the 300 survey respondents to see if their responses would
corroborate, complement or elaborate one another. Their questionnaire responses were

compared to the istview recordings and weexamined for thesehdencies.

4.7 Research Strategy

As mentioned in Chapter One, the Convergent Parallel Mixed Methadopted for this

study. It i s one of the three Aprimary model
the social sciences today. The otherslaeeExplanatory Sequential Mixed Mettsahd the

Exploratory Sequential Mixed Methsdhodels However the three models are employex f

different ends in research (Creswell, 2014; Gray, 2014). For example, in the explanatory
sequential mixed method, thesearcher first conducts quantitative research which

analyzed before embarking on the qualitative aspdmtitd on the results of the quéative

research. The initial quantitative data are explained in greater details with lihatoyeadata

which comes later, hence the term sequential (Creswell, 2014). However, the difficulty in
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identifying the quantitative results to investigate further is identified as one of its drawbacks

(Creswell, 2014).

For the exploratory sequential mixed methotethod the researcher starts with a qualitative
research phase by exploring the views of participants. The data generated from that phase are
analyzed and used to progress into the quantitative phase. The drawbacks of this design
according to Creswell (2014) arethre difficulty in the choice of the appropriate findings

from the initial phase and the samples to use for both ph@bkésstrategy did not suit the

objective of this research projeghich aimed to combine (triangulate) findings frtime
guantitativeand qualitative data to gain a deeper understanditigeofariables to answer the

research questions.

The convergent parallel mixed method which allows the researcher to collect quantitative and
gualitative data simultaneously to achieve the researdttlgs (Creswell, 2014, Gray,

2014) was therefore considered the best for this research. The strategy allows the researcher

to converge or merge qualitative and quanti't
anal ysi s of t he wed208&dap.l6)hUndertroststratgy,doth{ f@mseok

data are collected aroundthe same time and are integrated in the interpretation of the

overall results. Although the challenge of unequal sample sizes for the different data sets has
been identifiedas the drawback of this strategy (Gray, 2014) it nevertheless suited the

research objective better than the other strategesmch (quantitative or qualitative) made up

for the shortcoming of the other

The major objective of this study is to evaluatéaally how journalists in Nigeria are
responding to the challenges of practice and how this is impacting professional standards.
Data from the survey was designed to get a statistical understanding of the attitude of

journalists to the variables which medrawn from constructs found in literatufée

115



guantitative data ereinterpreted and analyzed alongside the data from the stemctured
interviews which generated qualitative datagain deeper insights into the issues. The
product of the irggratel approach was thereforieher(combining the benefits of both
approacheshan what each data set would have yielded, thus justifying the choice of the

strategy.

As mentioned earlier, to test for consistency and allow for a deeper insight into the
perspetive of participants, the 30 respondents for interview were picked from among those
who participated in the surve@iven that data were collected from different locations in
Nigeria, the survey and interviews held side by sider the duration of thedid work. Once

the target for a particular location was met, the researcher moves to another Idtation.
strategy paid off as the data generated were not only representative of journalists across
Nigeria but the variety of responses occasioned by thersiity of respondents enrichéte

datafor a more robust analysis

4.8 Time Scale

A researclprojectcan be crossectional or longitudinal, depending on the time available to

the researcher (Gray, 2014).Crase ct i onal studi esbuise whiochmagpa
are collected at one point in time (Creswell, 2014; Gray, 20 najority of research

studies are crossectional because of pressure of time and resources (Babbie, 2007).

Longitudinal studies, on the other hand, study developmenttantye over a period. It is

more suited for studies which have generous time scales (Punch, 2006). This study is cross
sectional because of the limited timeframe and resewreailable to the researcher. As has

been mentionedhé quantitative and qualttee data were collected at the same time in line

with the convergent parallel mixed method strategy adopted for the research.
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49 Research Questions

This study has two research questions:

What are the contemporary developments impacting professionafjmun practice

in Nigeria?

How are journalists in Nigeria respding to contemporary challergyg executing

their professional duties and what are the implications of this?
4.10 Data Collection Methods

Data collection method describes the manner irclwbata are collected for a research. The
instruments for data collection are determined by the research method since different methods
dictate the appropriate instruments (May, 2011). Data collection strategy refers to how the
data for a study are gathdréData collection settings are the physical location from where
data are actually collected. This could be in a field or laboratory environment (Merrigan &
Huston, 2009). Data sampling is the process of picking a set of relatively smaller subjects to
represent a larger group or population. Sampling frame refers to all members of the
population being studied. The method of selecting the sample is important to a research
because representativeness of sampling makes the result generalizable to other niembers o
the target population, giving it external validity (Babbie, 20@ince this study employed a
mixed method which combines quantitative and qualitative approaches, two instruments
were used to gather data. Questionnaire was used to conduct the sutheygicantitative

data while semstructured interview was used for the qualitative dasastated earlier, this

was to afford the study the benefit of both approaches, to have generalizable (quantitative)

and contextually rich (qualitative) data to aeswhe research questions.
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To ensure that the instruments are valid and reliable, steps were taken to structure them to
measure what was intended and to be consistent in their measurement (Babbie, 2007). A pre

test of the instruments was conducted whichsésd in reframing and restructuring them as
required. According to Gray (2014, p. 151),
measure really measures thatconéeppto es it measur e what i1t <cl ai
Reliability is consistency ime measure of the same thing. Although perfect reliability is

difficult to achieve, it is improved by triangulation (Black, 1993; Gray 2014) which this study
employed. The questionnaire and the sstnictured interview were both designed to

measure howjor nal i st s6 response to professional c |
practice. The principle of equivalence in testing reliability was employed by picking the
participants for the interview from those who participated in the quantitative survey.

According to Black (1993), comparing the responses given by the same set of subjects to
different instruments is one of the ways to test reliability through equivalence. Although the
participants were assured of their anonymity and were not obliged to sheplidentities

on the consent forms, they were requested to provide their mobile phone numbers or email
addresses at the back of the questionnaire should there be need to contact them for
clarifications. Tls strategy assisted reaching those who wer purposively selected for

interview.

4.10.1 Population

The population for this study are all the professional journalists in Nigeria registered with the
Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ). Official figures obtained from the national headquarters
of theNUJ in Abuja Nigeriashowed that there weteenty-five thousandegistered
membersnade up of nineteen thousand male and six thousand female jouaksts

January, 2015The total number of twentfijve thousand members therefore constituted the
samping frame for this research.
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4.10.2 Sampling

Sampling is the process of selecting from a population, elements that represent the
characteristics of the entire population (May, 2011). When a sample adequately portrays a
population, it is said to be represative (Babbie, 2007). Representativeness refers to the
guality of a sample having a closely approximate distribution of characteristics as the
population from which the sample was taken. Probability sampling enhances
representativeness and allows for ggatizability of the results (Babbie, 2007).
Representativeness is, however, | imited to t
interests and not necessarily in all respects (Blaikie, 2007). The Equal Probability of
Selection Method (EPSEM) whidives every member of a population the same chance of
being selected into a sample is a basic principle of probability sampling (Babbie, 2007; May,
2011; Gray, 2014). Despite arguments that samples are hardly perfect no matter how
carefully selected, pralbility samples are considered more representative of the population

(Babbie, 2007).

In recognition of the imperfection of sampling, allowance is usually made for a margin of

error. Sampling error is the degree of error to be expected in a given prglsiple

design. It is determined by three factors which are the parameter, the sample size and

standard error (BabbieP@7, Gray, 2014). For exampkrobability Theory holds that 68

percent of larger number of samples would produce estimates withenbrendar d er r or
a single random sample estimate has a 68 per

(Babbie, 2007, p. 197).

4.10.2.1 Sampling Method

For this study, the stratified random sampling technique was used to select participants for

thesurvey while purposive sampling was employed to pick participants in the interview.
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Stratified random sampling which is one of the different probability samples was adopted to
ensure representativeness of the population. Three charactérggticder, agand status

were used to stratify the sample size of 300 for the survey after which they were selected
randomly. To ensure that participants were drawn from journalists across the country, fifty
participants were selected from each of the sixm@iical regionsof Nigeria. For the

interview, a purposive sampling method was used to select the 30 participants (five-per geo
political zone) also for the purpose of achieving representation based on the three
characteristics. Conscious of the much lower nurobé&male journalists in comparison to

their male counterparts, it was imperative to determine from the outset that a percentage of
participants from each ggmlitical zone would be female journalists. Without stratification,

a simple random sampling ddihave yielded a nearly all male sample or an insignificant
representation of female journalists. Also, since some of the questionnaire statements and
interview questions sought comparisons among diffexeasiof journalism practice, a
representation agss various age groups was ensured. Finally, effort was made to ensure that
those in management positions such as editors, news editors and line editors who determine
stories that get published were represented. Their perspectives as members of management
were considered vital to gaining insight into what drives or influences editorial output. To
achieve the above, a decision was taken that of the 50 participants from each of the geo
political zones to respond to the questionnaire, at least 15 should &le fearnalists. Five

of them should be in management positions and relative representation across various age
grades would be ensured. For the intergeavminimum of one female journalist and

someone i management position were targeted.

4.10.2.2Recuitment of Participants

As a journalist who had worked in Nigef@ over two decadeshe researcher had contacts

in different parts of the country wih assisted in recruiting participants for the research.
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Contacts were identified in the different gealitical zones and reached. The purpose of the

research was explained to them and letters of invitation for the participants were subsequently
mailed to each. The researcher subsequently tealt Lagos, Abuja, Minna and Kano in

different partsforta f i el dwor k. Coincidentally, a natio
was coming up around the time the data gathering was scheduled and one of the contacts

drew the attention of the researcher to this. Hence the survey and interview for some of the

paticipants were held in their hotel rooms at the conference.

4.10.3 The Pilot Study

As mentioned above, the two instruments employed for this study wetesped through a

pilot study. A total of 50 journalists operating in Plateau State, (one obth&afes in

Nigeria) were the participants for the studize choice of Plateau State was for convenience
since the researcher had worked as a correspondent in the state and was familiar with many of
the journalistsThe questionnaire was administereddady-five participants through a

random sampling methodn interview was conducted with five journalists to test the

wording of the questions. The piest was undertaken to ensure that the instruments worked

as intended and the characteristics of pgdicis were the same as those of other journalists

across Nigeriawho were sampled in the main study.

Oppenheim (1992, p.47) argues:

Pilot work can be immensely rewarding. There is an intellectual challenge in
conceptualizing and reonceptualizing the keaims of the study and in
making preparations for the fieldwork and analysis so that not too much will

go wrong and nothing will have been left out.
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The questionnaire and the transcrilog@@rviewdatawere analyzed to assess their level of
accuracy andonsistency. The responses showed that some aspects of both the questionnaire
and the interview questions were either misunderstood or given different interpretations by
various participants. These were subsequentlyasked or reframed to improve the \el of

clarity. Some of the questions found to be repetitive because they yielded the same or similar
responses were deleted. Based on the pilot study, two statements were added to the
guestionnaire to ensure that the intended variables were well meddugadstructions on

the two sections of the questionnaire were also modified for clarity.

For the interview guide, the framing of some of the questions was changed as participants in

the pilot exhibited reluctance to answer questions bordering on dihgéeadhes such as the

collection of gratification. Similarly, despite assurances of anonymity, batistdwhen

i ssues of salary and journalistsd working co
adoption of the funribng interview technique in wibh general questions on issues are first
posedbefore doveailing into more probing questiogcurs Although the pilot work

increased the cost and time spent on the research, it was very rewarding by helping to identify

the shortcomings in the initidraftsof the instruments

4.10.4Survey

Survey research provides a relatively inexpensive and rapid way of collecting data (Babbie,
2007). The motivation for adopting survey for the quantitative aspect of this study was

because of its advantages, Asamas possible, survey research aims to eliminate bias from

the research process and produce results that can be replicated by other researchers if they use
the same procedure known as standardization, also referred to as equivalence of stimulus

(May, 2011 Oppenheim, 1992). Replicability enhances reliability and validity since identical
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results from different surveys using the same sampling and process would boost confidence

in the initial findings (de Vaus, 2002).

4.104.1 Questionnaire Development

Having decided on the major objective of the research based on the gap found in literature
that little or nothing has been done in trying to understand how the response of journalists to
professional challenges is impacting the standard of practice in Nitperigesearcher opted

for survey with questionnaire as instrument for the quantitative aspect of the study. This was
because, as a former journalist, who had praciic&tigeria for many yearghe researcher

was familiar with some of the issues founditarature which helped in identifying the

research problem, which, e absence of an empirical frame of reference for understanding

how journalistsd response to professional c h

in Nigeria. An instrumentle the questionnaire whigto a large extenmakes for verifiable
measurement through replication (Creswell, 2014) was considered, to ensure that the
researcherds perception or understanding of
scale measurg instrument was chosen to ascertain the disposition of journalisiagtructs

found in literatureSince many of the constructs which included corruption, survival

difficulties caused by dwindling income and changing media use, poor working cosdition
political and ownership influence, partisanship, etlamd religious biagre common in

literature and in the public domain in Nigenre generallyattitude measurement was seen

as appropriate. The questionnaire was therefore developed wigpphigchin mind.

4.104.2 The Likert Scale

Likert is a scaling method which allows respondents to fix themselves within an attitude scale

by choosing from a set of five options which

060di sagreeb ismdyréesetéir.ongl yy sdthe most popul ar
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scientists (May, 2011; Oppenheim, 1992). The major utility of an attitude scaling is to divide
respondents into broad groups in relation to
ways i n which such attitude relates to other
187). Likert scale strives at udimensionality or equality atems being tested or scaled to

ensure thathey all measure the same thifgabbie, 2007; May, 2011Yhe five options are

scored based on five weights of453, 2, 1 assigned to each of them. In some cases, a four

scale measure is used (Creswell, 2014, Oppenheim, 1992). A decision is taken by the

researcher as to whether a high scale score shouldarfasaurable or unfavourable
attitude. For example, a O0strongly agreed re

basically for identification of the choice made by the respondent (May, 2011).

4.10.4.3 The Questionnaire Structure

The guestionnairésee Appendix Il) had a total of twenty one questions and two sections (A
and B). Section A had four questions which sought demographic information about
participants. It dwelt on gender, agecket, level of education and number of years in

practice. Athough there are arguments in favour of leaving personal data questions to the end
of the questiorsetso as not to put off or offend the sensibility of participants to any of the
issues (see Babbie, 2007; Creswell, 2014; Gray, 2014, May, 2011; Oppeb®@®)),none

of the questions was considered capable of generating such negative reaction. This decision
was based on the researcherods knowledge of t
understanding of theegieral disposition of respondsras purnaliststo the effect that it was

better not to start with tasking questions. The only question that could have been sensitive
relates to age which some people are reluctant to disclose openly. This was overcome by the
use of age categories which diot meveal the exact age of a respondent. The section was
prefaced by an instruction which explained to participants that the information was purely for

the purpose of data analysis and not for identification.
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Section B had 17 questions which sought thpaligion of respondents to statements on a
five-scale range. It was also introduced with an instruction to participants on what was
expected of them. The questions were arranged in sequences related to the constructs they
were designed to test. For instapquestions 5,6 and 7 dwelt on the impact of technology on
professional practice while questions 8 and 9 sought to measure the influence of
advertisement on editorial input. Questions 10 and 11 measured ownership influence on
editorial decisiongust asquestions 12, 13, 14 and 15 focused on various issues seeking to
measure the effect of welfare and working conditions on professional practice. The response
of participants to professional challenges was measured in questions 17 and 18 while
guestions 19rad 20 measured how journalists rated journalism regulatory and professional
bodies. Respondents rated the standard of journalism practice in Nigeria in questions 12 and

21.

A covering letter with the logo of the University of Salford was attached tguéstionnaire
and thishelped to secure the confidence of would be participdiis letter explainethe
rationale for the survewssured participants of their anonymity and thanked them for their
participation. This enabled the respondents to undert@nessence of the exercise and feel

appreciated for taking part in it.

4.10.4.4 Sample Size for Survey

The questionnaire was answered 830 journalists from across the six gealitical zones of
Nigeria. The aim of this wa$o ensure a representatiohjournalists from all over the

country to make the result generalizable.

4.10.5 Interviews

The qualitative data for this research came from sractured interviews. Fade-face,
also called personal interviews can be in a field setting or inoadtdy setting. For this
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study, the field setting was more appropriate because of the nature of the research. Field
setting arrangements are more natur al t han |
to produce artificial effects due to thetsed itself, but are usually less controlled
environmentso (Merrigan and Hstsuttwehinterve® 09, p.
for the qualitative aspect also had to do with the advantages inherent in interview as an
instrument. Since it was sessiructured with some prepared questions and other falfpw

guestions as the researcher deemed necessary, it made for deeper probing into the issues by

the researcher (May, 2011; Oppenheim, 1992)

The other advantages of personal interg@sich informedits choice for this study include

the following (Merrigan & Huston, 2009)

Easier to establish a rapport and climate of trust

- More difficult for participants to avoid answering any question

- Allows for deeper probing and followp questions

- Theresearcheacn moni t or pwerbdreactionrsant s non

- Participants can ask for clarifications of questions they do not understand.

Efforts were equally made to minimize the effect of the disadvantages of personal interviews
which include possible subtle pressures respondents that might affect their response;
apprehension to sensitive questions, sample representativeness likely to undermine external
validity (Babbie, 2007; May, 2011By ensuring representation from across Nigeria based on

t he ¢ oun t-polificalsarrangementgrepresentativeness was achieved even though the
number of participants was much smaller to those used for the sAs/agted abovene

funndling interview style- whereby questions are first asked in general terms before moving

to specific ones was used. This was designed to draw out the participants to speak on issues
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devoid of how it relates to them personally. In many cases during the interviews, participants,

on their own, brought themselves into the issues as examplasstoai their points

Gray (2014) submits that research interviews should be designed in a manner that will ensure
that the findings are valid and reliable. In view of the limitation in generalizing the findings

of interviews to a wider population, quatitee researchers tend to make use of other

indicators of credibility (Gray, 2014; Oppenheim, 1992). These include, making sure that the
guestions relate directly to the research objectives; employing interview techniques that allow
informants to freely exjess themselves through rapport and trust building, constructing

guestions drawn from literature and pilot stualydprompting interviewees to illustrate and

expand on their initial responses (Arksey & Knight, 1999). The researcher was able to apply
someof these at different pointsor example, some of the respondents had to be encouraged

by the researcher to be o6truthfuldé in answer
6i nducementsé in the course of duwtinstangest h a r
guestions were reframed when respondents seem not to comprehenthésenassisted to

improve the quality of responses.

Two digital recorders were used to record the interviews to ensure accuracy and, firack up
case either of themmalfunctioned The experience of the researcher as a journedist

usefulas he was dé to take notes with ease whdbsening the nonverbal cues of

participants. Despite being conversant with issues related to journalism practice in Nigeria
from interactionwith literature as a scholar and personal experience as a journalist, the
researcher strove to avoid bias by being dispassionate in asking questions and encouraging
participants to open up as much as possible on the issues raised. Participants wetl/constan
reminded that the goal of the research was to have an empirical frame of reference about the
challenges of practice in Nigeria and their effestprofessional standasdSince the

interview was serpstructured (see Appendix Ill), the researcher aidstick to a particular
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pattern of questioning arslibsequent questions were dictatedh®specific resposes

received

4,10.5.1 Interview Guide and Rationale

Based on Bergbés (2001, p. 75) suggestaon t ha
way fito draw out the most complete story abo
investigationodo, a guest i-structurgdintedsiew. Msdhad bgem ep ar e
explained, the purpose of the qualitative aspect of this research wasléepget and richer

data through the clarification and probing ttretinterview affords to complement or

corroborate those of the quantitative data which were based on constructs on journalism

practice in Nigeria as found in literature. The followoawnpises theationale for the

various sets of questions:

Questions one and two asked patrticipants to describe their typical day as a journalist and their
career motivations. This was in line with the fulling approach to make participants speak
in generalérms on the issues before going to other questions. In most cases, respondents

prompted followup questions as they drifted to other areas in answering the questions.

Questions three and four dwelt on contemporary issues influencing journalism in Nigeria,
how they were affecting them as professionals and their response. The questions were
designed to elicit kdepth responses from the respondents as they were key to answering the

research questions. These questions produced the longest part of mostteftienis.

Questionseven which sought a comparison of journalism in Nigeria 20 years ago and now
was to get an assessment of various era of journalism in Nigeria. This is to provide a basis for

knowing what had improved or gone worse over time.
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Questionsiine and ten focused on the operational and welfare conditions in which journalists
in Nigeria operate. They were meant to draw participants to speak on if and how regularly
they get paid alongside other working conditions to be able to draw inferenbes/dhese

impact the standard gfactice.

Question edven which was the lgswanted participats to suggest waya which the
standard of journalism practice could be enhanced. Apart fromajgrgesuggestions, was
also another way of identifying tleballenges of practice which they might have left out

while answering other questions.

The questions served as appropriatguide which prompted followp questions that
overall,produced a rich and deeper insight into the issues to complement thitatjuardata

gathered

4.10.5.2Sample Size for Interview

As stated under sampling methee¢ 410.2.1) thirty journalists, five from each of the six
geopolitical zones of Nigeria participated in the interview. The selection across the country
ensued that the data reflected a fair representation of journalists from different parts of the

country.

4.11 Ethical Considerations

This study conformed to relevant ethical requirements for a research. It was guided by the
ethical guideline of the Social Rearch Association, the British Psychological Society and
other ethical guides found theliterature (see Babbie, 2007; Creswell, 2014; Gray, 2014;
May, 2011, Merrigan & Huston, 2009). Apart from obtaining the necessary ethical approval
from theSchool ¢ Arts and MedigEthics Paneht the University of Salfordhe researcher

followed the necessary ethical steps prescribed for a research as recommended by Merrigan
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and Huston (2009). First, the researcher ensured that participants in the researclatgdre tre
fairly, justly and respectfully and that their rights were protected. Informed consent was
obtained from every participant after invitation letters were initially sent to them to
participate in the study. The consent form explained their rightsety fparticipate in the
exercise and to withdraw their participation at any point. Participants were also assured of

their anonymity both during and after the research.

In addition, the participants were related with honestly as the researcher explained the
essence of the research to them. No form of deception was employed under the guise of not
wanting to influence participants as somesiappens. The researclasorepored and
evaluatedhe research ethically by being truthful and homesiandling déa. No attempt wa

made to tamper with data to suit any-pomceived end and the viewkparticipants were

fairly presented devoid of any misrepnetsgion. Recorded interviews wettaplicated and

backed up on different platforms to protect data. Thatiu@aires and thgped transcripts

of interviews wee also kept in safe plas to avoid unauthorized access that could

compromise the anonymity of the participants.

4.12 Conclusion

This chapter presented in detail, how the research was conductednieoced with a

discussion of the methodology adopted for the research before explaining the research
process, the research worldview and the strategy. It detailed the data collection method
explaining how and why questionnaire and sstriictured interviewvere adopted as

instruments. It also dwelt on the sampling for the research and the efforts made to ensure that
participants were representative of the research population. It concluded with an explanation
of the ethical steps taken for the research.ddta generated from the research process

discussed in this chaptare presented in Chapters Five and Six
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Chapter Five

Quantitative Data Presentation and Analysis
5.1  Chapter Overview

This chapteunveilsthe quantitative daresults obtained in thigsearctproject It preserd
the results of the quantitative inquiry generated through survey using Likert scafeahomi
measurement. The dadee presented in tables generated feor8PSS analysis @ach of

the 21questions on the questionnaiRee clarts are presented to illustrate the demographic
data. The resultg@ also interpreted to provide a basis for comparison with the qualitativ

data presented in Chapter Six

5.2  Quantitative Data Analysis

This section presents the descriptive statistias interpretation of the quatative data. The

data wereevaluated to teseliability, validity and how thegonnect to the research

objectives. Descriptive statististowhow collected sample data appears in numerical and

visual terms (Gray2014; Merigan & Huston, 2009AsBabbi e (2007 éJ]p. 384)
the aim of data analysis is the discovery of patterns among the data, patterns that point to

t heoretical u n d e r Bhespetifit ichargcterisock desdata haseti onl i f e 0 .
frequencydistribution, are presentegsing graphical analysis. Frequency distribution which

refers to the number of instances of a variable in a spivaypopular method of data

analysis irtheLikert Scale (May, 2011).
5.2.1 Presentaion of Results andAnalysis

In view the mixed methodology adopted for this researchintieepretation and analysis

presentedh this chapterepresenthe first stage of presentatiofithe results foof this
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researchUnderthe mixed methodspproachquantitative and qualitatt methods are
triangulated to draw conclusions based on the two data setseduits of thigriangulation

of the two dataets is presented in Chapter Seven

5.2.2 Frequency Tables by Variables

Table 51
Gender
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumuhtive Percent
Female 61 29.9 29.9 29.9
Male 143 70.1 70.1 100.0
Total 204 100.0 100.0

The frequency table alve shows that 61 representi®@ per cent females and 148

representing 70 per cent males participated in the survey. Figures obtain¢defidigeria

Union of Journalists (NJ) had shown that of tH#5,000 (twentyfive thousand) registered
members, there are about 6,000 (six thousand) females which amounts to about 24 per cent.
Males who are about 19,000 (nineteen) thousand constitute &bpetcent of members. As
explained in the sampling section, a stratified random sampling method was employed to
ensure that subets of the sample are represented. The ratio of femalke participation in

the surveyllustrated in the pie chart belows therefore considered a fair representation of

the members of the NUJ who constitute the population for this study.
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B Femals
REE

Figure 51 Gender distribution of participants.

Table 22

Age Range in Years

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent

200125 3 15 15 15
267130 20 9.8 9.8 11.3
31135 71 34.8 34.8 46.1
36140 59 28.9 28.9 75.0
Over40 51 25.0 25.0 100.0
Total 204 100.0 100.0

As the table indicates, participants cut across the five age ranges in the questionnaire.
However those in their middle agevho fall within the age ranges of-36 and 3135 years,

who are usually described as the gguconstitute a total of 44.6 per cent, lower than the 57.4
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per cent of those from 36 years and above. Those in the age brackgeaf8@nd below
constitute 11.3 per cent. This could mean that the number of younger people joining the
journalism profession in Nigeria is reducjrmutit might take a longitudinal stugwhich this

research is notp establish this

Wo-2s
Wzs-30
31 -35
W3s-40
O over 40

Figure 52 Agedistribution of participants

Table 53

Level of Education

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
Completed Sec. 3 15 15 15
School
OND/NCE 22 10.8 10.8 12.3
B.Sc/B.A./HND 124 60.8 60.8 73.0
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Postgraduate 53 26.0 26.0 99.0
Ungpecified 2 1.0 1.0 100.0
Total 204 100.0 100.0

Withover80p er cent of respondents having equival
level of education among journalists in Nigeria appeelegivelyhigh. Thissuggestshat

some of the construgin literaturesuch as the prevalence of envelope journalism and

dependence on, or affinity witholiticians cannot be blamed on low level of education
attainmentamong journalists in Nigeria as some hawgued(see Daramola, 2013; Omoera,

2010) andmight have other causes.

B completed Sec. Schi.
® onDMCE
[CJB.Sc/B.A HND

B Fostgraduate

Os

Figure 53 Level of education of participants
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Table 4

Years of Experience in Journalism

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
1-5Years 26 12.7 12.7 12.7
6-10 Years 47 23.0 23.0 35.8
11-15 Years 61 29.9 29.9 65.7
16- 20 Years 45 22.1 221 87.7
Over 20 Years 25 12.3 12.3 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

The table shows that 52 per cent of respondents have between 11 and 20 years of experience
as journalists. About 35 per cent have tefesreryears of experience. Only about 12 per

cent have spent over 20 years. This suggests that less people spend over 20 years as
journalists despite the fact that the official length of seruitd retirement is 35 years.

Could this be a corroboration obnstructs in literature that journalists in Nigeria are seeking
opportunitiesoutside the profession? Thissgpported in responses$tatement 18yhere

60 per cent of respondents said they would opt out if they got bettdsgrbelow)
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Cover 20 Years

Figure5.4 Years of journalism experience

Table 55

Access to the internet and new technologies like iPad, smart g@hes, etchas enhanced
my performance as a journalist.

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Disagree 43 21.1 21.1 21.1
Disagree 48 23.5 23.5 44.6
Neutral 9 4.4 4.4 49.0
Agree 50 24.5 24.5 73.5
Strongly Agree 54 26.5 26.5 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

The statistics indicate that while about 45 per cent disagreed or strongly disagreed with the
statement, 5per cent agreed that access to new technologies has enhanced their

performance. The disagreement of about 45 per cent and neutral stance of 4.4 per cent who
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together constitute about half of the respondents suggests that a significant number of

journalistseither have no access or are not reaping the benefits of new technologies.

Table 56

Increasing access to new (social) media among Nigerians gives {joumrnalists
opportunity to disseminate information on news events and happenings as journalists d

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent

Strongly Agree 68 33.3 33.3 33.3

Agree 93 45.6 45.6 78.9
Neutral 10 4.9 4.9 83.8
Disagree 16 7.8 7.8 91.7
Strongly Disagree 17 8.3 8.3 100.0
Total 204 100.0 100.0

Almost 80 per cent ofespondents agreed that increasing access of the public to new

technology and social media has empoweredjoomalists to disseminate information about

events. This aligns with the global trends where citizen journalism is gaining popularity and

news orgaizations including those in Nigeria, are now creating platforms to have reports

from citizens.

Table 57

Reports on news breaks in my beat are sometimes disseminated ahead of me by non

journalists through their mobile phones and other gadgets.

Freqguency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent
Strongly Disagree 50 24.5 24.5 24.5
Disagree 58 28.4 28.4 52.9
Neutral 11 5.4 5.4 58.3
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Agree 47 23.0 23.0 81.4
Strongly Agree 38 18.6 18.6 100.0
Total 204 100.0 100.0

While most respondents (@it 80 per cent) agreed in Statement 6 that non journalists are

now able to disseminate information via the new media, some of them did not accept the
suggestion in this statement that non journalists sometimes beat them to news breaks. Almost
53 per centlisagreed with the statement. Tdgproximatelyl6 per cent who accepted the
statement and thjastover 5 per cent who were undecigdednstitute almost half of the

respondents which suggests that the divikiereis almost balanced.

Table 58

Income from advertisements has dropped in the organization | work for.
Frequency Percent Valid Percent  Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Agree 51 25.0 25.0 25.0
Agree 70 34.3 34.3 59.3
Neutral 32 15.7 15.7 75.0
Disagree 28 13.7 13.7 88.7
Strongly Disagree 23 11.3 11.3 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

A preponderance of respondents agreed that advertisement income has diugeetey

work. This conforms tohe global trend of dwindling advert income in many traditional news
organizations. However, abous per cent disagreed with the statement, suggesting that they
work in organizations that are sfgerformingwell commercially from seekingdvertsement

income
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Table

Income generation is accorded much importance such that it can affect whattge
published or not published where | work.
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Disagree 44 21.6 21.6 21.6
Disagree 63 30.9 30.9 52.5
Neutral 20 9.8 9.8 62.3
Agree 35 17.2 17.2 79.4
Strongly Agree 42 20.6 20.6 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

The distribution of responses in the above table shows that the influence of income
generation on editorial output differs in news organizations. A majority of about 53 per cent
disagreed with the statement suggesting that incomeraigon is not a determinant of what
gets published. Another 38 per cagreed indicating that this the cas&here they work.

About 10 per cent were undecided suggesting that they either do not know or are not

concerned about the issue

Table 510

Where | work, ownership influence is strong on what is published.
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Disagree 51 25.0 25.0 25.0
Disagree 51 25.0 25.0 50.0
Neutral 26 12.7 12.7 62.7
Agree a7 23.0 23.0 85.8
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Strongly Agre 29 14.2 14.2 100.0
Total 204 100.0 100.0

This variable which sought to measure the influence of proprietors of news organizations on
editorial output showed 50 per cent disagreeing with the statement. This suggests that
ownership has little or nofluence on editorial output where they work. However, 37 per
cent agreeavith the statement and about 13 per cent were neutral, an indication that the

situation differs from one organization to the other.

Table 511

Lack of editorial independence negtively influences my ability to uphold journalism code
of ethics.

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Disagree 43 21.1 21.1 21.1
Disagree 65 31.9 31.9 52.9
Neutral 33 16.2 16.2 69.1
Agree 33 16.2 16.2 85.3
Strongly Agre 30 14.7 14.7 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

For this statement, 31 per cent agreed that lack of editorial independence is undermining their
ability to uphold journalism ethics. Their response sugdkestpresencef some form of

editorial censorshipracontrol where they work. A majority of 53 per cent disagreed with the
statement while about 16 per cent were neutral. Considering the fact that a majority of news

organizations in Nigeria are state/ned and are assumed in literature to be less independe
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than their privately owned counterpaittss finding callsfor deeper understanding which the

gualitative data is likely to provide.

Table 512

The standard of journalism practice in Nigeria is improving.
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulatve

Percent
Strongly Disagree 35 17.2 17.2 17.2
Disagree 46 22.5 22.5 39.7
Neutral 23 11.3 11.3 51.0
Agree 56 27.5 27.5 78.4
Strongly Agree 44 21.6 21.6 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

Despite the fact that about 50 per cent of respondents agitbeithis statement, it is
significant that about 40 per cent disagreed. Added to the about 11 per cent who remained
neutral, it showed that only about half of the respondents could categorically declare that

standard is improving in their profession.

Tale 513

My salary is paid regularly by my employer.

Frequency Percent Valid Percent  Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Agree 28 13.7 13.7 13.7
Agree 59 28.9 28.9 42.6
Neutral 41 20.1 20.1 62.7
Disagree 37 18.1 18.1 80.9
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Strongly Disagree 39 19.1 19.1 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

It is significant from the responses here that over 20 per cent chose to be neutral. Since it is
impossible for them not to know whether their salaries are being paid regularly or not,
choosing to be neutral might swegg that they are freelancers who areraogivingregular

salary or argin fact, paid irregularly. Almost 43 per cent agreed that salary is regular while
37 per cent disagrdeBroughttogether, this could be interpreted to mean that about 50 per

cent d respondents are either not paid regularly or are freelancers not on regular pay.

Table 514

| accept gifts (in cash or kind) in the course of my professional duties when given.
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Agree 40 19.6 19.6 19.6
Agree 56 27.5 27.5 47.1
Neutral 38 18.6 18.6 65.7
Disagree 38 18.6 18.6 84.3
Strongly Disagree 32 15.7 15.7 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

The phenomenon of envelope journalism and payment of gratification (in kind or cash) to
journalists is a recurring issue in discourses on journalism in Nigeria. This informed the
insertion of this variable to verify empirically this is true. Fortyseven per cent of
respondents agreed that they receive gifts in the course of duty while &npedisagreed. A

significantnumber constituting 19 per cemif respondentavere neutral, suggesting that they
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wanted to be nerommittal on the matter. Juxtaposing this with Statement 13 which

indicated that a reasonable percentage do not recemiaregy might suggest a link

between irregular or no salary and acceptance of gifts by journalists in Nigezigssue was

also raised in the interview which afforded further probing that provided a clearer picture (see

Chapter Six).

Table 515

There is no job security for journalists in Nigeria.
Frequency Percent Valid Percent  Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Agree 70 34.3 34.3 34.3
Agree 72 35.3 35.3 69.6
Neutral 19 9.3 9.3 78.9
Disagree 19 9.3 9.3 88.2
Strongly Disagree 24 11.8 11.8 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

The agreement of almost 70 per cent of respondents with this statement affirms their
disposition to the variable. If lack of job security is linked to Statements 14 and 16, could the
responses relate to the current level of jalism practice in Nigeriallowever, more

detailed responses for this variable were obtained in the qualitative inquiry which made the

picture clearer (see Chapter Six).

Table 516

As a professional journalist, I try to strike a balance between upholdig ethical standards
and making ends meet.

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative
Percent
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Strongly Disagree 40 19.6 19.6 19.6

Disagree 53 26.0 26.0 45.6
Neutral 21 10.3 10.3 55.9
Agree 57 27.9 27.9 83.8
Strongly Agree 33 16.2 16.2 100.0
Total 204 100.0 100.0

Over 45 per cent of respondents disagreed with this statement to the over 43 per cent that
agreed. Another over 10 per cent was neutral. The variable was meant to measure how the
respondents stand between the need to uphold pafessithics andnaking ends meét

Linked tothe response in statement 14 in which majority admitted toctialegifts in the

course of dutywhich is against journalism code of ethics, ititerviews were used to

investigate further this finding.

Tabk 517

My passion for journalism is still high despite the challenges in the profession.
Frequency Percent Valid Percent  Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Disagree 37 18.1 18.1 18.1
Disagree 54 26.5 26.5 44.6
Neutral 11 54 54 50.0
Agree 60 294 294 79.4
Strongly Agree 42 20.6 20.6 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0
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Most professionals are driven by a passion for their job and journalists are unlikely to be an
exception. In view of some of the professional challenges faced by journalists iraNigeri
seen in literature and from the personal experience of the researcher as a journalist, the
variable sought to measure the extent to which the challergyesffiecting their passion for

the job.Fifty per cent agreed that they still had a passiothprofession whereas almost

45 per cent disagreed. These responses when aligned to Stateymédmr&da good majority
agreed that they would quit journalism if they had better job opportyratessly point to a

significant problem in the profession

Table 518

I will quit journalism if | find an opportunity for a better job or position outside the
profession.

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Agree 62 30.4 30.4 30.4
Agree 61 29.9 29.9 60.3
Neutral 9 4.4 4.4 64.7
Disagree 42 20.6 20.6 85.3
Strongly Disagree 30 14.7 14.7 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

Only about a quarter of respondents disagreed with the statement, showing that they were
willing to remain in journalism even if they had opportunities for bgties. However, a

larger majority of over 60 per cent agreed that they would opt out if they got better jobs.
Since association is not necessarily correlation, could their stance be driven by a desire for

better pay and improved living standard rathentadoss of passion for the journalism
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profession?his is something which was investigated through the -sémactured interviews

undertaken in the research.

Table 519

The Nigeria Union of Journalists is doing a lot in fighting for the rights and w#-being of
journalists.

Frequency Percent Valid Percent  Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Agree 30 14.7 14.7 14.7
Agree 50 24.5 24.5 39.2
Neutral 32 15.7 15.7 54.9
Disagree 51 25.0 25.0 79.9
Strongly Disagree 41 20.1 20.1 100.0

Total 204 100.0 1000

A majority of 45 per cent felt that the NUJ is not doing enough to fight for the welfare of
journalists. On the other hand, 40 pentagreed with the statement. Thisildl influence the
attitude of journalists to the code @thics which is NU<prescribed. The variable wadso
explored through the serstructurednterviews in which the respondents clarified their

positions.

Table 5.20

The regulatory bodies for journalism - the National Broadcasting Commission, the
Nigerian Press Council- have been working to ensure professional standard in Nigerie
Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Disagree 47 23.0 23.0 23.0
Disagree 57 27.9 27.9 51.0
Neutral 34 16.7 16.7 67.6
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Agree 35 17.2 17.2 84.8
Strongly Agree 31 152 15.2 100.0
Total 204 100.0 100.0

Over half (51 per cent) disagreed with the statement that the regulatory bodies have been
promoting professional standar&iewed with the majority opinion in Statement 19 that the
NUJ is not fighting for the rightand weltbeing of journalists, it suggesaglissatisfaction
among journalists with the performance ofithrofessional and regulatory bodies in

Nigeria.

Table 221

Journalism is vibrant in Nigeria despite increasing difficulty by various newsnizations to
stay afloat.

Frequency Percent Valid Percent  Cumulative

Percent
Strongly Agree 86 42.2 42.2 42.2
Agree 84 41.2 41.2 83.3
Neutral 20 9.8 9.8 93.1
Disagree 9 4.4 4.4 97.5
Strongly Disagree 5 2.5 2.5 100.0

Total 204 100.0 100.0

It was curious to find in literature that journalism in Nigeria is still described as vibrant
despite identified challenges and shortcomings, hence this vaNa)eheresponseo this
statemenshowed thaindeedover 80 percent ahformantsagreedhat the challenges of the

profession have not dampened its vibrancy.
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5.3 Conclusion

This chapter presented tHatagenerated fronthe quantitative inquiry of this study. The

results of the inquiry were analyd question by questiqmo graphically illusrate how data

responded tthe objective of the researahhich is to critique and understand how
journalistsd response to pr of kpmdsicenNmeia. c hal | e

The results established that:

- There is a 7€B0 maléfemaleratio of journalists in Nigeria

- The level of education attainment is relatively high among journalists as
over 86% have equivalent.of a Bachel

- Over 50%0f the research sampdgreed that access to internet and new
technologies has enheed their job performance

- A majority of the samplegreed thatevenue from advertisements has
dropped where they work

- Only about 43%f the sampleeceive regular salary

- About47%ofthesample gr eed t hat they coll ect 0
duty.

- 70% of the samplaffirm that there is no job security for journalists

- Over 60%of the samplegreed that they would quit journalism if they got

better jobs.

Theresultsfrom the quantitative data constitute empirical evidence wisichmparedn
ChapterSeven, with the qualitative dgpeesented in the next chapty,arrive at findingso

answer the researquestions for this study.
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Chapter Six

Qualitative Data Presentation and Analysis

6.1  Chapter Overview

This chapter complements the previotmapter which presented findja of the Quantitative
data by unveilinghe results for thQualitative aspect of this studAs explained in Chapter
Four, the choice of a mixed methods which combines qualitative and qualitative research
approaches is tenale this studyto derive maximum benefit from the two approaches and
thereby, reduce to the barest minimubre disadvantages inherent in using either of them
alone (Creswell, 2014; Gray, 2014; May, 2011). The quatit data analyad in Section

5.2, which was derived froma questionnaire administered to 300 journalists in Nigamnal

the qualitative data from sesiructured interviews with 30 participamgere designed
togetherto complement each other ppovide answers to the two research questionte
study. RQl1sought to identifylie contemporary developmeimsprofessionajournalism
practice in Nigeria while RQ2 interrogated hfmurnalists are respomtj to the

developments and challenges of practind the implication foprofessional stadards.

As also explained in Chapter Fo@leven questions were formulatedaasnterview
scheduléut in line with the serrstructured format, the sequence of the interview was
dictated by the responses to questions. The recorded interviews were sabigequ

transcribed and made ready for analysis.

The researcher recognised that qualitative data analysis entailed making sense of social
observations without converting data to a numerical format (Babbie, 2007). The data was

broken down into smallerunifst o r ev e al their characteri
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invol ves description and interpretation to
(1993, p.30)). The data analysis allowed the researcher to gain new insights into data as they
are broken dow into their constituent parts and connections made between concepts to
provide a ground for new descriptions (May, 2011). Gray (2014) described qualitative data
analysis as a circular process which moves from description to connecting and classifying
corcepts to gain new insight. The researcher followed this circular process, going back and
forth, studying the data to gain understanding for description, connection and classification of

concepts. The diagram below illustrates the process:

Description Classification

Classification Connection

N

Figure 61 Qualitative Data Analysis: A Circular Process (Adapted fiGnay, 2014,p.608)

Description

After familiarizing withdata through repeated readicgding the data and identifying
relevant concept®ollowed. A thematc analysis of the data was also dohleematic anakis
refers to the process of identifying themes relevant to the research geigstioata and

analyzing them (Braun & Clark, 2006; Fereday & MGiochrane, 2006).
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The researcher followed the six phases of thematic data analysis prescribed by Braun and

Clark (2006) cited in Gray (2014, p. 609) which involves:

(a) Reading and reeadng to get familiar with the dat

(b) Systematic coding of striking features of the data using notes, markings or
highlighting

(c) Searching for themes as from the codes and collaterg thto themes and sub
themes

(d) Crosschecking themes to ensure their validity, in relation to the evidence from data

(e) Defining and naming each theme in relation to the story to tell about the data

(N Producing the report by selecting the vivid and significantipns of the data linking

them to the research questions and the literature.

In line with the above, the data was coded, the names of the participants removed and
replaced with identification codes JP (short for Journalist Participant) and numkgf@ed 1
Thus the first intervieeewas coded JP1 while the last was coded JP30. The data was also

coded and categorized into themes and labelled.

6.2 Thematic Analysis

As statedn ChapteiOne (p.4)this study is anchored on two research questions. The
thematicanalysis of the qualitative data commenced using the NVIVO Software for Text
Search and Word Frequency queries. The Word Tree below generated from the data

highlights words and phrases used by participants in answering questions related to

journalisminN geri a. As can be seen, words and phr e
0journalism in Nigeria has some chall engesd,
6chall engesd, 6communitydéd, Obésevere condition
featuredoromnently.
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The interview responses were grouped into ten broad themes for this analysis. Two of the
themes relate to RQ1 (Research Question One) while eight relate to RQ2 (Research Question
2) as presentebelow.This reflects the complementary nature of the research questions. As
explained above, RQ1 identified the contemporary developments in journalism practice in
Nigeria. The response of journalists to the developments and how they impact the professio

is critiqued by RQ2 and they both presented empirical backing for this research project. Thus,
although the thematic grouping weighted in favour of RQ2, the themes combined well to

achieve the goals of the thesis.

6.3 RQ1: What are the contemporary devebpments impacting professional
journalism practice in Nigeria?

The research question interrogated various claims in literature on what drives journalism
practice in Nigeria (see Abidde, 2012; Golwa, 2011; Ochogwu, 2011 & Pate, 2011). This was
neessary because the dynamism in the journalism field and possible new developments
make it imperative to ascertain what the current situation is. This was to ensure that the
findings of this study were in tandem with the time. Questions Three and Foer of th

interview guide were specifically designed to elicit responses to the research questions while
follow-up questions were thrown as necessarg\ie participant€o expand o initial
responsed~or instance, some of the respondents who cited poor saidnyelfare

conditions as challengegere taken up on how regularly they receive salary and if the
identified challenges encourage ethicaleoisduct among journalistResponses from the

participants (JP-BO) to questions related to RQ1 are presentaddhieally.
6.3.1 Contemporary Developments/Challenges
The World Cloud in Figure 5.3 from NVIVO Word Search query featured key words found

in the responses of participants to questions on the contemporary developments and
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challenges affecting their work gmirnalists. Key words such as control, organisations,
hazards, professional, agents, instance, problem, politicians, need, issue, control, money,
problem and many others which summarise the views of respondents can be found on the

cloud.

Figure 6.3 Ward Cloud on Contemporary Challenges Impacting Journalism

The journalists were unanimous in identifying poor pay, irregular salary and unfriendly

working environment as major challenges and variously identified new technology,

dwindling income for news oegisations, invasion of the profession by those they called
6guacks6, |l ack of independence, insecurity,
access to information, the corrupting influence of the society, disrespect for ethics, ownership
structure of news media organisations and proprietor influence as some of the challenges they

face in the course of duty.
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A majority of the participants agreed that new technologies and the Internet espearally, ha

created the coritibns forchangean theprofession such that journalists no longer have the
monopoly of O0gatekeepingd the news. For inst
control thedgate®to news as they often themselves learn of news breaks on different Internet
platforms. His submssion was repeated by other participants (for example, JP1, JP2, JP12,

JP21 & JP24). Although majority agreed that new technologies have enhanced the

productivity and versatility of journalists in many respects, they noted that it has also brought

in laxity as sone journalists now rely more @ocial media as sources instead of going out to
investigate or verify stories. Others identified the birth of many online publications often
disseminating falsehood and unverified information as a major challepgeféssional

journalism.

For instance, JP9 who has been a journalist for 38 years said 80 per cent of journalists in the
state where he works are either not on salary or are paid irregularly. JP21 who said he was

being owed 19 mo ndftheidtervewa domoboyatedthis:t he t i me

Most times you havao money to work wittbecause your salary is irregular

and there is no special provision to take care of your movem@stpushes

you to do what you donét | idmetimeéso do be
you cut ends to survive. In other words, you indulge in unethical practices, you
compromise ethical standards to enable you survive one way or the other

(Interview 21, 2015)

Also painting the situation, JP4 stated:

Journalism is not given the rigtgcognition that it ought to be given, in the
sensdhat, much as journalism t®reto the sustenance of democratic
governance as a wholite recognition given to the job is too minimal. There
is poor work motivation fojournalists in terms of pagndthe safety of
journalists while on assignments. Journalisizriice a lot but are paid little
(Interview 4, 2015).
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Many of the respondents who spoke on insecurity emphasised the lack of insuxenderco
journalists which portend$eir families and fations being stranded if anything happens to
them in the course of duty. JP16 for instance, cited the experience of widows of some

journalists who died in the course of duty whom she said now depend on goodwill to survive.

JP2 mentioned what he calldgetrecruitment of noprofessionals which he said undermine

et hical standards, a poi-jaurnalistd, thase notarainecead by J P
journalists, have taken over the profession; anyone who can wridicadelf or herself a

journalig 6 (I nterview 8, 2Madkey), wi Pc Bassuminggawied it
dangerous dimension here in Nigeria, angbrery worrisome as people with evil intenson

have infiltrated the industry with unethical practices to bastardise the protéssiod

(Interview 25, 2015).

Some of the participants also identifitiat amounts taneddling from editors and
proprietors or what a few others called lack of independence as a challenge influencing their
work. They claimed that editors and propristoften dictate the way stories should be
written, a situation which forces them to toe a particular line in the treatment of stories. JP14
a television journalist, said he engages in-setfsorship because his editors would not take
any story that couldffend government officials. He captured the situation thus:
The number one challenge is lack of independence. Most of the time you
cannot report issues the way you want because it will offend those in power. If
you write a report critical of government @ven not critical but which the
powers that be may not like, your editor will refuse to use it. So we engage in
self-censorship by writing only stories we know will be acceptable and we

avoid those that might be conmksi dered c

according to your conscience or youbol|l
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JP14 was supported by a few others who said news media proprietors, managers and editors
have politician and businessmen/women friends whose interest they protect, hence their
6mdd|l ingd in what can be published. JP 26 as
on politicians for advertisements and other patronage, noting that such news media can

neither hold such politicians accountable nor allow journalists within thgangsations to
operate freel y.herAyaovorkiman erganizaton whéftte pubsher

wantsstories presentdd a particular way, there is a limit to your creatijitye ] 0 (I nt er vi

5, 2015).

An editor of a weekly newspaper (JP30), wisilgpporting the view that proprietors influence

what gets published said they (proprietors)
either their friends, business partners or o
stories are aboud be published. He buttressed his point with a story of how his publisher
(proprietor) stopped him from publishing a story that had been promoted in a previous edition

of his paper. According to him, following the promotion of an investigative storyatue f
publication in the next edition, those conce
simply got a call from the publisher to drop the story and when he sought an explanation, he

was simply told to compl ylaterteart thatit was duelto fil ha
pressure from some power f ul people who he <co
(Interview 30, 2015). This highlights the point that proprietors of news organisations interfere

in editorial matters to protect certain irgsts (Idowu, 2014).

A number of the respondents identified the dwindling income of news media organisations as

the cause of irregular salary payment or provision of necessary equipment for journalists to
operate. Some of them listed loss of advertisemev@nue to online platforms, a drastic drop

in copy sales by newspapers and poor funding from proprietors as the causes. IP 12 described

it as a fall/l out of the fAgl obal mel tdowno wh
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countries like Nigeria hardeA few others mentioned the migration of audiences to online

pl atforms as cause of falling income to news
(2015 p.1) contention that journalism as a p
continuoub arrage of technical and economic shock

The corrupting influence of the society was also cited by many of the respondents as another
challenge. McQuail (2013) had argued that the values of a society colour the product of
journalism because journaligist influenced by happenings within the society in which they
function. JP17 agreed with this and descrittedcorrupting influence of the society a big
challenge. He stated:
Mosttimeswh en j o ur n a lthegaresoffeged brawno envelope$ and
sometimes they are even expectant of those brown envelopes and once they

receive them, thewr i t € what t he Otgeitrutginterview wa nt i
17, 2015)

Two female journalists introduced a gender perspective to the issue when they arginred that t
challenges of journalism practice were more for married female journalists because of family
responsibilities. Their response prompted the researcher to raise the issue with other married
female participants. All of them said combining daily journalisatine, which is already
tasking, with family responsibilities of mothering and other tasks makes things tougher for
them. A few said they enjoyed working as journalists while they were not married but that
practising since they got married puts them wradi®t of pressure. These responses from two
of the female journalists capture their position:
Men have homes but their job at home is not as much as that of the women. So
itds mor e st lbeecasse you heeddonbe thiokimgumnbrain
needs to & working every minute. You are thinking of your children, your

assignment, your husband cooki ng, t he home, everyt.l
women than for men because of family responsibilities (JP15).
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JP16 buttressed this:

| t b@e both interesting amdugh. Tough because the job is demanding and

you have to combine that with another demanding responsibility of taking care

of your family. So | would sayou have to be a super woman to control the

home from and your job at the same time and that istw&awomen in

journalism are doingViostimes Igethomet i r ed after myhe day?®o
children will want to have my attention and | have to cook. Sometinges,

home with some reports that | have to work on but | must first attend to my

children andbther things needing my attention, get the children to bed and

then work into the night. No matter how late | go to bed, | must be up early to
prepare the children for school and th

being a married female journalighterview 16, 2015)
As the summary above shows, the participants in their responses to questions relating to
contemporary challenges/developments impacting journalism practice in Nigeria identified
various issues that would answer the research questiore y pr ovi ded i nsi ght ¢
fieldd (Bourdieu, 1998; Phillips, 2015) and

professional journalists.

6.3.2 Impact of Developments/Challenges

Question 4, OHow are these asddollosvsp qaektibnect i ng
related to it were designed to get an assessment of the impact of the developments and
challenges identified by the participants in the pres questions as presented i8.6. The

researcher believed that responses to quedtenh$o this theme would contribute to

understanding how developments and challenges are impacting professional journalism

practice in Nigeria as RQ1 interrogated. The NVIVO Text Search and Word Frequency

Query by the researcher showed the words mosthys#te respondents in the Word Cloud

below:
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Figure 64 World Cloud on the Implications of Developments/Challenges

As the world cloud shows, words like ethics, work, profession, journalism, poor, objectivity,
situation, professional standard, interéisbe, truth, salary, owners, motivation, practice and
many others, capture the key words used by the participants in their responses to the

questions related to the theme. The details of their responses follow.

Most respondents touched on the impactevt technology, dwindling income of news
medi a organisations, proprietords interest,
which they had earlier identified as developments and challenges. They expressed how these

factors are affecting them as iadiual journalists and the journalism profession as a whole.

For example, many of the participants acknowledged that new technology has made their
work a lot easier with gadgets like iPad and other tablets, smart phones, digital technology

and others nomailable. Many of them said they now carry out research with more ease
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